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‘Thanks a million: Bernard O’Keefe, from Walthamstow, London, is £ 


1,355,975 richer 


eed arog aE “ a8 
thanks to a share 


of the National Lottery jackpot. Bernard, along with wife Kim and children Scott and Christie, cele- 
brated in May with a bottle of bubbly. Bernard, who has multiple sclerosis, said: “This is like a dream 
come true. We are already planning to go on holiday to Orlando and buy a brand new Mercedes.” 


THERA-POSTURE 


Stay Independent 
in Comfort 


| Theraposture offer a carefully 
| thought-out range of products to 
help those with mobility 
problems enjoy the 
independence and comfort of 
their own homes. 


from over 1000 positions at 
the touch of a button. 


Suppliers to DHS, 
and Health Authorities 


Stands you up, 
sits you down, 
nice and gently, 
at the touch 


i 10" Variable height 
Available for easier 


getting in and out, 
or nursing care 
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Schoolgirl 
fights for 
her rights 


A ten-year-old schoolgirl is taking her education 
authority to court because it has failed to provide 
adequate access in her school. 


If Molly McIntyre wins the 
test case, which is likely to go 
before the Court of Appeal in 
July, other authorities may also 
be challenged to provide facili- 
ties for disabled children in 
mainstream schools. 

Molly, a wheelchair user with 
muscular dystrophy, has had to 
miss classes because her main- 
stream school, Sudborne Pri- 
mary in Lambeth, is built on 
two levels with no lift to the 
upper floor. She has to be 
taught downstairs, separated 
from her classmates, because 


Legal aid fails 
disabled people 


An unemployed wheelchair user who was disabled in an 
industrial accident cannot sue his employers because his 
benefits have stopped him from getting legal aid. 


The case of Ivan Jones high- 
lights the uphill struggle disabled 
people face in receiving legal aid. 
And now disability groups fear 
proposals from Lord Chancellor 
Lord Mackay could turn legal 
aid into even more of a “lottery”. 

Mr Jones, a wheelchair user 
from Bicester, damaged his spine 
after falling off a ladder on to a 
concrete floor while he was work- 
ing as a maintenance engineer for 
County Dairies in 1992. 

He was laid off work in Jan- 
uary and wanted to sue the 


firm, using legal aid, because 
the ladder failed to meet health 
and safety requirements. 

But because his income from 
benefits is £8,379 per year, he is 
ineligible for legal aid. The limit 
for legal aid is £7,780. 

His solicitor, Linda Levison, 
believes his benefit should not 
be taken into account. 

She said: “It is so unfair to class 
benefits as disposable income. 
Lord Mackay has said the pro- 
posed changes are about giving 

Continued on page 2 


Lambeth will not install a lift. 

Molly’s mother Lesley MclIn- 
tyre said: “I am fighting for the 
lift because I want Molly to 
have the same opportunities as 
other kids. It is inhuman to 
expect a disabled child to cope 
with mainstream education 
without adequate access. She 
cannot go upstairs to the sci- 
ence and technology class- 
rooms and the library. 

“The council wanted to place 
her at the school. Now they 
must provide facilities for her 
so she can take part fully in the 
national curriculum. 

“T will go to the European 
Court of Human Rights if nec- 
essary because it is important 
to get a precedent set.” 

Molly has already taken the 
case to the High Court. But Mr 
Justice Owen ruled in April 
that Lambeth did not have to fit 

Continued on page 2 


MP probes 
Motability 


As DN went to press, it heard 
that Motability is to come 
under scrutiny in the House 
of Commons at the end of 
May. 

Liberal Democrat Alex Carlile 
says he is “extremely troubled” 
by the widespread press cover- 
age of Motability and its 
alleged profits. 

Full story page 2 


Hats on for peace: Mary Fitzsimmons (/eft) and Doris Jobson cele- 
brated VE Day in style at a street party on the Isle of Dogs, east Lon- 


don on 8 May. War widows had a double celebration when Social © 


Security Secretary Peter Lilley announced changes to the pensions 
regulations that meant widows’ pensions would not be cut if they 


divorced, separated or became widowed for a second time. 
BRENT MOORE 


Schoolgirl’s fight 
Continued from page 1 


a lift. She immediately lodged an 
appeal. Her lawyer, Jack Rabi- 
nowicz, hopes the case will go 
before the Court of Appeal in July. 

Mr Rabinowicz, said: “This 
case will help to define local 
authorities’ responsibilities. 

“It is clear that disabled chil- 
dren have a right to equal oppor- 
tunities and should be provided 
with adequate facilities.” 

Mark Vaughan, of the Centre 
for Studies on Inclusive Educa- 
tion, who has been supporting 
the McIntyre’s, said: “This is a 


Molly and ond court case 


could set a precedent 
LESLEY MCINTYRE 
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Lib-Dem health spokesperson 
Alex Carlile is so concerned 
about the recent widespread 
press coverage of Motability 
that he has tabled a question to 
Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley in the House of Commons. 

He will be asking for a state- 
ment on the funding and organi- 
sation of the finances of 
Motability. The reply is expected 
on 26 May. 

Motability is supported by the 
Department of Social Security 
to the tune of £5 million a year. 
It is the subject of a National 
Audit Office (NAO) enquiry 
which will finish in the autumn. 

But the NAO has no powers to 
audit Motability Finance Ltd 
(MFL), the partnerships behind 
Motability, owned jointly by 
Barclays, NatWest, Midland, 
Lloyds, the Royal Bank of Scot- 
land and the Bank of Scotland. 


vital test case for thousands of 
children who are being excluded 
from mainstream schools. 

“The government says it 
intends to place disabled children 
in mainstream education, but it 
is not providing schools with the 


funding need to adapt buildings 


and employ special teachers.” 

A council spokesperson said: 
“The High Court found that the 
council is under no statutory 
obligation to install a lift and 
had not acted unreasonably. 

“The judge recommended that 
Molly make an application for a 
new assessment of her needs and 
we will reconsider her case.” 


The Explorer combines smooth 
: | good looks,a robust construction 
|| and comfortable seating to give 
}) you a Power Chair that leads 
| the way ! 


JEXPLORER| 


With batteries giving you up to 20 
miles between charges, and a wide 
choice of colours, HNE Mobility 
has designed the Explorer to be 
both practical and stylish. 


Gerry Acher: under fire 


MEFL’s operating profit from 
the car leasing scheme, accord- 
ing to The Daily Telegraph in 
May was £85.4 million on a 
turnover in 1993 of £375 mil- 
lion, and £100 million last year. 

A car leasing expert claimed 
MFL’s profit levels were higher 
than commercial companies and 
disabled people were paying 
about £150 too much per car. 

Meanwhile, Motability’s vice- 
chairman Gerry Acher has 
come under fire for alleged con- 
flict of interest as audit chief of 


Legal aid failing 
Continued from page 1 


legal aid to the people who need 
it, but there are hundreds of dis- 
abled people like Ivan who are 
denied help. I have seen many 
similar cases. There should be 
more discretion over the granting 
of legal aid in these cases.” 

Mr Jones said: “I am very 
angry. The £8,000 is only 
enough to pay the bills.” 

Lord Mackay plans to stream- 
line legal aid, with a cash-limited 
pool of money available to hand- 
picked firms of solicitors. 

The Disability Law Service 


THE B 


e Fully adjustable 


e Easily dismantled for 
storage or car travel 


| e@ Quick release wheel 
& drive units 


| 
| @ Up to 20 mile range 


HNE Mobility. Freepost. Corby. Northants NN18 8BR 
Tel: 01536 267660 Fax: 01536 402507 
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Power Chairs O 


it The Explorer Q- a 
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KPMG, since KPMG audited 
MFL until recently and audits 
NatWest, Midland and P&O, 


Motability chairman Lord Ster-_ 


ling’s company. 

Asked by DN if he would 
resign, Gerry Acher - said: 
“Good lord no, what on earth 
for?” He condemned the allega- 
tions in Accountancy Age, 
based on a report commis- 
sioned by ex-director Simon 
Willis early this year, as “innu- 
endo and unsubstantiated facts”. 

He said MFL’s 1993 profit was 
£6.1 million. The £85 million was 
before tax and interest charges. 

Lord Sterling has set up a com- 
mittee of governors “to look into 
the legal structure of Motabil- 
ity’s operations, including 
MFL”, says chairman Sir Peter 
Large. The governors are “com- 
pletely satisfied” with the integrity 
of Gerry Acher and Lord Sterling. 


(DLS) fears cash-limiting could 
lead to “lottery”. A DLS 
spokesperson said: “Availability 


will be dependent on the time of 


year and where a person lives.” 
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Mum sues 

A Liverpool woman who had 
two disabled children after 
being wrongly prescribed an 
epilepsy drug is suing her 
local health authority. 

Christine Stafford, 29, took 

powerful —_anti-convulsant 
tablets for eight years, even 
though she does not have the 
condition. Christine was 19 
when she had a seizure and 
was diagnosed as_ having 
epilepsy. But two years ago a 
new neurologist told her she 
did not have epilepsy.. She is 
among 50 women. taking 
similar action against health 
authorities. 


Goodbye to Ann 
Ann Mells, head of the 
Department of Transport’s 
| Mobility Advice and Vehicle 
| Information Service at 
| Crowthorne, is taking early 
retirement in September. 
Her replacement is the cen- 
| tre’s current office manager, 
Anne Gray, who is a 


| wheelchair user.. Mrs Mells, 


' who intends to spend more 
| time playing the organ, swim- 
‘ming and gliding, said: “It 
| has been a totally enjoyable 
| experience working here.” 


Pint of order 
- Publicans are being urged to 
‘be more helpful towards dis- 
abled customers. 
| CAMRA, the Campaign 
for Real Ale, is campaigning 
to increase awareness of the 
needs of disabled people. 
It recommends that pubs 
improve access, introduce 
braille menus, improve light- 
ing and train staff to be 
“helpful but not patronising”. 
A spokesperson said: “Many 
disabled people enjoy going 
out for a drink. Pubs should 
welcome them rather than 
treat them as a nuisance.” 


Cheers 

Thanks to all our readers 

who raised over £60 for DN’s 

talking newspaper by spon- 

soring Rose Hill and Ivan 

Newman in April’s London 
Wheelchair Marathon. 


What’s in DN 
next month? 


* Making scents — we check 
out the Chelsea flower show 


* David Griffiths previews 
disability motoring’s show- 
case, the Mobility Roadshow 


* Out and about — ideas to 
keep you busy this summer. 


plus... complementary ther- 
apy, post-19 tools for living 
and hobbies, all held over 
from your bulging DN! 


CPS let rapists 


‘cheat justice’ 


Rapists of disabled women have 
escaped justice because of the 
Crown Prosecution Service’s 
(CPS) reluctance to take sex 
offenders to court, a study 
revealed in May. 

Women Against Rape (WAR) 
and Legal Action for Women 
(LAW) have 
dossier* which details 15 cases 
of alleged rape — three of which 
were women with disabilities. 

A wheelchair user was raped 
by her husband after she left 
him, and a woman with 
schizophrenia was raped by an 
acquaintance. Each case had 
been abandoned or thrown out 
before trial when WAR believed 
there was “ample evidence”. 

The dossier, which was pre- 


published a. 


pared with the help of WinVisi- 
ble, a group of women with visi- 
ble and invisible disabilities, said 
the chances of rape cases coming 
to court have fallen greatly in 
recent years . 

Claire Glasman of WinVisible 
said: “Reasons given by the CPS 
for not prosecuting is that the 
evidence is ‘insufficient’, ‘incon- 
clusive’ or ‘uncorroborated’. Yet 
many of the cases in the dossier 
are far stronger than some the 
CPS has prosecuted.” 

A CPS spokesperson - said: 
“Each case is looked at in the 
same way, in line with the code 
for crown prosecutors.” 


* Crossroads Books, £3, tel: 
0171-837 7509. 


Alarm over ‘lethal’ regulations 


A Welsh disability group is call- 
ing on the Government to 
change “potentially lethal” 
building regulations which they 
claim put deaf people at risk 
from fire. 

Cardiff and District Hearing 
Impaired Support Group wants 
the Part M regulations amended 
so that visual fire alarms are fit- 
ted in every building. 

Group secretary Cedric Moon 
said:“The regulations _ only 
require sound alarms to be fitted. 


This is not good enough. Unless 
visual alarms are fitted, how do 
deaf people know there is a fire? 

“Hearing people are pro- 
tected, but deaf people are not. 
This is blatant discrimination.” 

A British Deaf Association 
spokesperson said “We fully sup- 
port this campaign. It is vital that 
alarms and warnings are visual 
as well as aural.” 

A Department of the Environ- 
ment spokesperson said: “We will 
take these views into account.” 


DO YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR 
FAMILY HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR 
COUNCIL? ARE YOU GETTING THE 
EDUCATION, COMMUNITY CARE OR 
SERVICES YOU NEED? 


David Ruebain is a disabied Solicitor 
specialising in Education, Community 
Care and Local Government Law. He 
is committed to the Disability 
Movement and is involved in the 
campaign for Civil Rights Legislation 


for Disabled People. 


Legal Aid work undertaken. 


For free initial advice, contact him at:- 
David Levene & Co. Solicitors, 


Ashley House, 


235-239 High Road, 


Wood Green, 
LONDON, 
N22 4HF 


TELEPHONE- 0181-881 7777. 
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Flying visit: members of the RAF visited the Newman Special 


School in a Chinook helicopter. The school, an ex-RAF hospital, is 


visited by the RAF each year. 


TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT 


Grave attack on charity 


A report by the Office of Fair 
Trading (OFT) has called for 
statutory regulations to protect 
people who buy pre-paid 
funeral plans. 

The report criticised Age Con- 
cern, which receives commission 
for endorsing a pre-paid plan by 
Chosen Heritage. OFT said 
charities should not get commis- 
sion when they endorse products. 


Age Concern, which _ gets 
about £45 for every plan sold, 
said it would recommend the 
Chosen Heritage plan even with- 
out commission. 

Director general Sally Green- 
gross said: “After much research, 
we decided to recommend this 
plan. We believe that by working 
with companies we can ensure 
the services are of high quality.” 


PPreeere eer reer irri tert er etter etree rr trier riers) 
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G & S Smirthwaite, 16 Daneheath Business Park, Heathfield, 
Newton Abbot, Devon. TQ12 6TL Tel/Fax: 01626835552 


G. & S. SMIRTHWAITE LTD. 


y HEATHFIELD CHAIRS, 
DESKS and TABLES 


For: Home, Nursery or School 


A FULL RANGE OF ADJUSTABLE AND ADAPTABLE 
FURNITURE FOR INFANTS TO ADULTS 


Product Range Includes: STANDERS, LAYPRONES, 
WALKERS, and SEATING for ABDUCTION, SCHOOL, 
MOBILITY, BATHING, TOILETING and HIP-SPIKAS. 
Experts in furniture for CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION 


Please send brochure to: 
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4 News from Westminster 


Thinking of 
choosing a 
mobility 
vehicle during 
the next 6 
months ? 


READ THIS 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY A 
SCOOTER 
OR 
POWERCHAIR 


- New, free Advisory 
Booklet answers 
important questions, 
guides and explains how 
to make the right decision. 


Don't take a risk, take the 
advice of the National Mobility 
Matters Network of specialists. 
There's a branch in your area. 


24 Hour Booklet Request Line 


= 0990 
134132 


Send Freepost 
today 


YES, 


please send a copy of your advisory leaflet 


Post today to: Mobility Matters, 
Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 6BR 


Direct Action Network brought traffic to a halt in Westminster in 
April as Harry Barnes’ civil rights bill was squashed at report stage. 
The bill ran out of time after the Government tabled 100 amendments. 


MARK TEW 


CAB policing 


The Government has _ been 
forced to scrap plans to use citi- 
zen’s advice bureaux to police 
anti-discrimination legislation 
against disabled people. 

The National Association of 
Citizen’s Advice Bureaux 
(Nacab) has turned down 
advances from ministers sug- 
gesting that its bureaux could act 
as a first port of call for disabled 
people seeking redress against 
discrimination (DN April). 

This leaves a hole in the 
Department of Social Security 
(DSS) plans and will put minis- 


ters and Lords under pressure 
to include a stronger enforce- 
ment body in the Disability Dis- 
crimination Bill when it goes to 
the House of Lords on 22 May. 

The bill only provides for a 
National Disability Council to 
advise the Government on how 
the bill is being implemented, 
not to actively police it. 

Katie Chose, Nacab_parlia- 
mentary liaison officer, said the 
association had decided to 
break off negotiations because 
it had felt unable to provide 
the sort of service the 


Lilley wheelchair ‘slur’ 


Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley came under attack in 
May for claiming that people 
will pretend to use wheelchairs 
to campaign against the new 
Incapacity Benefit. 

Warning MPs not to be intimi- 
dated by protesters, Mr Lilley 
said: “People on our television 
screens who have been refused 
benefit will be seen for the first 
time in their lives in a 
wheelchair.” 

His remarks were immediately 
condemned by disability groups 
and opposition MPs. 

Marilyn Howard of Disability 
Alliance said they were “a slur 
on people in wheelchairs and on 


anyone who is a_ benefit 
claimant”. 

Donald Dewar, shadow Social 
Security Secretary accused Mr 
Lilley of “sneering”. 

Liberal Democrat disability 
spokesperson Liz Lynne said 
the remarks showed that Mr 
Lilley was “uncaring”. 

But Prime Minister John 
Major defended Mr Lilley: “He 
has taken a great deal of action 
to help disabled people,” he 
said. . 

“We are as concerned about 
the security of mind and the 
provision of services for dis- 
abled people as any other party 
in the country.” 


lan scrapped 


Government was after. 

“Nacab council felt it would 
not be appropriate for citizen’s 
advice bureaux to offer a sepa- 
rate service for disabled people. 

“We provide an impartial ser- 
vice for everybody. We have a 
very firm belief that there needs 
to be a proper enforcement 
body along the lines of the 
Commission for Racial Equality. 

“Citizen’s bureaux 
would not be appropriate in 
that context.” 

Bureaux would not have been 
able to take on the commitment 


advice 


Remploy ‘back door privatisation fear 


Labour is warning that sheltered 
workshop employer Remploy 
could face privatisation “by the 
back door” if the Disability Dis- 
crimination Bill (DDB) is not 
amended in the House of Lords. 

Shadow Minister for Disabled 
People’s Rights Tom Clarke is 
worried that a clause in the bill 
urging employers to get more 


involved in sheltered workshops 
could threaten Remploy’s 
favoured status for Government 
contracts. 

This could mean firms pushing 
down prices, threatening jobs 
and causing factories to close, 
“which could lay the founda- 
tions for privatisation at a later 
date”, he said. 


al 


MOTOR INSURANCE 


WE SPECIALISE IN MOTOR INSURANCE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


¢ “Low cost” instalment scheme 

¢ Instant cover available 

* Special low rates for lady drivers 
¢ Computerised quotations 

¢ Introductory/two-car discounts 


° Established over 30 years 
* Special rates for home insurance 


¢ All other types of insurance transacted 


CALL TODAY FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
AND HELPFUL SERVICE 


Direct QUOTE HOTLINE 
@ 0181-958 4166 


CHARTWELL INSURANCE "S| =a 
CHARTWELL HOUSE. 292 HALE LANE S' em 
EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX HA8 8NP [smucn;) 


He is seeking a guarantee from 
ministers that Remploy will stay 
protected, and will be meeting 
Labour’s team in the Lords to 
draft an amendment to the bill. 

But Remploy finance director 
Ken Taylor said Mr Clarke’s 
fears were unfounded. “We are 
not aware of anything in the 
DDB that causes us concern.” 


Jobseeker’s joy 


Concessions for carers were 
added to the the Jobseeker’s Bill 
as it passed through the House 
of Lords in May. 

Carers will be able to give 48- 
hours notice of being able to 
take up work, rather than hav- 
ing to be available immediately, 
as with other jobseekers. 

Two schemes — a_ national 
insurance “holiday” for firms 
who take on long-term unem- 
ployed people, and a housing or 
council tax benefit extension — 
will also now apply. 

Ministers have put back the 
date when the bill will come into 
force by six months, to 1 October 
1996, because an_ elaborate 
computer system is not ready. 


without extra funding, some- 
thing that had been under dis- 
cussion, she added. 

A DSS spokesperson said min- 
isters were now looking for 
other organisations to fill the 
gap, but would not specify any 
particular groups. 

Ministers were after a service 
with a local network that could 
provide “help and advice on the 
doorstep”. 

“Citizen’s advice bureaux could 
have been one organisation, but 
there are others. We are now ten- 
dering out. It is early days yet.” 


‘Exhausted’ to death 

The wife of a man with 
Alzheimer’s disease “died 
from exhaustion” after caring 
for him around the clock, the 
House of Commons heard in 
May. MP Rachel Squire told 
the story during the report 
stage of the Carers (Recogni- 
tion and Services) Bill. 

She said the woman, from 
her constituency in Dun- 
fermline West, was found 
dead next to her husband 
after living with no more than 
two hours sleep a night for 
months. The bill successfully 
passed its second reading in 
the Lords on 17 May and 
will now go to committee. 


Up the greasy pole? 
Downing Street is to install 
an additional lift to enable 
disabled people to move 
more easily to state rooms. A 
toilet for disabled people has 
also been installed. 


DSS backs equal opps 
The Department of Social 
Security (DSS) has become 
the first major Government 
department to adopt the 
Employment Service disabil- 
ity symbol. 
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News 5 


| The Health and Safety Execu- 
| tive (HSE) has backed farmers’ 
claims that sheep dips can dam- 
_ age the central nervous system 
(DN May). 
| An HSE report, published in 
| May, revealed that long-term 
| exposure to organophospho- 
rous (OP) sheep dips can cause 
| memory loss, behavioural prob- 
| lems, lameness and reduction in 
muscle power. 

The aim of the three-year 
| study was to investigate the 


Guinness has announced it will 
pump an extra £37.5 million 
into the Thalidomide Trust over 
the next 15 years to keep the 
charity afloat. 

Guinness, who own Distillers, 


| the firm that marketed Thalido- 


SUPA-chairs 


Building wheelchairs for the 
modern environment ... 


sheep farmers in Cornwall, 
Cumberland and Wales with 
quarry workers. 

The report concluded: “Fur- 
ther efforts should be be made 
to reduce exposure to OPs.” 

Elizabeth Sigmund of the 
South West Environmental 
Agency, a pressure group that 
supports and advises farmers 
affected by OP dips, said: “This 
report is further proof OPs dips 
are dangerous and should be 
banned. Farmers affected by 
these substances must be com- 
pensated.” 


DN was pleased to see Rosie Blake (above) featuring in a magazine 
advertisement for the Winged Fellowship. Rosie, a wheelchair user 
who works for the Louise Dyson modelling agency, was a finalist in 
last year’s Sunrise Medical/DN Model in a Million competition. 


Trust given £3/7m boost 


mide, is giving the money 
because it is feared the trust 
could run out of funds by 2009. 

Trust director Neil Buckland 
said: “This means that alloca- 
tions to beneficiaries will not 
have to be cut.” 


Dips are dangerous, say HSE 


The Minister for Agriculture’s 
Parliamentary Secretary, Angela 
Browning, told the Commons in 
April that there were no plans for 
further controls on OP dips. She 
said the question of compensa- 
tion was “a matter between the 
individual and pharmaceutical 
companies concerned”. 


An Investigation into the Possi- 
ble Chronic Neuropsychologi- 
cal and Neurological Effects of 
Occupational Exposure to OPs 
in Sheep Farmers, HSE, £35, tel: 
(01787) 881165. 


Making art 
accessible 


Gioya Steinke reports 

Making visual arts more acces- 
sible for visually impaired peo- 
ple was the topic of a seminar 
organised=by the art depart- 
ment at Roehampton Institute, 
London, in May. 

This highly enjoyable seminar 
succeeded in showing how visu- 
ally impaired people can enjoy 
art galleries and be actively 
involved in creating works of art. 

Speakers included Marcus 
Weisen, of the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind; Padraig 
Naughton, from the Richard 
Attenborough Centre for Dis- 
ability and the Arts in Leicester; 
and Katarina Siliprandi, who 
has organised touch exhibitions 
at the Castle Museum, Nor- 
wich, and myself. 

Alison Oldland, from the Liv- 
ing Paintings Trust, gave a fit- 
ting finish to this outstanding 
seminar. The charity helps 
make art more accesssible to 
blind people. 


Urgent drive to 
cut car fumes 


MPs, the ‘Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) and the 
National Asthma Campaign 
(NAC) are demanding urgent 
action to protect people with 
breathing difficulties. 

The Commons environment 
committee said in April that 
traffic growth should be curbed 


to reduce dangerous fumes 
from cars. 
It also recommended that 


super unleaded petrol, which is 
more polluting than ordinary 
unleaded petrol, be phased out, 
and old bus engines replaced. 

The committee’s Labour 
chairperson Andrew Bennett 
said: “Repeated ozone smogs 
are unacceptable when one in 
seven children have asthma, but 
they will continue unless drastic 
action is taken. 

“We must all be prepared to 


pay the price for clean air by leav- 
ing our cars at home and choos- 
ing to walk, cycle or use public 
transport whenever possible.” 

Meanwhile, a report by the 
TUC and the NAS in May 
revealed that about 400,000 
people are affected by asthma 
as a result of work. 

It said nurses, hospital work- 
ers, bakers, agricultural work- 
ers, and people using paints, 
plastics and woods are among 
those most at risk. 

A free booklet by the TUC 
and NAS urges unions and 
employers to protect workers, 
report cases of asthma and 
eliminate dangerous substances 
from the workplace where pos- 


sible. 


TUC, tel: 0171-636 4030. 
NAC, tel: 0171-354 3728. 


Hightflying Jackie heads for US 


Jackie Guy has been awarded 
an International Air Tattoo Fly- 
ing Scholarship for Disabled 
People. 

Jackie, from Birmingham, will 
be sent on a six-week training 
course in Atlanta, USA, this 
summer. She will be taught how 
to fly a Piper Cherokee. 

Jackie was the 100th person to 
win a scholarship since the 
scheme was launched 13 years 


ago in memory of disabled fly- 
ing ace Sir Douglas Bader. 


Jackie Guy: Atlanta-bound 


GLIDE UPSTAIRS ON A 
STANNAH STAIRLIFT. 


Hello, Stan here. 
If you find 
climbing 
stairs 
difficult, a \y’ ool 
Stannah - 
Stairlift 
can help make 
them easy 


again. For your free information 
pack, complete and return the 
coupon or call us today. 

When your thoughts turn to 
stairs turn to Stannah. 


@™= Phone FREE (0800) 715124 
or return the coupon below. 


Please complete and return to: Stannah Stairlifts Limited, 
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6 Health news 


One-day 
wonders 


New-born babies are taking 
part-in a pioneering project that 
could help thousands of chil- 
dren with leukaemia. 

Doctors from Southmead 
Hospital, Bristol, have discov- 
ered that the blood of new-born 
infants can produce healthy 
blood in children. 

About 70 children have 
received the treatment, known 
as a cord blood transplant. Doc- 
tors take blood from a baby’s 
umbilical cord immediately 
after birth and feed it through a 
drip into the child’s arm. 

Research team leader Dr Jill 
Hows said: “The baby is not 
harmed because we _ collect 
blood from the umbilical cord, 
which would be thrown away 
otherwise. 

“The treatment works because 
stem cells in new-born babies 
are healthier than anyone else’s: 
‘they have been protected from 
germs in the womb.” 

The team are collecting blood 
from new-born babies each week 
and want to set up a blood bank 
of 3,000 samples so that they can 
help children nationwide. 

Tiny Emily Hawkes, from Bris- 
tol, was just minutes old when 
she became a blood donor. 


iv, The Versa is available in both 
Petrol (unleaded) & Diesel versions. 
W The Ist choice for nursing homes, 
charitable organisations, 
community transport and families 


alike. 


¥v Inside, is a reliable and safe 
method of anchoring the 
wheelchairs and seats. 

v A double track runs the full 
interior length of the vehicle. 
Wheelchair clamps are provided 
which simply hand-tighten to 


Her mother Mandy said: “It’s 
amazing to think Emily could 
help save the life of a child.” 

Dr Hows said: “Most trans- 
plants so far have been done in 
America and France. We hope to 
do our first transplant here 
within a year.” 


Sonar 
steering 


Engineers at Portsmouth Uni- 
versity are using sonar guidance 
technology to help disabled 
people steer their electric 
wheelchairs through doorways 
and along corridors. 

Miniature ultrasonic sensors 
are installed which use sound 
measurements to gauge the 
chair’s distance from a wall or 
door. An on-board computer 
can then make fine adjustments 
to the path of the chair without 
involving the user. 

“We want to make the device as 
inexpensive as possible so that it 
can be afforded by most disabled 
people,” said researcher Dr 
David Sanders. 

A spokesperson for the charity 
Action Research, which is fund- 
ing the project, said: “Many dis- 
abled people find it difficult to 
steer accurately. We hope this 
device will help solve the prob- 


Blood donor Emily Hawkes with her mother Mandy __ sunpay express 


lem. We are hoping it will be 
available within 18 months.” 


Cancer 
shake-up 


A major reorganisation of can- 
cer services aimed at ending the 
“lottery” of variations in care 


could save 15,000 lives a year, 
claims the Department of 
Health. 

Health Secretary Virginia Bot- 
tomley said she had accepted rec- 
ommendations from an expert 
advisory group on cancer, which 
called for an overhaul of diagnos- 
tic and treatment services to 
ensure all patients received high- 
quality care. ~ 

The new structure will give GPs 


e NISSAN @& Bee dete 


anchor the wheelchair firmly in any 
position along the track 

Vv 5 Seater (plus 1 wheelchair space) 
or 4 Seater (plus 2 wheelchair 
spaces) to luxury trim specifications 


*Inc. ramps. 
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following in the Versa tradition, 
this vehicle signifies quality. 


Customer satisfaction guaranteed. 


Untque to 


Widnes 


CAR CENTRE LTD 


VERSA SALES DEPARTMENT 
Widnes Car Centre Limited, 
MOOR LANE, WIDNES, 

_CHESHIRE WAS 7AL 


TEL: 0151 420 2000 


FULL RANGE OF NISSAN CARS 
ON MOTABILITY FINANCE 


better information about where 
to refer people for the most effec- 
tive care and provide them with 
results of tests and treatments 
more quickly. 

District hospitals will provide 
units to deal with common can- 
cers and new centres will give 
specialised treatments for peo- 
ple with rarer forms of cancer. 

Professor Karol Sikora, a can- 
cer expert at Hammersmith 
Hospital, west London, said: 
“This reorganisation will lead to 
a better service if enough money 
is made available to fund it.” 


Boy fights 


off AIDS 


A boy of five who was born with 
AIDS has amazed American 
doctors by shaking off the virus. 

They believe it is the first doc- 
umented case in the world of 
anyone surviving AIDS. 

Dr Yvonne Bryson, an AIDS 
specialist at the School of 
Medicine in Los Angeles, said 
tests proved the boy was 
infected for at least a month 
during the first two months of 
his life. Later tests found no 
sign of the virus. 

Dr Bryson is studying the 
boy’s immune system for clues 
that could stop AIDS in others. 


RENAULT 


SMotability AVAILABLE 


Home 
Demonstration 
available 


wv All conversions subject to Appendix B of 
Relief from VAT as amended in the 1983 Acts. 
YW Including delivery, number plates and 
assumes exemption from road fund licence. 


Contact Howard Samuels or 
John Leach for a full information pack. 


News 7 


It’s free to talk 

The UK’s only _ freephone 
helpline for people with demen- 
tia was launched in May by 
Alzheimer Scotland — Action on 
Dementia. The helpline, previ- 
ously on an Edinburgh number, 
gives 24-hour information and 
support. Funding for the line 
will come from a £20,000 grant 
over four years from the Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 


Dementia Helpline, tel: (0800) 
317817. 


Tax help on the ’net 

If your tax returns are giving 
you a headache, you can get free 
help on the Internet. Financial 
publishers Purple Training, 
accountants Ernst & Young 
and the magazine Inside Money 
now provide a tax advice line to 
answer all your questions. They 
even have an interactive tax 
return. You can access the ser- 
vice on the World Wide Webb 
network on: http://www. 
purple.co.uk/purplet/tax.html 


New news 
The BBC daily children’s news 
service Newsround — started 


“live” sub-titling in May for 
people who are hearing 
impaired. The sub-titles are 
available on Ceefax page 888. 


Golden awards 

Nominations are being sought 
for the Help the Aged’s Tunstall 
Golden Awards 1995. The 
awards aim to recognise the 
achievements of someone aged 
over 65 who has made “a vital 
and on-going contribution to 
society”. Forms are available 
from Katherine Richards, Help 
‘the Aged, St James’s Walk, 
Clerkenwell Green, London 
‘EC1R OBE, or tel: 0171-253 
2926. The closing date is 7 July. 


RNIB benefits guide 

The Royal National Institute for 
the Blind (RNIB) has published 
a new guide to benefits for par- 
tially sighted people. Your Bene- 
fit 1995/96* attempts to unravel 
the complexities of claiming 
benefit, including a section on 
the new Incapacity Benefit. 


* £1, RNIB Customer Services, 
(01345) 023153. 


‘Papworth centre 

A centre to co-ordinate the 
assessment, development, reha- 
bilitation and training of dis- 
abled people has been set up by 
charity The Papworth Trust. 
The Progression Centre, at Pap- 
worth Hall, Cambridge, is 
expected to serve more than 400 
people a year. 


| The Papworth Trust, tel: 
(01480) 830341/5S. 


Churches in England are failing 
people who are _ visually 
impaired, both in the facilities 
they offer and in the attitudes of 
the clergy. 

This is the predicted finding of 
the first-ever survey of Chris- 
tian churches, which asked 
what they can offer blind and 
visually impaired people. It was 
carried out with the help of the 
Guide and Scout Associations. 

Rosemary Curtis, the driving 
force behind the survey, believes 
it will show a lack of under- 
standing on the part of the 
clergy, despite the fact that most 


CF centre 
for Belfast 


Parent power has helped set up 
the first centre for treating 
adults with cystic fibrosis (cf) in 
Northern Ireland. 

The centre, at Belfast’s City 
Hospital, is due to open in the 
autumn. A parents’ liaison group 
and the Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
(CFT) put pressure on health 
officials and the local authority. 

Currently, adults with cf have 
to rely on individual doctors. 

Christine Woods, _ regional 
director of the CFT, said: “Now 
more people with cf live into 
adulthood there is a need for a 
centre like this. It is important 
people remain a part.” 


CFT Northern 
(01247) 272781. 


Ireland, _ tel: 


churches have a loop system for 
people who are hearing impaired. 

“Tf you had time to go into ten 
churches, what would you find 
for visually impaired people? 
The answer would be pretty 
negative.” 

Mrs Curtis became blind six 
years ago, but has 
regained her sight. 

Her view is backed by the Rey- 
erend John Cleaton, vicar of 
Wareham in Dorset, who is 
visually impaired. 

Churches are constrained 
from providing large-print or 
braille hymn books by their cost 


since 


and weight, he argued, but they 
could still do other things. 

“You could just have a set of 
large-print sheets with the 
most-used services in them. 

“Priests could also be edu- 
cated to announce the hymns 
and the first line of the verse to 
help people follow,” he said. 

However, he acknowledged it 
was not all the church’s fault. 
People in congregations often 
did not like to admit they 
needed help. 

The survey, carried out in 
April, has the backing of the 
Churches Together in England 


Bom | Churches ‘fail’ blind people 


Group, the representative body 
of Christian denominations. 

Mrs Curtis sent the question- 
naire to guides and scouts head- 
quarters, where they were 
copied and distributed to 
regional groups. 

It asked about access to large- 
print and braille hymn and ser- 
vice books, whether steps were 
edged with white, if there were 
audio versions of church maga- 
zines and _ whether priests 
announced first lines of hymns. 

The findings will be 


announced at a special meeting 
in Bristol on 1 June. 


Exercising their rights: disabled voters were able to use an accessible polling station in Ampthill, mid- 


Bedfordshire for the first time during the local council elections on 4 May. The station was provided by 
the Ampthill Leonard Cheshire Foundation. Previously voters had had to use an inaccessible hall. The 
Tories lost more than 2,000 seats to Labour and the Liberal Democrats in the elections. In Bedford there 
was no change, with no one party taking overall control. On the campaign trail, pages 8 and 9. 
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CONSERVATIVE 


A sketched portrait of Margaret 
Thatcher takes pride of place in 
Peter Smith’s Rugby flat, along- 
side photographs of him with 
John Major and veteran funny- 
man Ken Dodd. 

Unlike many Conservatives 
these days, Peter is unashamed 
in his admiration for the former 
leader. He recalls how during 
the 1984 Tory Conference in 
Brighton, at an evening ball she 


support. 


Peter Smith on the leaflet circuit: “ 


a€ 


Disability issues do come into it.” 
NIC PATON 
asked him to dance. 

“She had a choice between me 
or Jim Prior, as he then was. 
She chose me, understandably 
when you think about it.” 

Peter, who has cerebral palsy, 
was impressed by her strength in 
holding him up as she whisked 
him around the dancefloor. 

That same night, however, was 
the night of the Brighton bomb, 
and Peter was lucky to come out 
of the Grand Hotel unscathed. 

“We were all a bit shook up, 
but we carried on.” 

Now, 11 years on, and after an 
ovation at last year’s conference 
in Bournemouth, Peter is going 
into politics himself, as a first- 
time candidate for the local 


The local elections saw disabled candidates stand for all parties. 


elections in Rugby’s Benn Ward. 
He is the only wheelchair-using 
candidate in the town’s 15 wards. 
The ward is in one of the more 
run-down areas of Rugby and 
staunch Labour territory. The 
council itself is under no overall 
control. With the party due for 
a drubbing, didn’t he see him- 
self on a hiding to nothing? 
“Benn Ward is very mixed. It 
is pretty run-down. I am cam- 
paigning on things like lack of 
lighting, litter in the streets, 
lower council tax — local issues. 
“Disability issues do come 
into it. People are interested. 
For instance, I took a leading 
part in the campaign for electric 
doors to be installed at our 
local Marks and Spencer. Then 
it took six months of writing 
and shouting, but we got it.” 
On the doorstep, we find that 
this has indeed been an impor- 
tant issue, and when Peter 
explains his role in the cam- 
paign, it gets a good response. 
“T have just got a pushchair for 
my daughter, so I am becoming 
aware of access, especially in 
schools,” said mum Julie Obie. 
The cost of parking fees and 
the lack of street lighting are also 
high on the agenda. But national 
disability issues, such as the 
Government’s — anti-discrimina- 
tion bill are not well known. 
Dawn Cave, whose three-and 
a-half-year-old daughter Lucy 
has Rett Syndrome, said she 
was turned down twice for an 
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The New Luxury Pushchair from Alvema 


Confidence comes with finding the right 
pushchair which combines comfort, control and 
ease of use, whatever the circumstances. 


The new Max pushchair has been designed to 
provide seating comfort for your child, and at the 
same time, to ensure maximum positioning and 


With a high quality lightweight frame as standard, 
the Max is simple and safe to manoeuvre, even in a 


busy or restricted environment. 


The Max is adjustable to suit children from 
1-12 years, and can be folded away easily for 
storage in the back or boot of a car. There is also 
a helpful choice of extra equipment included. 


Alvema’s new pushchair combines the 
practicality of earlier popular models of the Max 
with years of additional research and 
development to produce the most up to date in 


design and technical facility. 


Alvema — Quite simply the best. 


orange badge. “At night it is 
awful trying to park, and there 
are three or four cars on our 
street with disability badges.” 

Being disabled does not affect 
the way most people treat him, 
Peter argues. And his local 
party did not pick him on 
account of his disability. Agent 
Judith Powell-Tuck said: “We 
picked him because he works so 
hard. The fact that he is also 
disabled shows disabled people 
‘this is what he can do’.” 

Peter has only had one person 
be openly abusive, though he’s 
unsure whether that was because 
he was Conservative or disabled. 

“T did a ‘Keith Joseph’ — listen- 
ing until he’d finished while 
slowly reversing. Then I said: ‘I 
have listened to what you’ve 
said, perhaps next time you can 
show me the same respect’. He 
closed the door quietly. 

“Some people when they open 
their doors and see me do take a 
step back, but then they hear 
me talk and it is all right.” 


Despite losing to Labour, 
Peter was “very pleased” to 
cut the Labour vote by 167. 
In Rugby, the council 


remained under no overall 


control. “The vote showed 
that I am not a pushover. 
There is already talk of me 
fighting another seat. It was 
good news in a bad climate 
nationally,” he said. 


Send for a free colour brochure on the new Alvema Max 
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Dorset BH23 1EU. Tel: 01202 481818. Fax: 01202 476688 
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~~ Liberal © 
Democrats 


Mike and Jo Bruton check their 
lists as they go door to door. “I 
would not expect much in the 


way of a sympathy vote.” 
NIC PATON 


Mike Bruton has been a liberal 
all his life. First he was a mem- 
ber of the old Liberal Party and 
then, when the Liberals and the 
Social Democrats merged in 
1988, he was one of the first six 
Liberal Democrats in Maiden- 
head. 

This is the first time he has 
stood as a candidate in Maiden- 
head and Windsor’s Belmont 
Ward. He was persuaded by 
local friends and colleagues, 
and the prospect of retiring 
from his role as executive direc- 
tor of the Disabled Drivers 
Association (DDA) in Septem- 
ber. 


| 
| 


t’ll be alright on 


He has Charcot-Marie-Tooth © 


Disorder, a condition that 
affects the nerves in muscles of 
the arms and legs. 

He uses an electric wheelchair 
but can use his sticks to canvass 
on the doorstep. He is the only 
wheelchair-using candidate in 
Windsor and Maidenhead. 

He is not one to sit still for 
long. On top of his work with 
the DDA, he is an active mem- 
ber of the Muscular Dystophy 
Group. 

He and his wife Jo are well- 
known figures around Belmont, 
a relatively affluent, commuter- 
belt suburb. They are active 


members of the Methodist 
church and _ local chess 
congress. 


“You get people coming up to 
you and saying, ‘Of course I 
remember you: you taught my 
Johnny chess in 1978’,” he 
laughed. 

But Belmont’s affluence belies 
deep-seated worries, especially 
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loom of the 1980s, 
|Mike. 

| “This ward was the place 
jwhere the Liberal Democrats 
|nade their breakthrough. 

| “In 1986 the borough was 100 
her cent Tory, apart from a few 
ndependents. After the 1991 
| ocal election, control passed to 
jhe Liberal Democrats and 
| ndependents. 

| “The office-building boom of 
iche mid eighties has left a lot of 
mpty office space. Shops are 
jalso under pressure from out- 
f-town shopping centres, a 
ipolicy the Tories now seem to 
have done a u-turn on, but it is 
probably too late. 

“People are also concerned 


argues 


sures and pedestrianisation.” 

| Mike helped campaign for an 
jupgrading of Maidenhead’s 
pedestrianised high-street, and 
also for a ramp into the local 
NatWest bank. But disability is 
jjust not an issue on the 
\doorstep, he said. 

“No one is interested in dis- 
ability issues. The only person 
who has noticed my disability 
was a lady who had an external 
‘rail on her house. It was put up 
in the wrong place and went 
down to the rubbish instead of 
/out into the street.” 

| His view is backed up on the 
doorstep, with people con- 
‘cerned totally with other local 
or national issues. One man 
said his big issue is the 
ownership of terrestrial televi- 
‘sion, but concedes it is some- 
‘thing that Maidenhead and 
Windsor Liberal Democrats 
‘probably cannot do a great deal 
about. 
_ Mike also doesn’t push his 
‘own disability as an issue. 

“Tt’s a bit like Roosevelt. He 
played down his polio. It is 
interesting how far disabled 
people have come from that. 

“T would not expect much in 
the way of a sympathy vote. If 
anything, these seems to be 
more of an anti-racial bias. 

“The only thing that’s differ- 
ent about me is that I’m slower 
than able-bodied candidates.” 


The Liberal Democrats took 
control of Windsor and 
Maidenhead on election 


night, and Mike was duly 
elected. Mike said he was 
“delighted” at the result, 


with 885 votes. “One of the 
first things I will do is cam- 
paign for the town hall to be 
made more accessible. I was 


lection night 


ic Paton and Tim Russell joined three of them on the campaign trail. 


Labour 


With lunchtime approaching, 
John Mansfield is taking a well- 
earned break at his local pub. 
The Labour candidate for Great 
Ayton has been working hard 
since 7am, studying canvass 
returns and distributing leaflets. 
“We've been campaigning for 
two weeks and it can be quite tir- 
ing. We have a tough task ahead 
of us but Iam sure we can win.” 
John has lived in Great Ayton, 
a small market town in North 
Yorkshire with a population of 
4,000 people, for ten years. Local 
voters are traditionally true blue 
— the town is, ironically enough, 
within Minister for Disabled 
People William Hague’s Rich- 
mond constituency — but John 
feels the tide is changing. 
“Labour has never won a seat 
here so I’m certainly up against 
it. But Tony Blair has made a 
great difference and many peo- 
ple here are sick of the Tories.” 
Labour’s shadow environment 
minister Frank Dobson is in 
town to lend his support and the 
two are deep in conversation 
about the party’s campaign. 
“John is an excellent candi- 
date,” said Mr Dobson, tucking 
into a huge plate of cod and 
chips. “The fact he is disabled 


will not harm his chances at all. 


David Blunkett has led the way 
and shown what disabled peo- 
ple can achieve. It is great that 
people like John are following 
in his footsteps.” 

After lunch, John and his team 
set off on the campaign trail. 

“This is the bit I really like,” 
said John. “Getting out there 
and meeting the public. We do 
some telephone canvassing, but 
you can’t beat talking to people 
face to face. I enjoy a good 
debate, but you can’t afford to 
get into long arguments as it 
wastes time.” 

Local resident Ron Edwards 
said he would vote for John on 
4 May. “John would make a 
good councillor. It does not mat- 


ter that he is disabled. A person’s 
ability is what matters.” 

John does not believe people 
treat him differently because he 
is disabled. “You get a few who 
feel uncomfortable about talk- 
ing to someone in a wheelchair 
but, on the whole, most people 
here are very good. 

“Children are the best. They 
are so straightforward. If they 
want to know why you can’t 
walk, they just ask you.” 

John is secretary of the local 
Labour constituency party and 
finds time to campaign for 
other candidates in the area. 

“T’ve always loved politics and 
sometimes wonder if I could 
have become an MP if I had not 
been disabled.” 

John believes disability issues 
are important — he recently 
organised a petition supporting 
Harry Barnes’ Civil Rights (Dis- 
abled Persons) Bill — but is equally 
keen to talk about housing, the 


health service and the economy. 

“There are many issues I want 
to campaign on. Disability is 
just one of them.” 

Labour’s local campaign co- 
ordinator Neil Johnson said: 
“Even though John is disabled 
we will not give disability issues 
a higher profile as we do not 
want to treat him differently.” 

John finishes his day chatting 
with voters on a council estate. 
“IT was born in Newcastle, but I 
really feel at home here. I like 
the people and want to repre- 
sent their interests.” 


John was “very  disap- 


pointed” to be beaten into 
third place on election night. 
The council went from Tory 


to no overall control. “I got 
542 votes, seven per cent more 
than last time, but it was not 
nearly enough. I knew it was 
going to be a tough fight.” 


Frank Dobson (/eft) with John Mansfield at a local market: “Disability is just one campaign issue.” 


Disabilitywow Offers 
The ultimate loniser only £15.95 


Our loniser does more more than bring clean, fresh, healthy air to 
your home — it ionises the atmosphere, removing stale air and 
helping to eliminate dust, pollen, household odours such as 
cooking smells and cigarette smoke. It will also bring welcome 


relief to people with hay fever. 


The unit is only 5%/sin x 3°/in x 1°/in, operates silently and comes 
with a fitted plug. Each unit is suitable for rooms up to 26ft. 
Simply plug into the mains and let it freshen your home for well 


under 1p per day. It’s guaranteed for 5 
years and conforms to BS3456 Part 101. 


| enclose my cheque/PO (no cash) for £ 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 
01483 268888 


made payable to DN 


loniser Offer. Or debit my 1 Access U Visa Card No. Expiry date 


[eral eT lndntl Sethe Toticholatielia 


Please send me: 


lonisers @ £15.95 
(not including batteries) 


Orders are processed 
within 48 hrs of 
receipt. Please allow 
21-28 days for deliv- 
ery. If you are not sat- 
isfied, we will refund 
your money if you 


TIM RUSSELL 


3 CI Help: si Oaily jini 


ing Independent Life at Home rf 


TER 2. 
A ery operated 
to enable easy bathing. 
Code 1341 


£443 
np, £4.00 bet 


return the goods 


Send Ij DN pi eh Offer, JEM House, undamaged within a CHESTERCARE SIDINGS ROAD, LOWMOOR ESTATE 
Little Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 week. Py KIRKBY-IN-ASHFIELD, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NG17 7Z. 


%, 
DN0020 ae TELEPHONE: 01623 757955 FAX: 01623 755585 
‘e 


@ 


very touched by the number 
of personal votes for me.” 


A Division of Homecraft Supplies Limited 
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10 News 


nie illite. 


ren preteen : 


Thames reached: a group of disabled children arrived in London’s Little Venice on 14 May after the canoe- 


ing trip of a liftetime. The children, aged between ten and 16, had paddled 145 miles from Birmingham’s 
Gas Street Basin, passing through 150 locks, aqueducts and mile-long tunnels. The week-long trip was 
organised by the children’s charity Barnardo’s. All children were accompanied by staff and volunteers. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Dublin, Paris, Florida, Costa 


Almeria, Cyprus, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and canal cruisers in France. 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844 


appreciate the 
function of the 


of the foot. 


golfers compete at 


Amputee Golf 


Sporting amputees 


Endolite Torque 
Absorber for activities 
such as golf, which 
call for significant rotation 


You can see some of the 
World’s leading amputee 
The Endolite British Open 


Championships 1995. This 
will be held at Bryn Meadows 


Play areas 
under fire 


Children’s charity Hapa is call- 
ing for improved access to play 
areas and play schemes for dis- 
abled children. 

Planners, local authorities and 
teachers often do not appreciate 
the needs of disabled children, 
claims the charity. 

The design and physical access 
of play areas need to be taken 
into account so that disabled 
children are not forgotten. 

This year is the Hapa’s silver 
jubilee. Highlight of the year 
will be a children’s party at Ful- 
ham Palace, west London on 12 
July. Details: 0171-731 1435. 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 


Golf Course near Hengoed, 
Mid Glamorgan. 7th - 9th July. 

Endolite has sponsored this 
event ever since it began in 
1990. It has now become the 
major European tournament 
open to amputee golfers. for 
more information about the golf 
championships contact Brian 
Mayo on 01495 225590. 


For information about the Endolite 
Torque Absorber, part number 
409130 contact the Blatchford 
Sales Department on 01256 465771. 


Study slams 
‘too heavy’ 


Wheelchairs are often too big, 
too heavy and too difficult to 
manoeuvre, a study by the Uni- 
versity of Newcastle has discov- 
ered. 

Wheelchair users also face 
long waits to get their 
wheelchairs repaired, and are 
often unhappy with the alter- 
ations that are made. 

Ann Jocoby, co-author of the 
report, A Study of User Satisfac- 
tion with Wheelchair Provision 
in Newcastle*, published by the 
university’s Centre for Health 
Services, said the problem was 
not so much the design of chairs 
but the limits in their provision. 

“There is a standard range of 
chairs on offer, so people are 
often unable to get the lighter 
ones that they need. Adapta- 
tions can also increase the 
weight.” 

The study, over one _ year, 
examined the experiences of 


regular wheelchair _users 
around the city through a 
postal questionnaire and 


detailed interviews. More than 
200 wheelchair users took part. 

“Often you give someone one 
of the standard chairs and then 


Golfers wearing the Endolite Torque 
Absorber will be worth watching at 

The Endolite British Open 
_ Amputee Golf Championships 1995 


Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH United Kingdom 


Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 
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wheelchairs 


:| 


| 


have to fiddle around with it, 
and that costs more. Then, 
when you have problems, you 
can have a knock-on effect on 
the carer. 

“If you add all these things 
together, the cost may be more 
than the cost-saving of provid- 
ing a standard chair at the 
beginning. 

“Basically, it’s a case of cutting 
off your nose to spite your 
face?” 

Though the study was con- 

fined to Newcastle, the problem 
went beyond one city, she 
argued. 
* The Royal College of Physi- 
cians is calling on wheelchair 
manufacturers and users to 
work together over standards of 
service. Such standards are not 
yet available, said a report by 
the college, and should cover 
delay in supply, customer satis- 
faction, and the speed and 
quality of repair. 


* £8, Report 69, Centre for 
Health and Services, University 
of Newcastle upon Tyne, 21. 
Claremont Place, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE2 4AA. : 


Health and 


wealth ... 


Poor people die earlier and are 
more likely to be disabled or get 
ill, a report by independent 
charity the King’s Fund found 
in April. - 

Those who are worse off 
could die up to eight years ear- 
lier, claimed the report, Tack- 
ling Inequalities in Health. 

Poor housing, unsatisfactory 
diet and stress are all 
highlighted as contributory 
factors. a 

The report called for better 
housing and a restructuring of 
the benefit system to improve 
living standards. | 

It also called for a better dis- 
tribution of health service cash 
to people most in need and 
improvements in childcare, edu-- 
cation and employment oppor- 
tunities. 


| 


Tackling Inequalities in Health: 
an agenda for action, £14.95, 
BEBC Distribution, tel: (0800) 
262260. 


Goodbye 
to NDIP 


Ann Darnbrough reports 

The National Disability Infor- 
mation Project (NDIP) came to 
an end in March. 

Its passing was quietly saluted 
by 280 delegates, mostly repre- 
senting local information 
organisations, at a conference 
in Nottingham. 

The view of the conference 
was that the greatest achieve- 
ment of NDIPhad been to 
raise awareness of the 
}information needs of disabled 
| people. 
| At the conference a new 
organisation was launched, the 
Alliance of Advice and infor- 
mation Providers, which will 
aim to support the development 
of local information and advice 
services to meet the needs of 
disabled people and carers. 

Sadly, the Department of 
Health has limited the alliance’s 
funding to £50,000 over one 

year. 
| This will finance a develop- 
ment worker, based at the Dis- 
ablement Information and 
Advice Lines (DIAL UK) office 
| in Doncaster. 


Royal welcome: Prince Charles discusses the new education centre 
with Alan Cruikshank of the Gordon Disabled Action Group 


Centre gets Royal seal of approval 


Prince Charles chatted to local 
wheelchair users before helping 
members of Harlaw Centre for 
Disabled People lay the founda- 
tion stone of a new environmen- 
tal education centre at Newseat 
Community Woodland in Stir- 
ling, Scotland, in April. 

The Tilhill Economic Forest 


(TEF) group, who manage the 
woodland, will rebuild an old 
farmhouse to show local people 
what life was like at the turn of 
the century. 

Nick Aninin of TEF said: “The 
centre will focus on environmen- 
tal issues. We will provide special 
facilities for disabled people.” 


TOYOTABILITY. 


Teacher wins 


News 11 


legal battle 


A Suffolk teacher with ME made 
legal history in May when 
he won an appeal for damages 
after a car crash caused a 
serious relapse in his 
condition. 

The charity Action for ME 
hopes the ruling, made by the 
House of Lords, will help many 
people with ME who believe 
their condition was brought on 
by shock or trauma. 

Ronald Page, of Bury St 
Edmonds, had been recovering 
from ME, which causes muscle 
fatigue and flu-like symptoms, 


when he was involved in the 
crash three years ago. Mr Page 
said he was physically unhurt, 
but the shock of the accident 
left him permanently affected 
by ME. 

Although the High Court 
awarded Mr Page £160,000 
damages in 1992 for alleged 
negligence by the other driver, 
the decision was later over- 
turned. 

Martin Arber of Action for 
ME said: “This decision is a 
great boost to other people 
involved in similar cases.” 


Making lives safer 


The Suzy Lamplugh Trust 
launched a campaign in May to 
promote greater personal safety 
for disabled people. 

The Trust published a consulta- 
tive document, which sets out 
safety guidance for disabled peo- 
ple at home, in the workplace and 
while travelling, and a leaflet. 

The campaign is the result of 
two years of investigation by a 


RELIABILITY 


and leisure activities. 


in front. 


CAPABILITY 


place to be. 


The Corolla is Britain’s most reliable car and, like all Toyotas, 
has an outstanding reputation for quality and reliability. 

This means we're able to offer you a 3 year or 60,000 mile 
manufacturer's warranty as standard. 

In addition there is one year’s free Club Toyota RAC 
Membership including European cover plus a range of cultural 


AFFORDABILITY 


With generous specifications, competitive prices and special 

discounts available to Motability customers, the Toyota range 
offers exceptional value for money. 

Superb re-sale values, 

competitive insurance premiums available through the Toyota 
Insurance scheme, all contribute to ensure low running costs. 

Special finance is available on all new Toyotas through 

Motability Finance to put you behind the wheel of the car 


Driver's airbag, ventilated front disc brakes, side impact beams 
and crumple zones front and rear make the Corolla a safe 


Power steering, 60/40 split rear seat and remote boot and fuel 
flap release make the Corolla supremely convenient. 
in If you require something bigger, then for class-leading 
performance, economy, reliability and interior space, look 
no further than the British-built Carina E. 


Home Office working party, set 
up by the Trust. 

Trust founder Diana Lam- 
plugh said: “Research has 
shown that disabled people are 
more at risk than others.” 


Guidance on Personal Safety for 
Disabled People, £1.50, Out and 
About, free, Suzy Lamplugh 
Trust, tel: 0181-392 1839. 


exceptional fuel economy and 


For more information on the Toyota of your choice please complete the coupon 
and send it to: Motability Department, Toyota (GB) Ltd., The Quadrangle, 


| Station Road, Redhill, Surrey RH1 1PX, or call us free on 0800 7775557 | 
Please send information on C] Starlet (J Corolla LJ Carina E 

| CJ Previa CJ Hiace | 
Name ___ : : I ot epee Sy —_ 

| Address =! 4 a3 ——-s as 

| RA @DrOvoTA \ | 
Baie OTR AE FREE 

Current Car: Make _ ae ee YEAR (} 

| Model___ SSS sSDaatte of Reg: SS WARRANTY 


THE CAR IN FRONT IS A @ TOYOTA 


*The Toyota Information Service is operated on behalf of Toyota (GB) L a © 
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12 International news 


Pioneering team 
serves Afghans 


Pip Land reports 
The British charity SERVE has 
moved a small team into Jalal- 
abad, Afghanistan, to pioneer 
work among deaf people in the 
war-torn country. 

The major objective of the 
mainly Afghan team will be to 
document the country’s indige- 
nous sign language. “We are 
very excited about this,” said 
SERVE’s director 
Stephen Craig. “This will mean 
that Afghans will have control 


executive 


over their own language.” 
SERVE is a Christian charity 
with a policy of respecting the 
cultural and religions traditions 
of Afghan people. 
It began working with Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan fifteen 


years ago. From this work grew 
a community-based rehabilita- 
tion programme for blind 
refugees, run by Kohn Soc 
Choon, who is Malaysian, and 
a local visually impaired man, 
Qayam Sadiq. 
Mrs Choon 
impaired people are often iso- 
lated because they are neglected 
or their family is over-protective. 
She hoped to overcome this 
with mobility and vocational 
training. The charity has also 
helped form a club for deaf men 
in Jalalabad and is training 
teachers to integrate deaf and 
blind children in local schools. 


said visually 


SERVE, PO Box 477, Pashauwar, 
2500, Pakistan. 


Bakare Beds 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, 
PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH. Tel: 01 752 34 22 22 


BaKare are the distributors of the unique VOLKER 2080E — 
probably the best Home Nursing Bed on the market — this is 
a touch button hi-lo multi functional bed that looks like a 
stylish piece of furniture — not like a hospital bed! 


BaKare Motorised adjustable Beds from £600. 
Send for free no obligation leaflets & Price List. 


BaKare — a name for Comfort & Price! 


+: (i ol 
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¥ 
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Qayam Sadiq with his young son in the back streets of Pashawar, Afghanistan 


TIDE of progress 


A European conference which 
discussed the latest technical 
aids for people with disabilities 
was held in Paris in April. 

More than 400 delegates from 
20 countries, including Britain, 
France, America and Japan, 
attended the second Technol- 
ogy Initiative for Disabled and 
Elderly People (TIDE) 
Congress. 

Delegates agreed that manu- 
facturers must be constantly 
aware of disabled people’s needs 


and voiced concern that many 
disabled people were not get- 
ting access to the latest techni- 
cal advances. 

A new. Association for 
Advancement of Assistive Tech- 
nology in Europe (AAATE) was 
launched during the Congress. 

Members, which include pro- 
fessionals, representatives of 
disability groups and manufac- 
turers, will discuss the unmet 
needs of disabled people 
throughout Europe. 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVLCASIONS 
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The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
by Invatravel Conversions 


at Se weet” 


Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including: 
* underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 


* hydraulic lowering rear suspension with spring assisted alloy ramp 
* manual ramps, etc 
Disabled driver options for full independence. 


Prices start from £15,150.00 on the road excluding all taxes from which disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy, tel: 01704 506608, Fax: 01704 506607. 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


RECOGNISED CONVERTER 


PIP LAND 


Support pack 


Mencap is planning to produce 
a support pack for people with 
profound and multiple disabili- 
ties from all over the world. 

It will include information 
about services worldwide, give 
examples of good practice and 
examine disabled people’s legal 
rights. Information is being 
gathered from groups all over 
the world, including Uganda. 

A Mencap spokesperson said: 
“We hope the pack will help 
these people to participate fully 
in society.” . 


Nancy joins fight. 


Nancy Reagan has joined the 

fight to spread public awareness 

of Alzheimer’s disease. 
Husband Ronald, former US 


President, has the condition, 


which results in loss of memory. 

In a series of US radio and tv 
advertisements which began in in 
April, Mrs Reagan urges people 
to learn more about Alzheimer’s. 
She wants people to get in touch 
with the Alzheimer’s Associa- 
tion for assistance. 

“Families need help to cope,” 
she said in the advertisements. 


Canadian visit 


Lord Ashley of Stoke, who is 


deaf, visited Ontario in April to — 
meet Canada’s first deaf-born — 


politician, Gary Malkowski. 


Mr Malkowski, who is a mem- ~ 
ber of Ontario’s Provincial Par- — 


liament, is working on an 
anti-discrimination bill for dis- 
abled Ontarians. The two politi- 
cians compared their experiences 


of political life for the BBC’s See 


Hear tv programme. 


Preview 13 


It’s that Northern Naidex time 
of year. The exhibition visits 
Doncaster for the first time on 
14-15 June at the Doncaster 
Exhibition and Conference 


Centre. 

More than 100 exhibitors will 
be displaying their latest 
products and services. 

See the new range of Medi- 
tec hoists and other Aidserve 


ghix 
ies 


Easy rider: move from your car to your wheelchair in a seated position using Ferno’s Beasytrans 


products at stand 276. Two 
types of hoist are available: the 
hydraulic model, £545, and the 
electric, £800. 

_ The new Beasytrans from 
Ferno will be on display at 


MED yg 


Aidserve’s new Medi-tec hoist 


stand 55. This lightweight “S” 
shaped device helps transfer a 
erson in a seated position 
‘rom a bed or car toa 


| Travel facts 


| By road: exit junction three 

. or four on the M18 and 

| follow white or brown signs 
marked Doncaster 
Exhibition Centre. 
Parking: the exhibition 
centre has 2,670 free parking 
spaces. 

| By rail: Doncaster railway 
station is one mile from the 

| exhibition centre. 


wheelchair and vice versa. 
Prices start from £258.50 plus 
VAT. 

On show for the first time at 
stand 75 will be Coopers Health 
Care’s Bumblebee Kiddies 
Commode, for under £100, the 
new Merlin bathboard, for 
about £17, and the C’airecush 
pressure relief range. 


The new Neater Eater Version 
3 for people with limited arm 
movement will be displayed by 
Michaelis Engineering on stand 
133, £763. 

Thinking of buying a new 
car? The Lewis Reed Group 
will be offering advice and free 
home demonstrations at stand 
M7A. Lewis Reed deal with 


The latest from Newton 
The KARMA Range 


@ 4 exciting wheelchairs for 
indoor and outdoor use 
including children’s 
version 


@ High quality aluminium 
construction ata 
competitive price 


@ Many new features 
including adjustable 
backs 


@ Attendant and self 
propelled versions 


@ Ultra lightweight 
@ Detachable covers 


The KARMA range of wheelchairs just released by Newton Products is 
a major step forward in the manual wheelchair market. With high 
quality and competitive pricing we believe the KARMA range with its 
many features normally found only as extras will be a “show stopper”. 


Send for details now of this new KARMA range. 


Name 


Address____ 


Post Code 


Tel. Number 


Or call the sales line 0121-785 9355/6 


_ON 6/95 


DISABILITY NOW KARMA 


be 


Renault and Nissan vehicles 
and offer in-house conversions. 

A working model of 
Eastbourne Shower’s Geberit 
Showertoilet will be at stand 21. 
Washing, drying and flushing 
are controlled by an optical 
beam, remote-control-activated 
by the movement of a hand or 
foot. From £1,750 plus var. 

See Jenx therapy equipment for 
children with special needs on 
stand 346. The new nursery 
range includes a lion chair, £259 
plus VAT, and a giraffe chair, 
£255 plus vAT. Products are 
made from Scandinavian birch 
wood and use bright materials 
and hand painted designs. 


See you there! 


The DN team will be on 
stand 366, handing out sam- 
ple copies of the June issue 

and hoping to meet readers. 
Do come along! 


Comfort Wheelchair’s new 
ETR wheelchair will be shown 
for the first time on stand 
007A. It features an electrically 
powered tilt and recline 
mechanism, £2,800. 

The Government information 
stand will offer visitors advice 
and information on various 
government department 
services and benefits. 

Visitors will also have an 
opportunity to try out walking 
frames, the latest scooters and 
wheelchairs at the exhibition’s 
test track. 


Opening times 
Wednesday 14 June 10am- 


5pm and Thursday 15 June 
10am-4pm. 


ADVICE - personal and confidential help service 
FRIENDSHIP - through local groups 


ee Benerits - ferry and other cost concessions 


HOLIDAYS - provision and advice 


CAMPAIGNS - local and national action 
INFORMATION & "Magic Carpet" magazine 


Our premier powered wheelchair! 


The ‘Royale’ is a new addition to the Newton range of powered 
wheelchairs. The compact and easily foldable design of the 
wheelchair is equally at home indoors and with 200mm castors, 
rear wheel traction and kerbclimber, outdoors. The Royale's high 
manouverability, smooth comfortable ride and high specification 
sets a new standard in its class. Additional seating options are 
available to upgrade this wheelchair to even higher standards. 
Return the coupon below to Newton Products 

Garretts Green Lane Birmingham B33 OSQ for further details: 


DN 6/95 


Address 


OR CALL THE SALES HOTLINE: 0121-785 0355/6 
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14 Comment 


Cartoons deg 


I write to complain about the 
sexist and degrading “Bilco” 
cartoons which appear regu- 
larly and in great quantities in 
Chariot magazine. They make 
women the butt of their jokes, 
portraying women as stupid or 
hideous stereotypes, which are 
extremely offensive. 

Not content with cartoons, 
they print headlines with 
sexual innuendoes. 


SPECIALISTS IN 
WORLDWIDE 
TRAVEL 
FOR THE 
DISABLED 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


rade women 


The latest Chariot is still 
trotting out these extremely 
dated, tired and appalling 
attitudes. 

When will the editor realise 
that disabled people do not 
want this sort of rubbish? 
Brenda Ellis 
Head of policy 
Greater London Association of 
Disabled People 
London SW9 


BOOK your] 
nolicdays witin 
confidence 


ATS Travel is a member of ASTA, one of 
the largest travel associations in the world. 
Furthermore, ATS Travel are retail agents for 

ATOL holders and ALL our holidays are 
FULLY BONDED 


Don't take chances 
Tel: 01708 863198 


or write to: 


ATS Travel, ATS House, 1 Tank Hill Road 


Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX 


MEMBER 


cay 
American society 
of Travel Agents 


Integrity in Travel 


All licensed taxis will be accessible |) 


Following the concern that cur- 
rently “accessible” taxis may 
not be accessible to some dis- 
abled people (DN February and 
March), as chairman of the 
Taxis Working Group of the 
Disabled Persons’ Transport 
Advisory Committee (DPTAC), 
I want to allay people’s fears. 

A recent major review by the 
Department of Transport 
(DTp) on the future of taxi 
licensing including accessibility, 
plus a recommendation by the 
Transport Select Committee — 
on the basis of input from the 
working group — that access- 
ibility for all disabled people 
must be a key consideration of 
future policy, led to a DTp 
response earlier this year. 

Legislation is to be 
introduced, through the 
Disability Discrimination Bill 
now going through Parliament, 
requiring that all licensed taxis 
must be accessible in future. 

This does not mean that the 
whole country must use the 
current design of London taxi. 
Nor does it affect private hire 
vehicles or minicabs, which will 
continue to use saloon cars. 


Come on, Chris 


What an old misery Chris 
Davies is. While I concede that 
Hearts of Gold is a bit 
exploitative, not to say senti- 
mental, I see nothing wrong in 
showing the public that there 
are kind and decent people in 
the world who will help those 


Te primary function of the brace is to align 


or straighten the lim 


b, which may have 


deformed to a bow or knock knee position, due 
to weakness of the joint. This is usually caused 
by an arthritic condition, resulting in pain or 
undue aching when standing or walking. 
The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, 
where the knee allows the leg to bend to the 


rear. 


Manufactured and Supplied by 


rey 


CS] 

Pe] s 

(Wz 
TERED, 


NHS 
E098 


ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


Telephone 0703 510770 Fax 0703 510772 


Bow Leg (Varus) Before 


It does mean that vehicle 
design and modification suited 
to different types of taxi 
operation must be developed. 

We will see a process of 
design and innovation, driven 
by legislation, that will provide 
new approaches and solutions 
— such as colour contrast and 
lighting for people with impaired 
vision, and modifications for 
people who find bending or 
climbing difficult. 

The technical guidance that 
manufacturers and licensing 


less fortunate than themselves. 
He is being very unrealistic if 
he thinks disabled people, as a 
general rule, aren’t less 
fortunate than the physically fit. 
And the image that Chris 
criticises of a disabled person 
being seen as brave? I agree 
most disabled people don’t see 
themselves as such, but others 
often do...and what’s wrong 


Bow Leg (Varus) After 


authorities will need is being 
drawn up by the DTp with the 
detailed guidance of my group, 
(which includes disabled people, 
eg from Arthritis Care). 
Regulations will set the 
technical detail. The types of | 
vehicles to be licensed in any 
area will be the choice of the 
local licensing authority in 
discussion with local disability 
organisations. 
Bert Massie 
Director, RADAR 
London EC1 


The Elap rotating taxi seat has been fitted to hackney cabs and 
minicabs in various local authorities. Tel: (01254) 871599. 


with bravery? My wife has been” 
ill with lupus for 30 years and, 
among numerous health 
problems, has lost a toe and a 
finger over two months, with a 
threat to the remaining digits. I 
think she is incredibly brave. 
Bernard Clarke 

Manchester 

(Mr Clarke has muscular dys- 


trophy and is a wheelchair user.) | 


Rachel and Richard Show 
A recent Richard Littlejohn 
Live and Uncut included 
Rachel Hurst of Disabled Peo- 
ple’s International. 

According to one viewer, he 
was “thoroughly offensive”, 
asking Rachel “Hunt” (all the 
time) how she can have a serious 
anti-discrimination campaign 
with people going under buses. 

Our heroine took it all in 
good part. She was getting the 
disability view across, she said, 
and that was what mattered. 

“While Olga Maitland ‘admired 
me so much’, I was making faces. 
They couldn’t be more patron- 
ising if they tried. They don’t 
mean to be — they can’t help it.” 


Correction: Yes, it should have 
been “runway” not “runaway” 
in the Victory Airshow compe- 
tition last month. Apologies, 
and we hope you still entered. 


DN has a new e-mail 
address: dnow@ 


d-access.demon.co.uk 
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DN goes to the Republic of Ireland 


he 
| 
Dh 


‘Ryanair flies into trouble 


Y 


‘| restricted the 


} sent 


Irish disability groups have 
called on Ryanair to stop dis- 
criminating against disabled 
people after the airline 
number — of 
wheelchair users on its flights to 
two. 

The Irish airline has also said 
it will no longer provide 
wheelchairs for passengers. 

The Forum of Disabled People 


i (FDP), the Irish Wheelchair 


of protest to 
Ryanair and the Department of 


. Equality and Law Reform. 


‘Fear over jobs bill 


Concern is growing that a Gov- 
ernment bill which aims to out- 
law discrimination against 
disabled people in the provision 
of goods, facilities and services 
will include a get-out clause. 
The Equal Status Bill, which 
will ban discrimination on 


| grounds of disability, race, reli- 


gion, gender, sexual orienta- 


| tion, or parental status, is due 
_ to come before the Irish Parlia- 
» ment later this year. 


But exemptions from the law 
are proposed where a firm 
claims it is unable to comply 
because of “excessive cost” in 


| Michael Gogarty: concerned 


i 


implementing changes, or if the 


| cost or inconvenience is consid- 
' ered unreasonable. Firms may 
| also be exempted on grounds of 


“difficulties and disruption”. 


Meet DN in Dublin 
— and get £5 off your 
new subscription 

DN will be at the 


Care Ireland ’95 exhibition, 
8-10 June, at the Royal 
Dublin Society. We look 
forward to meeting readers 
old— and new — on-stand M9. 


| Thanks to everyone who helped 


DN produce this supplement, 


| especially Maureen Gilbert of the 


National Rehabilitation Board. 


FDP spokesperson Michael 
Reynolds said: “This is a totally 
unwarranted and unfair restric- 
tion which discriminates 
against disabled people.” 

A CPI spokesperson said: “We 
understand the airline has intro- 
duced this rule for the comfort 
and safety of other passengers. 
We have written to complain 
and asked them to rethink.” 


airport workers, has discussed 
the matter with the European 
Commissioner for Transport, 


Michael Gogarty, chairperson 
of the Forum of Disabled Peo- 
ple, said: “We are concerned 
that this bill would enshrine dis- 
crimination on the grounds of 
cost and reinforce the public’s 
negative perception of disabled 
people.” 

The Government also plans to 
introduce an Employment 
Equality Bill, which aims to give 
disabled people equal treatment 
in the workplace. The bill will 
go before the Irish Parliament 
later this year. 


Neil Kinnock. 

SIPTU’s civil aviation branch 
secretary Paul O’Sullivan said: 
“Airport workers at Dublin are 
calling on Ryanair to stop this 
blatant discrimination. 

“We believe the airline is in 
breach of its obligations to soci- 
ety as a licensed public transport 
company and is failing to follow 
guidelines laid down by the 


\\ 


Peer counsellor Eddie Walsh: helping people adjust 


International Civil Aviation 
Authority. We are calling on the 
Government to compel the air- 
line to meet its obligations.” 

A Ryanair spokesperson said: 
“We have introduced this rule for 
safety reasons and because of the 
costs involved in handling 
wheelchair users. Dublin airport 
charges us £40 to help a 
wheelchair user on to a flight.” 
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The Services Industrial 
| Association and the Cerebral Professional Technical Union 
| Palsy eae of Ireland have (SIPTU), which _ represents Peer suppo rt 


The Irish Wheelchair Associa- 
tion (IWA) launched a nation- 
wide peer counselling service 
for disabled people in May. 

The project enables disabled 
people to receive one-to-one 
counselling from trained people 
who are themselves disabled. 

The Department of Social 
Welfare has provided £50,000 to 
get the project up and running 
and 11 wheelchair users have 
completed a year-long training 
course, including Eddie Walsh. 

“Becoming disabled can be very 
traumatic,” said Mr Walsh. “This 
service will help people adjust.” 

The IWA has also set up an infor- 
mation and resource centre for dis- 
abled people and their families. 


IWA, tel: (03531) 8338241. 


CARCHAIR IN ACTION 


Constables understand the needs of the wheelchair user...which is not 


surprising when you consider our pedigree... with over twelve years’ 


first-hand experience of the mobility market. 


The Carchair is a wheelchair system which becomes the front 


passenger or driver's seat of a standard production motor car. 


Naturally, this eliminates the need to transfer from wheelchair 


to car seat and avoids the purchase of a ‘special’ vehicle. 


As a complete unit the Carchair system comprises a specially 


designed wheelchair and easy-to-operate lift mechanism 


which can be fitted into a range of vehicles. The wheel- 


chair itself is as much at home around the house as it 


is in the family car or out-of-doors. 


Quite simply, no other wheel- 


chair is so adaptable. 


Constables Ltd - DeptDN - Freepost BR1032 - HalLsHAM - East Sussex - BN211BR - TELEPHONE (0323) 440606 
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Delegates 
draw up 
ethics code 


The Complete Picture, a coali- 
of 100 Irish 


groups, held a conference in 


tion voluntary 
May to draw up a code of ethics 
for charity advertising. 

Delegates decided on a draft 
code which states that advertise- 
ments “should not cause grave or 
widespread offense on grounds 
of age, disability, illness, gender, 
ethnic origin, skin colour, sex or 
sexual orientation” and should 
not “foster a sense of superiority 
on the part of donors”. 

Maureen Gilbert of the 
National Rehabilitation Board 
told the conference in Dublin 
that adverts can reinforce nega- 


Ruin Gilbert: ite urged 


tive images of disabled people by 
portraying them as_ passive 
recipients of charity. 

She said: “A code would be 
very useful and should be moni- 
tored by the beneficiaries of 
fund-raising campaigns.” 

Final wording of the code will 
be discussed at a second confer- 
ence in September. 


With the iil 


FITS ABOVE OR 
BELOW 
YOUR MATTRESS 
GENTLE TO USE 
QUIET MOVEMENT 
TRY OUR FREE 
DEMONSTRATION 
NO OBLIGATION 


Perrrrrrrrerrirrrrrr rrr r tri tr iri r irre rrrr ies 


{1} angar International 


Are ay trapped on your back? 


DON'T BE! 
Lift yourself up 


ititangar Pillow Lift 


(saz 


BRR ERE Ee RRR EEE EERE HEHE SEH EH SHEE RHO EE REE EEEE 


Contact: Sales Dept. Mangar International, 
Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Tel: 01544 267674 Fax: 01544 260287 


Disabled people in Dublin can try their hands at sculpture, thanks to a series of weekly workshops run 
by the Awareness, Publishing, Information and Communication Centre (APIC) until 1 July.. The work- 
shops are run every Saturday at the city’s Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of Modern Art. Materials, 
equipment and advice are supplied by the gallery. APIC, tel: (003531) 872 7930. 


The Irish Wheelchair Associa- 
tion’s. (IWA) driving centre 
faces closure in June due to 
lack of Government funding. 

The Dublin centre, which pro- 
vides expert tuition, advice and 
assessments, costs the associa- 
tion more than £130,000 a year 
to run. 

About £27,000 of these costs 
are paid for by the local Health 
Board. The rest comes from 
donations and money raised by 
IWA events. 

IWA 


spokesperson John 


These products are part of the Mangar Intermodular lifting system 
ae distributed and serviced nationwide by Mangar International 


Meee ween nc ee eee eeseeeeeeeeeeeesseneeseseeseeuseees 


i would like a free Brochure [es A free Demonstration ie 
Nam @usiccecciscsnntveccsstnt ice ren 


POSITION os. .oncceeelise sess ee 
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Dolan said: “I am pleased that 
The Department of Health has 
agreed to sit down and talk 
with us. We will tell them quite 
plainly that unless the centre is 
funded by the State, it just can- 
not continue to operate. 

“IT feel it would be a real 
tragedy if the service ended 
because there is nothing com- 
parable in the Republic. We 
don’t just teach people in 
Dublin; we also have instruc- 
tors in Galway and Cork. 

“We are hopeful that, even at 


Centre faces axe 


this late stage, something can 
be arranged and the service will 
be saved, but obviously time is 
running out. 

“The service has already bene- 
fited than 2,000 
wheelchair users all over Ireland 
and is irreplaceable.” 

A Department of Health 
spokesperson said: “We are 
aware of the driving centre’s sit- 
uation and the financial prob- 
lems it We will be 
meeting with members of the 
IWA to discuss the situation.” 


more 


faces. 


First for Dublin 


Seventeen students are taking 
Europe’s first course in disabil- 
ity studies at Dublin’s National 
College of Industrial Relations. 

The one-year course, run by 
the college and the Centre for 
Independent Living, is open to 
all disabled people. Subjects 
include computer studies, inde- 
pendent living, career and per- 
sonal development and the rise 
of the disability movement. 

It is a one-year pilot project 
funded by the 
Union’s Horizon programme. 

Course co-ordinator James 
Rickards said: “We are very 


European 


excited about the project. Stu- 
dents will get a National Coun- 
cil of Education Awards 


Aiming high: James Rickards 


certificate, but we hope it will 
become a degree-level course.” 


Tel: (003531) 4972917. 


Write and have your say 


The Commission on the Status 
of People with Disabilities will 
recommend changes in educa- 
tion, employment, housing and 
transport when it presents a 
report to the Government at the 
end of 1995. 

The commission has consulted 


disabled people, disability 
groups and service providers 
about how services could be 
improved. It has received more 
than 500 submissions but 
would welcome more. 


Tel: (003531) 667 0344. 


Dublin bus 
protest 
planned 


Disability campaigners plan to 
bring Dublin’s buses to a halt in 


June when they demonstrate | 
against Ireland’s inaccessible | 


public transport system. 
Wheelchair users hope to 


cause delays and disruption by © 


trying to board _ inaccessible 
buses in the city centre. The 
protest will be the first in a 
series organised by the Centre 
for Independent Living (CIL). 

CIL hopes to set up its own 
transport service called Vantas- 
tic, which would be owned and 
run by disabled people. 

The centre’s operations man- 


ager Martin Naughton said: “If _ 


CIL can get funding from the 
European Union, we will start 
Vantastic within two years, 


using specially adapted 
minibuses.” 
Meanwhile, CIL has been 


given Government funding to 
expand its personal care assis- 
tance programme. 


So far, 30 disabled people have | 


been shown how to hire, train 
and manage their own care 
assistants. Another 250 disabled 
people are expected to benefit 
from the programme. 


CIL, tel: (003531) 8730986. 


Services 
‘scandal’ 


Services for people with learn- | 


ing difficulties are “a national 
scandal”, says 
Association of Mentally Handi- 
capped of Ireland (NAMHI). 
Speaking at NAMHI’s annual 
conference, President Eamon 
Carpenter said: “It is a national 
scandal that there are waiting 
lists for day care and residential 
places in all parts of the country. 
“We need an all-out effort by 
statutory and voluntary bodies 


to provide basic human rights — 


for these citizens.” 


Family help group 


A new support group for families 
with young children who have 
diabetes is to be set up by The 
Irish Diabetic Association. 
Chairperson Catherine Walsh 
said: “We know the problems 


the National | 


ee 


many families face after a child | 


has been diagnosed and would 
like to give them all the informa- 
tion and support they need.” 


IDA, tel: (003531) 8363022. 
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‘Ireland has enjoyed consider- 
- able exposure in the British 
_ media over the past 12 months. 
Mainly, this is due to the on- 
going ceasefire in Northern 

Ireland. But much of the 

coverage is about a country 

trying to shake off the image of 

a repressive culture, dominated 

by religion and conservative 

values, and become a pluralist, 

European state, where 

celebration of diversity and 

recognition of all peoples’ 
: rights is the order of the day. 

The present climate is reflected 
in a coalition government 
_ committed to achieving equality. 
_ But that is the result of a 
~- groundswell set up by organ- 

- isations whose members have 
challenged inequality from their 
own experience. 

Disability groups have played 
an important part. The grow- 
ing disability movement has had 
considerable success in putting 
rights on the political agenda. 

* The Republic’s Minister for 
Equality and Law Reform, 
Mervyn Taylor, is drafting leg- 
islation that aims to give dis- 
abled people equal treatment in 
the workplace as well as in the 
provision of goods, facilities 
and services. 

* In 1993, the Irish Government 
set up a Commission on the 
Status of People with Disabili- 
ties. Due to report by 31 
December this year, it will make 
recommendations to improve 
equality for disabled people in 
all areas of Irish society. 

* The minister is also commit- 
ted to facilitating the establish- 
ment of a Council for the Status 
of Disabled People, which will 
be the representative advisory 
body on disability issues, simi- 
lar to the existing Council for 
the Status of Women. 

* On the ground, an indepen- 
dent living centre, self-advo- 
cacy groups, local access 
groups and organisations of 
disabled people have mush- 
roomed in the last five years. 


Too good to be true? 

Before you start packing your 
bags, lulled into a sense that 
Ireland may be the Berkeley of 
Europe, whose greatest disad- 
vantage is a national tv station 
likely to go bust after hosting 
Eurovision three years running, 
remember that the present level 
of activity also relates to the 
level of discrimination and 
marginalisation experienced by 
350,000 disabled people — about 


10 per cent of the population. 
Unemployment is believed to 
be running at 70-80 per cent 
among disabled people of 
working age. (In 1990, only 30 
per cent of the total population 
were in work, supporting the 
rest directly or through tax and 
social insurance contributions.) 
While all children have a right 
to education, disabled children 
must settle for what is available, 
with a strong emphasis, still, on 
segregation. Children with 
learning disabilities are often 


‘Having a council with real 
representation...will 
determine the quality of 
legislation and the level of 
equality for disabled peo- 
ple in the Republic’ 


denied appropriate education. 
There are two full-time access 
officers in the whole country to 
promote access for disabled 
people. The first building 
regulations were introducted in 
1992, but enforcement is 
haphazard outside Dublin. 


Thorny issues 

So, amid all the positive hap- 
penings, there are a number of 
thorny issues to be tackled if 
real equality is to be enjoyed. 

For instance, will resources be 
made available to implement 
equality? 

At a briefing on the forth- 
coming Equal Status Bill, 
Mervyn Taylor gave disabled 
people much cause for concern. 
The bill will prohibit discrim- 
ination on grounds of race, 
gender, sexual orientation, 
disability, and so on in the 
provision of goods, facilities 
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From receiving charity 
to fighting for rights 


Donal Toolan shows how Ireland is making a giant leap forward 


and services. But the minister’s 
proposals indicate that for 
disability there will be opt-out 
clauses if cost or inconvenience 
is considered unreasonable. 

If this legislation is enacted, 
disabled people could be worse 
off than before, as the act 
would give providers of goods 
and services a legal basis for 
denying access. 

Drafting of the bill is at a 
relatively advanced stage. 
Disability groups will have to 
lobby hard, and enlist the 
support of the other groups in 
the bill, to have any real impact. 

Also, compared to other 
groups, disabled people are less 
resourced and organised for 
political compaigning. Until 
recently, any campaigning was 
done by charities and there 
were few disabled participants. 

While this is not particularly 
different to the experience of 
disabled people in the UK, the 
concept of “charity” has a 
higher value in Ireland than in 
its European neighbours. 

The Church and other 
charitable institutions have 
taken a lead in developing 
education and health care. 
According to European Union 
reports, not only does Ireland 
have a higher per capita 
contribution to charitable 
causes, but the highest number 
of people are engaged in 
voluntary activity. The main 
recipients are disabled people. 

This might sound all very 
jolly, with everybody mucking 
in to help each other out. But a 
more realistic view is of large 
numbers of disabled people 
reliant on unpaid workers 
(family, friends or neighbours) 
or charitable funding. 

Charity, not rights, is what 
enables most disabled people in 


nd 


~ a, 


Specialists in providing live in 
carers for disabled people 


Based in Hertfordshire, the European Nursing Agency can provide live 


in carers and Nurses throughout the UK. 


We are dedicated to placing the most suitable carer to meet your needs 
and fit in with your own personal lifestyle. 


From as little as one weekend to a long term commitment we would love 


to help you out. 


Give Clare a call on: 


St Albans (01727) 840370 


Professional Care With The Personal Touch 


Licensed by the Local Authority and Department of Employment 


Donal Toolan leaves Arbour Hill Chapel, Dublin, after the 1993 


commemoration of the Easter Rising. The church was soon accessible. 


Ireland to be educated, trained, 
given shelter or an opportunity 
to be part of society. 

Meanwhile, society is involved 
in relentless fundraising from 
the Government or the public, 
with little energy left for 
campaigning on root issues. 

Another way of looking at 
this might be to say that while 
the UK has had an active 
British Council of Organis- 
ations of Disabled People since 
1981, Ireland has no recognised 
umbrella group for disabled 
people’s organisations. 

The Forum of People with 
Disabilities was set up in 1990 
to embrace all disabilities and 
to win Government support for 
a representative council. 


THE IRISH TIMES 


Now a Government-appointed 
steering group is working to 
establish that council — and it 
will certainly need Government 
support if it is to compete with 
the huge charity culture. 

Having a council with real 
representation for disabled 
people and its affiliated groups 
will determine the quality of 
legislation and the level of 
equality for disabled people in 
the republic. 


Journalist/broadcaster Donal 
Toolan is a member of the 
Council of State (similar to the 
UK’s Privy Council) which 
advises the Irish President. He 
set up the Forum of People 
with Disabilities. 


JMC Rehab are an established catalogue 


company and have been operating within 
the UK healthcare market for over 11 years. 


JMC Rehab supply a complete service offered 


by no other supplier. 
Our product ranges include: 


@ = Aids for Daily Living 


Wheelchair Accessories 


Portable Ramps 
Transfer Equipment 


Mobility Aids 


Come along to Stand 274 at the Midlands 
Naidex in Doncaster on the14th-15th June to 
pick up your free colour catalogue and see our 
range of new and improved products for 1995. 


Alternativly call our customer service staff on the 
number below and a copy will be sent to you. 


JMC Rehab Ltd 

24 Hogg Street 
Airdrie, ML6 9JH 

Tel: (01236) 764874 
Fax: (01236) 765828 
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Mandy Finlay, 21, here with mum Frieda, is doing training and work 


experience. She is in the Irish basketball team for the Special Olympics. 


Training 


Frieda Finlay writes 

Seven years ago, another 
mother and I got worried 
about what our children with 
learning disabilities would do 
when they left school. 

We travelled around Ireland 
and wrote a detailed report 
about the training centres and 
workshops we saw. 

The thing that surprised us 
most was the absence of any 
set standard in the centres: the 
programmes and the services 
depended entirely on the skill 
and enthusiasm of staff and 
often on whatever contract 
work was available from local 
industries. There was no 
curriculum, requirement or 
standard of achievement. 


Since then, with other 
parents, we have campaigned 
for the Government to recog- 
nise the need for standards 
throughout the service. 

A year ago we secured a 
£50,000 grant for a feasibility 
study, being carried out under 
the auspices of Trinity College, 
Dublin. The report is due this 
month: I am on the steering 
committee. 

We hope the study will 
recommend establishing a 
National Institute of Studies in 
Learning Difficulty. This could 
be a centre of excellence, help 
produce a standard education 
and training curriculum, offer 
back-up resources to training 
centres and collect information 
on best practice nationwide. 


Tel: (003531) 2806353. 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 


For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 01484 400795 Fax: 01484 400796 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


a) JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 01293 871019 Fax: 01293 871007 


or 


At Thomastown in Co 
Kilkenny, there is a coffee shop 
where you can eat home-made 
cakes and scones or have a 
light lunch, all healthy and 
“organic”. The vegetables 
come from the nearby 
Camphill Community — and so 
do the staff, most of them 
people with learning 
disabilities. 

Started two years ago with 
money from the European 
Horizon Programme, the 
coffee shop now breaks even. 
There is only one other like it 
that co-worker Bel Mullen 
knows of — started almost 
simultaneously by another 
Camphill community at 
Kilcullen, near Dublin. 

“We try to make everyone feel 
involved and to have control 


A home of her own? Grainne O’Donnell with her mother Ita. 


FHIST (Funded Housing 
Initiative for South Tipperary) 
has just become Ltd, but its 
ideas are boundless. 


In less than two years it has 
grown from a small group of 
parents in Clonmel, determined 
to get independent housing for 
disabled people, to a fully 
fledged company with £12,000 
in the kitty, a site donated by 
the city corporation and 90 per 
cent funding promised by the 
Department of the Environment. 

Building could start in 
January next year if FHIST 
reaches its £30,000 share of the 
£300,000 cost. 

Once the first ten flats are 
underway, they will fundraise 
for more, ona site that is more 
suitable for wheelchair users. 

Grainne O’Donnell, 27, is 
one disabled person who 


would like a more central site 
so she can get to her job as a 
telephonist/receptionist at a 
centre run by the Mental 
Health Association. 

“T would like a home of my 
own if I could have help,” she 
says. “I lived with my sister for 
two years and I’ve been away to 
school in Dublin for four years, 
so I’ve learned a lot already.” 

“We are aiming to make our 
children independent”, says 
Grainne’s mother, Ita 
O’Donnell, who is secretary of 
the 15 strong group. “All 
parents are ageing and we 
don’t want to see our children 
with nowhere to turn.” 

She says the corporation has 
been “wonderful”. Many 
people have helped too, 
including the National 
Rehabilitation Board and 
pupils from the four local 
secondary schools, who raised 
£6,500 from a street collection 


They’ve taken th 


Six projects that show how disabled people or parents are making t 


just before Christmas — in a 
town of 15,000 people. 

The group also aims to 
improve social activities for 
young disabled people in 
Clonmel. Helped by non- 
disabled young people, it hopes 
to launch a carnival in 
September which could 
become an international event, 
and to arrange international 
exchanges. 

FHIST grew out of the 
Voluntary Youth Council, 
which has 10 branches. There 
are 240 local housing 
associations in southern 
Ireland, but none of them is 
trying to meet the housing 
needs of disabled people. 


FHIST tel: (00353) 5225231. 
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Lolly time: CAPT’s summer camp la 


Joe Egan writes 

CAPT (Children and Parents 
Together) in Thomastown, Co. 
Kilkenny, is different from 
many other parents’ support 
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ring peace in an urban setting 


and responsibility,” she says. 
Disabled staff make day to day 
decisions, such as setting the 
menu or choosing a colour to 
paint the house.” 

Ailish Rohan confirms that 
she makes fresh coffee and 
homemade cakes and waits at 
table. “I love it. A good few 
people come in.” 

Gerry McGrath works in an 
adjoining urban water garden, 
with a stream and flowers, 
which the community also 
bought and developed. It is open 
to the public for a small fee. 

“T do everything — the 
flowerbeds, hedging — and I 
give guided tours. I know 
what’s there,” he says. He 
prefers being out in the garden 
to working in rehab at the 
community and thinks the 
project is “a good idea”. 


Tel: (00353) 5624690. 


bers Bernice Costello, standing left, Kyra Walsh and Terry O’Brien, 
ented awards in April to Martin Wehlan of the Siamsa Tire folk theatre 
Y Mahony of Dunnes Stores, in Tralee, Co Kerry, for wheelchair access 


ing a break 


ause our 20 families include 

1 all kinds of disabilities. Also, we 
anything we plan must take into 
sir needs and views. 

ple, a group of disabled and non- 
ung people now run their own 

9, doing things they want to do, 
1ey are told to do. It has proved 


very popular. 

They decided to raise funds 
for CAP. and organised a 
Family Fun Night, including 
sponsorship, printing tickets 
and advertising. It made £400. 
I don’t know of any other group 
one tries to help that turns 
around and helps you. 

CAPT started two years ago, 
bringing parents together to 
share their experiences. 

Now it is taking action to 
make teachers more aware of 
our needs, and to influence the 
authorities to improve job 
opportunities, training and 
long term accommodation 
with backup services. We have 
submitted a business plan for a 
tourist hostel, which, if built, 
would meet local integrated 
employment and training needs 
in the long term (our dream!). 


Tel: (00353) 5662444. 
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tunge — will you? 


gpen and setting a standard for others in Ireland to follow 


In Tralee, Co Kerry, there’s a 
unique part-time job scheme 
for disabled people that has 
exploited a Churches/European 
employment initiative. 

Kerry is a pilot area, so Jim 
Sheehy of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in Tralee 
applied successfully for nine 
places under disability services 
and community work. “I was 
aware of people with disabilities 
who had skills but no training 
and were just working on a 
voluntary basis, their skills not 
recognised.” 

Five employees have a physical 
disability. They earn up to £80 
a week. Jobs include gathering 
and processing information 
and improving access. 

Wheelchair user Terry O’Brien 
and Bernice Costello are 
looking at disability awareness 
needs in schools and aim to 
create information packs. 
Before the job, Terry felt he had 
been marking time. Now he is 
saying: “We hope to expand the 
packs throughout Munster.” 


Tel: (00353) 66 23292. 


« News 


e Arts 


¢ Gardening 
¢ Sport 
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Opening day winner: Tommy Murphy with tv presenter Derek Davis 


Leisure 


As they planned, the Aughrim 
Tidy Towns Committee in Co. 
Wicklow and the local angling 
club have “set an example 
about creating a different 
society — one where everyone 


belongs and is valued and 
welcomed”. 

The result is Angling for All, 
the first national disabled 
angling facility, which is open 
all the year round and also 
offers temporary employment. 


Tel: (00353) 40236552. 


¢ Benefits 


¢ Motoring 


Are you one of the 80,000 readers keeping up-to-date with 
Disability Now every month? If not, don’t miss out. 


Fill in this coupon now. 


Individuals at home address — £14 (12 issues) [7] £27 (24 issues) (] 
Professionals/organisations — £19 (12 issues) [|] £37 (24 issues) [_] 
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Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, FREEPOST 17, London 
W1E 3HU. Cheques should be made payable to Disability Now. 


Multiple copy rates available on request. Tel: 0171-383 4575. 


FREE ‘NEW ORANGE BADGE’ HOLDER WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE 
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20 Irish Republic special: profile 


Elaine O’Neill talks 


to Mary Wilkinson 


Will Elaine O’Neill become the 
disability entrepeneur of Ireland? 

She has the will and the 
conviction. And as a director of 
the new Disability Equality 
Training (DET) Ltd, the first 
Irish company in this field run 
by disabled people, she has the 
chance to attract more 
mainstream funding and extend 
the training programmes. 

“We are aiming for businesses 
and government services, and 
we hope to go to Marks and 


much more. 


Are you involved with 


Disabled 


[f SQo-- unos Challenge 


The new exciting colour newspaper reporting 
all aspects of Disabled Sport published every month. 


e e 
First Issuc published in August, we will include 


results and reviews, forthcoming events, interviews, coaching 
tips, new product information, Atlanta 96 update, plus much, 


Free to You the first three issues of 


Challenge. Simply complete the coupon at the bottom of this 
advertisement and we will send you further details. 


JOIN OUF ECOM chattenge will report on 


all levels of disabled sport, local, national, and international 
events. If you are organising an event, WE WANT TO KNOW!! 
What event you are planning, time and place, what are the 
results, all relevant details and the people participating. 
PHOTOGRAPHS - When taking any photographs of disabled 
sporting events we will be delighted to publish them for youl 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS TELEPHONE: 


01734 622661 


OR RETURN COUPON BELOW 


Equality is her business 


Spencer and department stores 
to give awareness training.” 
She also wants to train more 
disabled people and set up a 
register of qualified trainers. 
“Disability awareness training 
is just taking off in Ireland and 
Elaine will be taking it 
forward,” says Jane Campbell, 
chairperson of the British 
Council of Disabled People, 
who helped to train Elaine. 
“She was very bright, very 
confident, knew exactly that 


Name (eLoch Letters please) 


Address 


Please return to: 


“Challenge’ Knightswood Publishing FREEPOSTAGS260, Reading, RG] 82ZZ 
o stamp required 


Postcode 
DN 6/95 


disability was an equal 
opportunities issue, was very 
aware of civil rights. She will 
probably have the kind of nerve 
you need starting out.” 

David Hevey, who made the 
first film about disability in 
Ireland that included Elaine, 
says: “Elaine has worked out 
her personal politics and her 
agenda, and she gets on with it. 
She can mix the personal and 
political quite easily and theorise 
from her own experience.” 

Her experience, as she says, is 
of oppression — she comes from 
a poor Catholic family; she’s a 
woman, and she is blind. 


Oppression can be used 
She believes she can tap into 
this national sensibility to 
change people’s view of dis- 
abled people, via her training 
programmes and public speak- 
ing (she does a lot of that). 

“In Ireland there is a great 
sense of right and wrong. 
People are uneasy with me at 
first and then as they come to 
know me, they see the 
oppression I suffer everyday. 
You don’t need to do much 
more to be integrated and for 
people to support you.” 

Surprisingly, Elaine did not 
register disability as a political 
issue until 1992, when she was 
32. Then the earlier experiences 
fed in. 

Born in Dublin in 1960, she 
has six brothers and three 
sisters. (Her twin has learning 
disabilities). 

Visually impaired at the age 
of five, she was sent to a special 
boarding school in Dublin run 
by the Sisters of Charity. After 
another accident, she lost her 
sight when she was 13. 

She has only good words for 
the Catholic Church, which 
gave her a sound education, 


Training break: Elaine O’Neill in her garden in Cork 


though she did go to Lourdes for 
a “cure”, funded by neighbours. 

“T wouldn’t pray for a cure. | 
thought ‘Can they not accept 
me the way I am?” I feel what’s 
meant to be is to be. Having a 
disability has shaped how I am 
and what I do.” 

After commercial training in 
London, she worked as a typist 
at the Irish Health Board for 
five years before getting 
married. Around this time she 


“! wouldn’t pray for a cure. 
| thought: ‘Can they not 
accept me the way | 
am?’...Having a disability 
has shaped how | am and 


what | do” 
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was winning national sports 
awards (she still covers 100 
miles a week on a tandem bike). 
She had two sons. “I really 
enjoyed being a mother,” she 
said, even though motherhood 
brought home to her the | 
limitations imposed by her 
disability — trying, for example, 
to go out with a guide dog, a 
buggy and two children; 
relying on her husband for 
transport to the hospital when 
her second son was premature. 
When they separated in 1990, 
she found she had to do almost 
everything herself, or pay for it. 
She also had chronic back pain. 
1992 should have been a year 
of opportunity as both children 
were in school. Instead, it was 
spent housebound, with limited 
home help. Even the guide dog 
had retired. “That whole 
experience, not even being able 
to go out for a bottle of milk 
made me really think.” 
She got herself to a 
conference in Dublin run by 
the Council for the Status of 


Women. “I was really struck by 
six women giving their story 
and explaining where disability 
was in Ireland.” 

She joined WILD (Women’s 
Initiative for Leadership in 
Disability) and took her first 
disability awareness course. 


Getting going 

A disability group she joined in 
Cork was interested in disabil- 
ity equality training as a means 
to empowerment, and in 1993, 
partnered by University College 
Cork, they secured European 
funding to train 12 disabled 
people. Elaine was project co- 
ordinator. 

Juggling her work and home 
life was hard. She says she 
nearly cracked up, and being 
seen as a figurehead had its 
problems too. 

Still, workshops and courses 
blossomed. Elaine also spends 
much of her time giving advice, 
being an advocate and 
challenging discriminatory 
language. “Language is very 
powerful,” she believes. 

Now DET is planning a 
course for the National 
Rehabilitation Board and 
hoping for European funding 
to train 12 researchers. 

In December 1993 Elaine was 
the opening speaker at the first 
European Day of Disabled 
People in Brussels. She had hit 
the big time. 

“There’s a lot of anger in 
Elaine,” an acquaintance says. 
This seems to hurt her. 

“You are angry. Some things 
you have a right to be angry 
about.” But she thinks hers is 
“righteous” anger (she is a 
committed Christian) as 
opposed to being “negative”. “I 
think I have an ability to come — 
alongside people and take both ~ 
sides of a discussion on board.” ~ 

Her style and appearance 
seem emollient. She admits to 
liking clothes, and is aware that 
she stands out with her black 
guide dog. “People might call 
me conservative,” she suggests. 

“Elaine has the charisma to 
put over her points in a non- 
threatening way,” says Jane 
Campbell. “That combination 
is rare in a trainer.” ‘ 

Martin Laughton, operations — 
manager at the Centre for 
Independent Living, rates ; 
Elaine’s work as very important : 
in influencing the public to 
support rights for disabled | 
people rather than seeing them 
as objects of pity and charity. 

“Our only hope of anti- 
discrimination legislation 
coming about is through 
greater awareness and 
understanding of disability.” 
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DET, tel: (00353) 21873183 
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however it’s often the easiest solution for 
all concerned. The converted Serena is one 
of a range of vehicles we especially 
adapt for simple and speedy 
loading of the wheelchair 

user, offering comfort i 
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BROTHERWOOD! 


Phone now for our comprehensive range of 
secondhand factory refurbished conversions. 
-Don’t forget to ask for our full colour 
information pack 


BROTHER WOOD Ca 
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am 7 Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne. Dorset. DT9 6QP_ _— Telephone: 01935 872603 Fax: 01935 872853 
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22 Irish Republic special: information 


Who, what, where in Ireland 


Pauline Brennan gives you the lowdown on equipment and services 


Who’s who 

¢ The National Rehabilitation 
Board (NRB) is the state agency 
with responsibility for disability 
issues. It provides information, 
advice and services such as 
hearing testing and fitting hear- 
ing aids. It also advises the 
Minister for Health and other 
bodies. 25 Clyde Road, Balls- 
bridge, Dublin 4, tel: (003531) 
6684141, fax: 6609935. 


¢ The Commission on the Sta- 
tus of People with Disabilities 
was set up in December 1993 by 
the Minister for Equality and 
Reform. It will report at the end 
of 1995 and address education, 
pay, housing, transport and 
employment issues. It will also 
look at ways to outlaw discrim- 
ination. Department of Equal- 
ity and Law Reform, 43-49 
Mespil Road, Dublin 4, tel: 
(003531) 6670344, fax: 6689933. 


* The Rehab Group is an inde- 
pendent body providing voca- 
tional training in 46 locations. 
Roslyn Park, Beach Road, 
Sandymount, Dublin 4, tel: 


(003531) 2698422, fax: 2839732. 


* The Disability Federation of 
Ireland is the national umbrella 
body for Ireland’s main disabil- 
ity organisations. It has 55 
affiliates. 2 Sandyford Office 
Park, Dublin 18, tel: (003531) 
2959344/5, fax: 2959346. 


Give 
Yourself 


AUTO 


the automatic 


bathing seat 


* Forum of People with Disabil- 
ities is an organisation of dis- 
abled people working for civil 
rights. City Arts Centre, 23 
Moss Street, Dublin 2, tel: 
(003531) 6710181, fax: 6710182. 


* The Centre for Independent 
Living, a group founded by 
people with significant disabili- 
ties, develops programmes for 
independent living. Carmichael 
House, North Brunswick 
Street, Dublin 7, tel: (003531) 
8730455, fax: 8730998. 


¢ The Irish Wheelchair Associa- 
tion has five offices, providing 
loans, sales, repairs, home-care 
services, training and commu- 
nity development. Blackheath 
Drive, Clontarf, Dublin 3, tel: 
(003531) 8338241, fax: 8333873. 


* Cerebral Palsy Ireland pro- 
vides advice, assessment and 
rehabilitation nationwide, cov- 
ering cp, spina bifida, hydro- 
cephalus, muscular dystrophy 
and haemophilia. Sandymount 
Avenue, Dublin 4, tel: (003531) 
2695355, fax: 2694983. 


* The National Council for the 
Blind of Ireland provides coun- 
selling, rehabilitation and 
mobility training. It has a braille 
and tape library, an equipment 
centre, computer support and 
an information service. PV 
Doyle House, Whitworth Road, 
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Maureen Potter, of Ireland’s only Disability Resource Centre, with Ais- 
ling Dempsey, aged eight. Run by the NRB, the centre, at 44 North 
Great George’s Street, Dublin 1, tel: (003531) 874503, fax: 8747490, has 
a permanent display of equipment, including a bathroom and kitchen. 
Or you can get the free video from your nearest Xtra-vision store. 


Drumcondra, Dublin 9, tel 


(003531) 8307033, fax: 8307787. 


* The National Association for 
the Deaf has 26 branches. It 

provides parent support, coun- 
selling, sign language and com- 


munications training and tech- 
nical support. It also runs the 
Deaftech information and 
advice centre, 35 North Freder- 
ick Street, Dublin 1, tel: 
(003531) 8723800, fax: 
8723816. 


LES CROWLEY CONVERSIONS 


GET OUT AND ABOUT WITH 
THE NEW PEUGEOT BOXER 


CONVERTED TO YOUR OWN SPECIFICATION 


e FITS MOST STANDARD BATHS a 

° POWERED RAISING & LOWERING = /”°<77 
© ONE HANDED OPERATION Cages 
© STAINLESS STEEL FRAME © § <=> 


Werren Hooker (UK) Ltd 


Blackhill Road, Holton Heath Industrial Park, 
Poole, Dorset BH16 6LS 
Tel 01202 623000 Fax 01202 623777 
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More options are available for wheelchair access on the 
new Peugeot Boxer, including underfloor electro-hydraulic 
lifts to the side or rear. Hydraulic lowering rear suspension 
with fold-away ramp. Passenger headroom is 60" on the 
standard roof and 72" on the high roof. Removable seats 
giving you more seating and wheelchair positions. 
Disabled driver options for full independence. 


Prices start from £14,500 
CONTACT LES CROWLEY 


Groes Lwyd, Corwen, Clwyd, LL21 9DD 
TELEPHONE/FAX: 01490 413183 


Events: 

* Care Ireland 795: 8-10 June, 
Dublin. National equipment 
and services exhibition. 
Details: McGann McGuirk 
Publications, Greenmount 
House, Harold’s Cross 
Road, Dublin 6W, tel: 
(003531) 4532497, fax: 
4544179. 


* Transition — whose chal- 
lenge?, Irish Association of 
Teachers in Special Educa- 
tion: 8-10 June, St Patrick’s 
College, Drumcondra, 
Dublin. Details: Ann Jack- 
son, Mary Steen, National 
Association for the Deaf 


(address below). 


¢ Fourth International 
Congress on the Disorders 
of Personality: 21-24 June, 
Trinity College, Dublin. 
Details: ISSPO Congress, 10 
Hagans Court, Lad Lane, 
Dublin 2. Tel: (003531) 
6618904, fax: 6785047. 


¢ Towards an Inclusive Soci- 
ety — European Down’s syn- 
drome Conference: 23-26 
August. Details: 10 Hagan 
Court, Lad Lane, Dublin 2, 
tel: (003531) 6618904, fax: 
6785047. 


° Supported Employment: 
more than just a job — confer- 
ence of the European Union 
of Supported Employment: 
19-20 October, Grand Hotel 
Conference Centre, Malahide, 
Dublin. Details: Irish Union 
of Supported Employment, 
Lower Eyre Street, New- 
bridge, Co Kildare. 


Useful publications 

Insight, published by the 
Rehab Group, was launched in 
May 1994. It is the first com- 
mercial magazine in Ireland 
dealing with disability issues, 
and is published quarterly. £7 
per year for a subscription, or 
£15 a year overseas, from Har- 
mony publications, the Rehab 
Group (address above). 


Entitlements for People with 
Disabilities, fifth edition, Jan- 
uary 1995, A 55-page booklet 
issued by the National Social 
Service Board (NSSB) on bene- 
fits and services available to 
disabled people. Free, NSSB, 
71 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 
2, tel: (003531) 6616422, fax: 
6764908. 


Directory of National Volun- 
tary Organisations, Social Ser- 
vice Agencies and other useful 
public bodies, eighth edition, 
1994. A directory of almost 
700 organisations. £4.95 from 
the NSSB (address above). 


Pauline Brennan is librarian 
with the NRB in Dublin. 


Since the introduction of the 
Manual Handling Operations 
Regulations in January 793, 
more disabled people have 
started to use mechanical lift- 
ing devices or hoists in their 
own homes. 

The regulations say: “Each 
employer shall...avoid the need 
for his employees to undertake 
any manual handling 
operations at work which 
involve a risk of their being 
injured.” In practice, this 
means that home helps, care 
aides and district nurses now 
use hoists where before they 
lifted manually. 

Most hoists are designed for 
the carer, formal or informal, 
and many disabled people feel 
that changing to a hoist is a 
step towards being treated as 
baggage. 

But hoists are an aid to 
mobility — they lift you up and 
assist people with mobility 
impairments to transfer from 
bed to wheelchair, from 
wheelchair to lavatory, from 
wheelchair into the car. Some 
you can use by yourself. Above 
all, transferring in a carefully 
chosen hoist with the “right” 
slings is infinitely more comfort- 
able than person-handling. 

Many hoists claim to be 
“revolutionary” or “a 
completely new concept”. So, 
when the OT comes round and 
suggests that you might like a 
hoist, how do you decide? 


How hoists work 

Hoists for lifting and moving 
consist of the part that does the 
lifting and the part in contact 
with the person being lifted. 
They can be fixed in one posi- 
tion, where they assist with the 
same transfer all the time, or 
on wheels so that they can be 
used more or less anywhere. 

Some hoists have a seat, which 
means you have to transfer to 
that first; others have slings — 
usually with a “spreader bar”, 
which holds the slings open so 
that you are not squeezed like 
fruit in a jelly bag. 

Most “spreader bars” merely 
provide static hooks from 
which the loops of slings hang. 
But an interesting development 
from Arjo, tel: (01452) 500200, 
for the Dextra or Maxilift 
hoists, is a “tilting” spreader 
bar, providing three points of 
attachment for the sling and a 
carrying position which users 
have said is “very comfortable”. 

Another innovation is the 
Handi-move frame, £476 from 
Personal Support Services, tel: 
(01162) 606394, which works 
like a quarry grab and can even 


Need a lift? 


‘Rob Jackson takes you up and away on a tour of the hoist market 


be used to lift someone on to a 
horse. 

How you attach yourself to 
the hoist depends on your 
impairment, what sort of 
transfer you are doing, and 
preference, but a lot of people 
can get themselves into slings if 
they are the right design. 

Modern hoists can be 
mechanically or electrically 
operated. Battery powered 
units may give only a limited 
number of lifts between charges. 

The main types are mobiles 
(on wheels) or hoists mounted 
on the floor, wall or ceiling. 


Small and mobile 
Small, mobile hoists have been 
available for years and proba- 
bly provide the greatest single 
support for families with a dis- 
abled member to go out and 
holiday together. Most dis- 
mantle and can go in the boot 
of a small car. My favourite, the 
Oxford 125 Mini Hoist, from 
£525, tel: (01865) 881881, comes 
manual or battery powered. 
But even a small mobile is 
unwieldy in small spaces, and 
its front wheels do not push 
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“Favourite” mini: the Oxford 125 


happily over thick carpets. 
Also, where do you put it when 
it’s not in use? 

Larger mobiles are not really 
suitable for domestic use, but 
they can lift very heavy people 
and are used in hospitals. 

A new range of mobiles 
imitating the manual “stand- 
lift” can be used by people 
whose legs can bear weight. 
These are not designed for 
independent use, but some 
people find this type of 
transfer more natural than 
slings. The Chiltern Wispa Duo, 
for example, about £1,460, tel: 
(01869) 246470, can be used as 
a mobile sling or standing hoist. 


Wall or floor mounted 
Wall-mounted, fixed hoists are 
better where space is restricted 


and can be placed to provide 
considerable flexibility. The 
Erlau Curator, from £1,499, tel: 
(01707) 266726, can be moved 
round the home between fixing 
points to help transfers in dif- 
ferent places. 

One variant of the fixed wall 
mounted hoist has also been 
adapted for use in a car to lift 
you into a front seat. A 
colleague of mine used her 
Meyland from Wards Mobility 
Service, tel: (01892) 750686, in 
combination with Autochair to 
achieve the completely 
independent mobility that was 
required for her job. 

Floor-mounted fixed hoists 
are most often found in the 
bathroom, easing transfer from 
wheelchair to bath. Arjo’s 
Autolift, for example, is a high- 
quality, substantial lift. Similar 
hoists can be used in the 
swimming pool. Few people 
can use them independently. 


Opportunities overhead 
Overhead tracking hoists are 
either carried on a gantry or 
fixed to the ceiling. Simple 
gantries consist of two A 
frames with a track bridging 
them and are usually placed 
across a bed, allowing transfer 
to a commode one side and a 
wheelchair the other. This 
should be considered as a tem- 
porary arrangement — gantries 
take up a lot of space and can 
only span a limited distance. 

X-Y overhead tracking 
systems allow you to move 
anywhere within the area 
bounded by the gantry. 

Ceiling-fixed, overhead track 
hoists can only take you where 
the track goes — like British 
Rail. However, in a well 
designed installation, over- 
heads can provide considerable 
freedom and mobility. Some 
friends of mine have track that 
goes over their double bed, 
through the wall into the 
bathroom, over the Clos-o-mat, 
in front of the washbasin and 
round a corner into a shower 
area. This they manage without 
any assistance. 

Even more flexibility can be 
achieved with a turntable 
arrangement that allows the 
hoist to track at 90 degrees on 
to a “branch” line. Turntables 
are available with all the 
Nicholls and Clarke-Phlexicare 
overheads, tel: 0171-247 5432, 
and on the Chiltern Wispalong- 
WLB, £1,040. 

But overheads are expensive 
to install and may need a lot of 
building alteration. Some 
people find the buttons difficult 
to use independently. 
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Operating independently in a Wessex Travelmaster 


As far as I know, only HNE, 
tel: (01512) 366766, still 
manufactures a pull-cord 
operated overhead. When will 
an enterprising manufacturer 
come up with a safe, reliable 
voice-controlled overhead? 


Try-out is essential 

You can try hoist combinations 
at Naidex or your local dis- 
abled living centre, but the real 
test will be in your home. 


Checkout 23 


ROY FARTHING 


Your local organisation of 
disabled people will probably 
be able to put you in touch with 
a member who uses a hoist in 
daily living. 

Hoists and Lifts in the 
Equipment for Disabled People 
series is worth reading, £5, 
tel: (01865) 227592. 


Rob Jackson is director of the 
Derbyshire Centre for Inte- 
grated Living. 


ROAM FREELY WITEL A GIrSY 


NAME: 


TEL: 


Designer Disabled Appliances Limited, Freepost WA1657, Widnes, Cheshire. WA8 6BR 


POSTCODE: 
wa A 
v4 
a( iP 
For full information on the GYPSY and other Carehouse products to aid independent A 
living, please return this coupon FREEPOST to the above address, or alternatively, Oust 


please telephone us on O15! 420 3547, or fax us on 0151 420 6107 


THE 


CGYIVSY 
FROM CAREHOUSE 


The Gypsy is an attractive and 
robust electrically powered 
wheelchair that can be used 

outdoors and indoors in comfort 
and safety. Its well engineered 

components are designed to 
dismantle and reassemble with 
ease and without tools. 


COMPLETE WITH KERB CLIMBER 
¢ 
BREAKS DOWN EASILY INTO 
MANAGEABLE PARTS 
+ 
NO HEAVY LIFTING 
¢ 
FITS INTO THE SMALLEST 
OF CAR BOOTS 
¢ 
VERY COMFORTABLE AND 
EASY TO USE 
¢ 
ATTRACTIVELY FINISHED IN 
TEAL BLUE 


ADDRESS 
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24 Arts 


Chesnutt’s cooking 


Mik Scarlet checks out Vic Chesnutt, Dune and Jeff Healey 


Can I believe it? At last, all 
those days of being forced to 
listen to endless Bob Dylan 
albums by my dad during the 
New Romantic days of my 
teenage years have paid off. 

I always wondered why I had 
a secret love for the new age 
female folk from America (for 
example, Suzanne Vega) and 
listening to Vic Chesnutt’s Is 
the Actor Happy? has 
confirmed what I had 
suspected for sometime. Those 
tortuous afternoons back in 
Luton have affected me for life. 

Is the Actor Happy? is 
brilliant. It has its roots firmly 
in 1960s American protest 
singing, with its tuneful 
accoustic melodies and deep 
lyrics. It is full of valued 
meanings, but has combined 
this with a modern electric 
element that sits favourably 
with its contemporaries. 

Chestnutt’s lyrics will appeal 
to everyone but will also hit a 
nerve with disabled listeners. 
He sings of his personal 
experiences and demonstrates 
what I have always said — being 
disabled doesn’t mean you 
aren’t human. 

Maybe if British disabled 
musicians of Vic’s ilk tried to 
aim at everyone, then they 
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Vic Chesnutt: personal experiences rooted in sixties protest music 


would be considered by our 
music industry as a valuable 
product. Hmm, maybe not! 
Cover to Cover, by Jeff 
Healey, opens with a four- 
minute, 35-second guitar solo, 
then goes into a Jimi Hendrix 
cover (one of two on the 
album.) Oh how original! 
Actually, the Hendrix cover — 
of “Angel” — is passable, but 
that’s got more to do with the 
original being a classic than 


May we help you with your Mobility 
ANG GISABIILY. MCCUS. if 6002s6.0525 20052036 


Millercare 
Friendly Caring Service for the North West 


We would like to introduce our Millercare model and her friend 


Sheba. Maggie George is 78 years young and she has worked at 


Millers for 30 years. She has no intention of retiring and we have 


agreed that she can tell us when she wants to go. Over the next few 


weeks you will see her modelling from our extensive range of 
Mobility and comfort aids. We offer a no gimmicks service and 
probably the largest selection of products in the North West. So 


Introducing Maggie and Sheba 


Maggie and Sheba at Paddock Mill, Oswaldtwistle 


MOTORISED SCOOTERS AND SHOPPERS 
POWERED AND MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS 


ADJUSTABLE BEDS & CHAIRS 
WALKING FRAMES 
BATHROOM & KITCHEN AIDS 
STAIR LIFTS 


why buy from an impersonal 
remote organisation that you 
won’t see again? We at 
Millercare try not to sell, we 
try to find the items that best 
meet your needs. We are also 
available for repairs and 
servicing afterwards.....and 
have over 40 years experience 
of doing so. 


We have showrooms at 
Oswaldtwistle, Blackpool 
and Manchester with ample 
parking and lots of room to 
try the product. 


Call us on Freephone 0500 222005 or 
find us in the Yellow Pages 


ANDY WILLSHER 


with Healey’s magic touch. 
There is no excuse for this 
dross. If it wasn’t so sad it 
would be funny. The worst bit 
is that Healy is one of the very 


Dune (with Paul Curry, left): long hair and leather fans will like them 


few disabled artists with a 
record deal, yet he sounds like 
a pub band. This album will 
appeal to anyone who likes Eric 
Clapton and enjoys guitar 
played with the precision of a 
computer. Oh boy, I hated it! 


Rock till you drop 
It was not the best day to go to 
see a gig. I was wracked with 
flu and was coughing so much 
that I felt as if my lungs were 
going to jump out of my 
mouth and run out the house. 

Being the true professional I 
am (and desperate for money), 
I dosed myself up on cold 
cures, jumped into my leather 
trousers and roared off to the 
King’s Head, Fulham, west 
London to see “Dune”. 

Paul Curry, Dune’s bass player 
and songwriter, has spina 
bifida. He formed the band in 


On the Road from Anduze to Nimes, a watercolour mouth painting 
by Charles Fowler, from Mouth and Foot Painting Artists, an exhibi- 
tion of artists from 16 countries. Paintings from the exhibition will be 
on show at the Mouth and Foot Painting Gallery Artists’ permanent 
gallery at Selbourne in Hampshire before travelling to Birmingham in 
September. Details, tel: 0171-229 4491. 


CEREBRAL PALSY 


HELPLINE 


O800 


626216 


Call FREE 
7 daysa 
week | 


We provide 
information, 

advice and support 
for people with 
cerebral palsy, their 
parents and carers, 
and professionals. 
Whatever your 
question — child 
care, benefits, 
education, leisure — 
please call our free 
and confidential 
Helpline. 


Lines are open 
Monday to Friday 
11am — 9pm, 
Saturday and 
Sunday 2pm — 6pm 


a 
SCOPE 


Formerly The Spastics Society 


October 1994 and they have 
since been compared to Jimi 
Hendrix, REM and The Clash. 

This was their London debut 
and I was impressed with the 
turnout. Dune’s lead singer was 
too ill to appear, but they 
managed to rope in an old 
friend, Martin Seymour, to 
handle the vocals. 

As the band fired up, my ’flu 
flared up. Mainly because the 
only type of music that I dislike 
as much as reggae is rock. 

Still, even though they won’t 
be on a Mik Scarlet desert | 
island discs list, what Dune do 
they do well. Musically they 
are proficent, producing good 
wholesome rock and “Baby 
Paradise” should definitely be 
their first single. 

If you’ve got long hair, a 
leather jacket and enjoy Castle 
Donnington, go and see them. 


Mik Scarlet plays with his band 
“Eroticis”, which he describes 
as a “fetish dance band”, every 
first Thursday of the month at 
the Blue Angel pub in Islington, 
north London. 


Video top five 


1. FORREST GUMP (CIC): 
Tom Hanks gives an Oscar- 
winning performance in this 
tear-jerking and sentimental 
tale of America since 


the fifties. CF 


2. PULP FICTION (Touch- 
stone): John Travolta makes his 
comeback in Quentin 
Tarrantino’s latest 


violent blockbuster. a} 


3. HIGHLANDER 3 — THE 
SORCERER (EV): “There can 
be only one,” claims the 
immortal warrior Christopher 
Lambert (shame the same 

can’t be said for Highlander 
sequels). (N) 


4. SPEED (Fox): Keanu Reeves 
risks going out with a bang in 
this adrenalin-pump- 


ing adventure. C 


5. BLOWN AWAY (MGM): 
Jeff Bridges and Tommy Lee 
Jones join forces in the battle to 
defend truth, justice 

and the American way 

against terrorism. 
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mis Legends of the Fall 


Two films this month about the 
onset of disability. 

When the bridesmaids in 
Muriel’s Wedding gawk at ~ 
Rhonda, Muriel’s friend, now a 
wheelchair user, and bemoan 

that she was “so full of life”, 
she retorts: “I’m not dead yet.” 

Rhonda is Muriel’s vivacious 

inspiration, helping her to start 

seeing her own worth, enjoy 
being herself and stop trying to 
be one of the “in-crowd” of 
Barbie and Ken dolls in an 
Australian resort with the 
unlikely name of Porpoise Spit. 

Rhonda becomes paralysed 
by a tumour on her spine after 
the pair have escaped to the 

bright lights of Sydney. The 
onset of her disability is also 
handled in a fairly low key 
manner, with no tear jerking or 

hysteria. This is largely because 

-Rhonda’s character is there to 
support Muriel. 

The film has many of the 
characteristics of a “buddy” 

‘movie, but Muriel and Rhonda 
are not equal partners in the 
plot. So, while this helps the 
film avoid the histrionics that 
often accompany a character 


becoming disabled, it also 
means that Rhonda’s disability 
is not really explored. 

With its theme of difference 
and individuality triumphing 
over conformity, it’s a shame 
that writer/director P J Hogan 
did not use Rhonda’s disability 
to emphasise these ideas more. 
But Rachel Griffiths’ 
performance is an important 
part of this funny, poignant film. 


he. 


In Legends of the Fall, 
Anthony Hopkins also makes a 
quiet transition from able 
bodied to disabled person. 

This “epic” saga follows the 
lives of Colonel Ludlow 


(Hopkins) and his sons through 


the first half of the century. 

As Ludlow becomes older, the 
film concentrates on the conflict 
that develops between the two 
remaining sons after the death 


Conflict develops between Colonel Ludlow (Anthony Hopkins) and his son (Brad Pitt). 


of the youngest. When the 
father has a stroke, it seems to 
serve no point other than to 
sideline him from the plot. 

On the plus side, the film does 
not over dramatise Ludlow’s 
stroke. It is treated as just 
another event in the saga, and 
Hopkins remains a strong 
character with a vital role in 
the film’s climax. 

Michael Turner 


Dialogue 
in the Dark 


This exhibition, run by the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind and supported by BT, 
provides an opportunity for 
sighted people to experience 
visual impairment. They enter 
a dark, sound-proofed 
environment, led by a visually 
impaired guide. 

The exhibition simulates four 
everyday environments — a 
park, bar, kitchen and city 
street — using appropriate 
sounds and smells. 

Ambulant visitors are given a 
cane, while wheelchair users 
are escorted individually. 

As a wheelchair user, I found 
extra guidance was essential; 
without sight or my feet on the 
ground, it was difficult to know 
how far I had travelled unless I 
kept one hand outstretched, 
which made pushing difficult. 

The darkness is extremely 
disorientating at first and I felt 
totally reliant on my guide. But 
after a while your awareness of 
other sensory clues is 
heightened: what does the park 
smell like or a fountain feel 
like? How does a road that is 
safe to cross sound? 

The recreated street was an 
excellent way of experiencing 
visual impairment. Even though 


you are aware that it is all 
simulated, the feeling of fear you 
feel when trying to cross the 
road amid the sound of traffic 
noise is genuine. It also came as 
a surprise to feel how big a car is 
when trying to manoeuvre 
around it. 

The bar presents new 
challenges to people who are 
sighted. How do you know you 
have been given the right 
money? And it’s great fun trying 
not to over-fill your glass when 
pouring from a can, while not 
being so over-cautious that there 
is hardly a drop in the glass. 

On the way out, you go past 
six common materials mounted 
on the wall which you are 
invited to identify — it’s not as 
easy as you’d think. The 
materials are common and I got 
all but one wrong — clearly 
demonstrating over-reliance on 
sight for compiling information. 

I would recommend the 
exhibition as a way of 
beginning to understand visual 
impairment. A cautionary note 
though — people with severe 
claustrophobia may find it 
difficult to complete the tour. 

The exhibition is at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall (QEH), 
London, which has a ramped 
side entrance. Parking is best 
near the Hayward Gallery car 
park in Belvedere Road. The 
nearest accessible toilet is in the 
South Bank Centre, opposite 
QEH, where tickets are sold. 

Rachel Wilson 


The exhibition ends 18 June. 


Theatre 


Meinwarts 


As Raimund Hoghe stretched, 
naked, for the trapeze bar, the 
sound of Joseph Schmidt sing- 
ing filled the Institute of 
Contemporary Arts, London. 

The opening to Meinwarts 
(My Words) was a piece of 
consummate theatre which set 
the standard for the rest of the 
performance. It was shaped, 
paced and understated as any 
Alan Bennett one-man play. 

Schmidt was a tenor with a 
voice of “exceptional timbre” 
and lightness. His stage career 
was blocked under the Nazis 
because of his disability — 
restricted growth. 

During the 1930s he became a 
big film star in Germany. He 
also toured Britain, where he 
made a film at Elstree and 
recordings at Abbey Road. He 
was the highest paid singer at 
Carnegie Hall in America. 

As the Nazi attitude to people 
with disabilities hardened, 
Schmidt fled from Germany to 
Austria, then Belgium, France, 
and finally Switzerland, where 
he was interned as an illegal 
immigrant. He was denied the 
right to perform and eventually 
died in 1942. 

The surprise of Meinuwarts is 
that Hoghe is an artist who 
says he is not an actor and his 
piece is not a play: it is 
“performance art”. 


Raimund Hoghe as Schmidt 
ROSA FRANK 


He has written several books 
exploring the alienation of 
ethnic groups and people with 
disabilities. His writing and 
disability led him to work with 
the innovative dramatist Pina 
Bausch, before embarking on 
his own solo work. 

He tells Schmidt’s story simply, 
using slides of the singer projected 
on to a wall and the symbolic 
and evocative use of candles 
scattered all over the stage. 

The story and the telling of it 
are very direct and convey 
many themes: the barbarism of 
the Third Reich; the rise of neo- 
Nazis in Germany today; the 
sense of terror under which 
minority groups go on living; 
man’s inhumanity to man; 
themes which in this VE year it 
does no harm to restate. 

But what lifts all this beyond 
the obvious is the symbolic and 
emotional inter-twining of 
Schmidt’s and Hoghe’s lives, 
culminating in Hoghe’s farewell 
to a dead friend. 

Glyn Jones 


Arts 25 


Television 


Chris Davies 
ERS Seas 


I wish that there 
was no need to 
be repetitive. 
Nevertheless, a 
lot of what I 
wrote last month} 
about Hearts of ‘ste. = 
Gold breaking the rules on how 
to portray disabled people 
applies equally to “Champion 
Children” (ITV, 17 April). 

These awards have apparently 
been around for some time, but 
this is the first programme to 
be built around them. 

Someone was obviously 
aware of sensitivities in this 
area, because there was no 
award category explicitly 
labelled “disability”. Yet there 
was an award for “strength 
against adversity” and surprise, 
surprise, the winner was a 
disabled person. 

Although the young woman 
was physically impaired, it did 
not stop her from competing 
on an equal basis. More 
importantly, what’s 
extraordinary about simply 
getting on in life? Not many 
people give up and do nothing, 
because it is the very nature of 
the survival instinct simply to 
get on. 

“Children of Courage” was 
the BBC’s Children in Need 
under another name, without 
Esther. Well, not entirely, as I 
think I spotted her in the 
audience, which is not 
surprising since her husband’s 
company made the programme. 

If anyone doubts my view on 
the “strength over adversity” 
award, evidence of the survival 
instinct taking over was clearly 
seen in OED’s “Chef” (BBC 1, 
18 April). An accomplished 
cook had been injured in a car 
accident and was now an arm 


amputee. While clearly 
unhappy about his new state, 
he talked about considering 
giving up — he was now 
positively decisive about 
continuing his career, with or 
without artificial apparatus. 

Obviously the option to be 
negative had been present, but 
the instinct simply to get on 
had taken priority. 

Let’s end on some terrific, 
good news. During the “British 
Academy Awards” (BBC1, 23 
April ), the “best single drama” 
award went to “Skallagrig” 
(repeated BBC2, 7 May). To say 
this is well deserved is an 
understatement. 

I hope that future drama will 
try to emulate or even better 
this production’s excellent 
portrayal of disability and use 
of disabled actors. What a 
shame none of the actors 
themselves were honoured, 
maybe next time? 


Lee aa, ane 
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26 Share your problems 


‘Why should I 
be proud of my 
disability?’ 


Ann Darnbrough DN, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


There are a few universally 
accepted truths in life (you can 
have too much of a good thing; 
you can never find a policeman 
when you want one; you can’t 
go wrong with a Cotes du 
Rhone); and now it seems there 
are a whole host of “disability” 
truths to which we may all sub- 
scribe. 

John has written to express 
his puzzlement.“I keep reading 
that although I have multiple 
sclerosis (MS), I must blame all 
my problems on society, 
because according to the social 
model of disability it is society 
that is causing them. 

“Well, I reckon that, while 
society has a lot to answer for, 
it is the demon Ms, that is 
causing me the most difficulties. 

“Even if all the buses were to 
be made accessible (and I hope 
they will be), and all buildings 
adapted to the needs of 
disabled people, and all forms 
of discrimination outlawed, I 
would still be very limited in 
what I could do. I cannot 
imagine ever getting down to 
the bus stop in the wind and 
rain and getting on a bus, 
however accessible. 

There’s another thing. It 
appears that, as a disabled 
person, I must be proud of my 
disability. How come? I’m 


proud of me as a person, but 
why on earth should I be proud 
of my disability? ’m not going 
to moan about it, but if the 
cure came tomorrow I’d cheer . 
and say goodbye to MS without 
a backward glance. What are 
these people talking about, 
Ann?” 

I think John is brave to ask 
such a question — it’s not 
politically correct, you know, to 
challenge such ideas. The social 
model has a lot going for it. 
But, as with many other 
ideologies, it doesn’t tell the 
whole story. 

It must be said that it is high 
time for the medical model of 
disability, with which so many 
disabled people have been 
burdened and oppressed, to 
pass into history. It has resulted 
in segregation, enforced 
dependency, a denial of civil 
rights, and outright 
discrimination. 

It has meant that we have 
been denied our rightful place 
in society by inaccessible 
schools, workplaces, transport 
systems, information systems 
and leisure facilities. In this 
model, disabled people are 
depicted as unable to run their 
own lives or make their own 
choices. 

In an article in Rehab 


THE ALEXIS - 
AFFORDABLE INDEPENDENCE 


The Alexis is an elegant 
and stylish electrically 
powered wheelchair 
with many sophisticated 
features. 


It is designed to suit the 
needs of individuals who 
wish to be independent. 


COMFORTABLE BACK AND 
NECK SUPPORT 
¢ 
OUTSTANDING 
MANOEUVRABILITY 
¢ 
VARIABLE RECLINING SEAT; 
AVAILABLE MANUALLY 
OR ELECTRICALLY 
¢ 
MANUAL OR ELECTRICALLY 
ELEVATING FOOTRESTS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 
¢ 
LOW CENTRE OF GRAVITY 
¢ 
STABILITY AND STRENGTH 


?ENDENT INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPECT \ POWERED WILEE 
TO MEET ALL THEIR EXPECTATIONS GENEROUSLY 


Designer Disabled Appliances Limited, Freepost WAI657, Widnes, Cheshire. WA8 6BR 
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For full information on the ALEXIS and our new 2,000 sq ft showroom displaying products to aid ve 
independent living, please return this coupon FREEPOST to the above address, or alternatively, 
please telephone us on 0151 420 3547, or fax us on O15! 420 6107 


ON 6/95 


Gazette, Colin Low of the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind, wrote: “At its most 
benign, (the medical model) 
has taken the form of a 
humiliating patronage.” 

As a result, some disabled 
people have felt the need to 
challenge the medical model 
and to seek a new one. On the 
back of this protest, the social 
model was born. 

It emphasises the rights, 
normality and humanity of 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 
|) The DN 
telephone 
counsellor, 
Lin 
Berwick, is 
fa psycho- 
therapeutic 
counsellor, fully accredited 
Methodist local preacher, 
and qualified homeopath. 
Disabled herself, she can 
give other disabled people 
and their carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Talk to 
her on Monday afternoons, 
1pm-5pm and Thursdays 
6pm-10pm. Her telephone 
number is (01708) 477582. 
DN’s helpline in sponsored 
by British Telecom. 


disabled people, and argues 
that the problems disabled 
people suffer are the fault of an 
inhospitable society where the 
odds are stacked against 
disabled people in a way that 
prevents any real integration. 
In his article, Colin Low 
welcomes the social model, but 
is concerned that there is a 
tendency to argue that disabled 
people should be treated in 
exactly the same way as non- 
disabled people. “This plays 
right into the hands of those 
who say disabled people cannot 
have special provisions to meet 
their special needs because this 
would involve treating them 
differently when what, as we all 
know, they want is to be treated 


the same and integrated into 
society. 

“T would want to argue that 
there is no reason why the 
special provision concerned 
should not be integrative in 
character - directed to achieving 
the goal of integration.” 

John raised another issue in 
his letter. He questioned why 
he should be proud of his 
disability. He implies there is a 
separation between self and the 
impairment. He can be proud 
of one despite the other. 

This question surfaces in the 
confusion there is over the issue 
of prevention of impairment. 
There is a view that trying to 
avoid disability somehow 
diminishes us as people. The 
fact is that lots of conditions 
and diseases have largely been 
overcome. Take polio. The 
American continent has 
declared itself a polio-free zone 
having had no new cases in 
three years. Are there people 
out there regretting that they 
have not had polio? 

On the whole, life is about 
getting on with our situation 
whatever that may be and 
holding our heads up high - ’'m 
me and I’m proud of me. But 
surely that does not mean that 
there will not be times when we 
would welcome a change in our 
condition? 


Don’t confuse 
living wills with 
euthanasia 


The subjects of living wills and 
euthanasia always provoke a 
passionate response. 

George is very much against 
making a living will. “I have 
experienced lack of care from 
the medical profession after a 
neck injury increased my 
disability. I have experienced 
rejection, rudeness and 
insensitivity from both doctors 
and nurses. Yet I, for one, do 
not wish to make a living will. 


Walkabouts 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


1 
ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON 
NOTTINGHAM NG@Q 1BR No stamp required. 
Tel: (01602) 255488. 


by Vietco 


I just want to live as full a life 
as possible given my limitations. 

“One of the main dangers 
with the pro-euthanasia 
movement is that, as we have 
seen in Holland, many people 
who have not made such a will 
are being killed ‘for their own 
good’. Yet, who is laying the 
boundaries? It is the same : 
medical profession who are 
sometimes so uncaring, the 
carer, or, in the extreme, the 
politician. This is not taking 
control of our own lives; it is 
letting other fallible people take 
that control from us. 

“In the present climate, 
economic and moral, we are at 
risk of having many of our 
rights taken from us. This 
includes the right to life. This is 
the right which needs defending 
not the ‘right’ to die.” 

Unfortunately, I think that 
George has fallen into the 
common trap of confusing 
living wills with euthanasia. A 
living will is simply an advance 
declaration that if particular 
circumstances arise, and we are 
unable to express our own view 
at the time, we don’t want 
medical intervention aimed at 
prolonging or sustaining our 
life. That is something we are 
entitled to choose for ourselves 
at any time. Whereas 
euthanasia, of course, involves 
the taking of life. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The Social Model of Disability, 
by Colin Low, Rehab Network, 
Winter 1993, published by 
Rehabilitation Resource Cen- 
tre, tel: 0171-477 8377. 


DN on Internet 


If you have access to 
the Internet and can use 
the World Wide Webb, 
you will find DN weekly 


news and some news 
features on Disabilities 
Access at 

http://www. pavilion.co.u 
k/CommonRoom/ 
DisabilitiesAccess 
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++ Extra mobility for 
around £100! 
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It’s time to dig out your 
sunglasses and throw 
off your “woolies” as 
DN celebrates the arrival 
of summer. 


Page 27 Get grilling: 
barbecue recipes 


Page 28 Eating 
outdoors: DN checks out 
furniture and equipment 


Page 29 Fashion: 


summer clothes for 
trendy teenagers 


A barbecue doesn’t have to rely 


_ on burgers and hot dogs. There 


are lots of different foods you 


can throw on your barbie. 


So, if you are having a party, 


_ or just fancy a spot of al fresco 


cooking, here are some ideas to 


_ get you grilling. 


_ Swordfish and fennel seeds 


4 swordfish steaks, 200-250g 
(7-80z) each; 2 teaspoons fennel 
seeds, crushed; finely grated 
rind and juice of one lemon; 
1 tablespoon bottled capers, 


_ drained and chopped; 


2 tablespoons chopped fresh 
dill; 1 teaspoon paprika; 1-2 
cloves garlic, crushed; 150ml 
(quarter of a pint) olive oil. 

Place the swordfish in a single 
layer in a shallow dish. Mix the 
remaining ingredients in a jug, 
pour over the steaks and toss to 
coat well. Cover and marinate 
for two to three hours, turning 
the fish several times. 

Using tongs, remove the fish 
from the dish. Pour the 
marinade into a jug. Cook the 
steaks on an oiled barbecue grill 
for five to seven minutes on each 
side, basting frequently with the 
marinade. Serve with salad and 
plain rice. (Serves four) 


Chinese chicken 


drumsticks 


3 cloves garlic; 45ml 
(3tablespoons) soy sauce; 45ml 
tomato ketchup; 45ml soft 
brown sugar; 30ml (2 
tablespoons) dry sherry or rice 
wine; 15ml (1 tablespoon) 
chopped fresh root ginger; 10ml 
(2 teaspoons) five-spice powder; 
1 bunch spring onions, chopped 
roughly; salt and pepper; 12 
chicken drumsticks; 30ml 

(2 tablespoons) clear honey; 
15ml (1 tablespoon) lemon juice. 

Blend all the ingredients 
except the chicken, honey and 
lemon juice. Pour the paste over 
the drumsticks, coating them 
well. Cover and refrigerate for 
at least two hours. 

Grill over a medium heat, 
turning frequently and brushing 
with marinade for 20-25 
minutes. Meanwhile, heat the 
honey and lemon juice in a 
small pan on the edge of the 
barbecue. Just before serving, 
brush the honey and lemon 
glaze over the chicken. Serve 


Living 27 


Summer sizzlers 


Fancy a spot of outdoor cooking this summer? Martha Robinson suggests some tasty 


recipes and useful reading to get you started 


with hot noodles or a rice 
salad. (Serves six) 


Balsamic steaks with basil 
flavoured potatoes 
4 fillet steaks, 200-250 (7-80z) 
each; 2 red onions, sliced thinly 
into rings; 3 tablespoons 
balsamic vinegar; 5Oml (2 fl oz) 
red wine; 140 ml (4.5 fl oz) 
olive oil; 1-2 garlic cloves, 
crushed; 50g (20z) fresh basil, 
leaves stripped from the stalks; 
1kg (2lb) potatoes, cut into 
large chunks; salt and pepper. 
Place the steaks in a shallow 
dish in a single layer. Sprinkle 


the red onion rings over the top. 


Mix the balsamic vinegar in a 
jug with the red wine and two 
tablespoons of the olive oil. 
Add the garlic and pour over 
the steaks. Turn to coat, cover 
the dish and marinate for 90 
minutes, turning once. 

Place the basil leaves in a 
liquidiser or food processor 
with the remaining olive oil. 
Process until smooth, then 
pour into a bowl and set aside. 

Cook the potatoes in lightly 


Free offer for 
DN readers! 


ere a eS 


Which? Guide 
Country Pubs 


‘The essential guide to the best British pubs 
‘ in villages and country towns 


Edited by DAVID MABEY 


The Which? Guide to 
Country Pubs in the UK 
has information on 
parking, accessible din- 
ing rooms and toilets. 
£14.99 from book shops, 
but FREE to the first six 
DN readers who write to 
us. Mark your entry “DN 
book offer’. 


salted water for 15-20 minutes, 


until tender. Drain the potatoes 


well and mash. Stir in the basil 
oil and season. Cover with foil 
and a lid to keep warm. 
Remove the meat from the 
dish, cover and set aside. Tip 
the marinade, including the 
onions into a saucepan. Bring 


to the boil, then reduce the heat 


and simmer until it is reduced 


by about half. Place the pan on 
the side of the barbecue to keep 
warm. Cook the steaks on an 
oiled barbecue grill for two to 
three minutes on each side for 
rare, up to four to five minutes 
each side for medium. Spoon 
over the sauce and serve with 
basil-flavoured mashed 
potatoes. (Serves four) 


Barbecued tofu with 
oriental marinade 

1lb (450g) tofu; 8 fl oz (250ml) 
olive oil; 8 fl oz (250ml) cider 
vinegar; 6 tablespoons soy 
sauce; 4 cloves garlic, crushed; 
1 tablespoon demerara sugar or 
honey; salt and pepper to taste. 

Slice the tofu into one inch 
thick cubes. Mix together 
remaining ingredients to make 
marinade. Marinade the tofu 
for four hours at room 
temperature before storing it in 
the fridge. 

Tofu will take up to eight 
minutes to cook. Barbecue away 
from any extreme direct heat. 
Before removing the tofu from 
the barbecue, brush with 
marinade. Serve with salad and 
pitta bread. (Serves two-four) 


Baked bananas with 
brandy sauce 
Small carton of greek yoghurt; 
25g (10z) icing sugar; 45ml (3 
tablespoons) brandy; 4 bananas; 
juice of 1 lemon; 45m (3 table- 
spoons) toasted, chopped nuts. 
Whisk together the Greek 
yoghurt, icing sugar and 15ml 
(one tablespoon) brandy. Chill 
until needed. Peel the bananas, 
slice them thickly on to four 
squares of double-thickness foil. 
Sprinkle with the remaining 


A seasonal spread: fill your lungs with fresh air and your stomachs with barbecued food this summer 
PETER KNAB/DELIA SMITH'S SUMMER COLLECTION 


brandy and the lemon juice. 
Fold up and seal the parcels 
securely, Grill over a high heat, 
for up to five minutes. Serve 
chopped with the chilled sauce 
and toasted nuts. (Serves four) 


Thanks to: Barbecues by 
Annie Nichols; Entertaining 


with Friends by Simon 
Hope; The Barbecue Cook 
by Annette Yates. 


Useful reading 

* Summer Entertaining has 
recipes for the more adventurous 
barbecue cook. Free, with the 
June issue of Good 
Housekeeping magazine 
(£1.90, from newsagents). 

° The Barbecue Cook by 
Annette Yates, has tips on 
choosing a barbecue, 


accessories, fuel and safety, 
sweet and savoury recipes. 
£2.50, from bookshops, or 
£2.50 (plus S1p p&p), from 
Elliot Right Way Books, tel: 
(01737) 832202. 

* Barbecues by Annie Nichols is 
published by Reed Books. 
£9.99, from book shops. 

° Entertaining on a Budget by 
Sara Lewis, includes a summer 
barbecue party menu. £6.95, 
from bookshops, or from Age 
Concern England, tel: 0181- 
679 8000. 

* Entertaining With Friends by 
Simon Hope offers vegetarian 
barbecue recipes, tips and 
advice. £9.99, from 
Waterstone’s and WH Smith. 
* Delia Smith’s Summer 
Collection, BBC Books, covers 
barbecues and outdoor food. 
£14.99, from bookshops. 


HANDBIKING MADE EASY 


The TRACKER is the latest in handbiking technology, giving you 
what you really want from an attachment unit. Whether you are 
just nipping to the pub, or out for a Sunday afternoon cycle with 
the family the TRACKER from CJS is the easiest, most 
convenient handbike attachment ever invented. The only unit 
which you can take on and off whilst STILL sat in your chair. 


FOR INFO ON THE TRACKE 


ES 
ro 


R PHONE 01244 310089 OR 


WRITE TO CJS CUSTOM, FREEPOST, CHESTER, CH2 3YZ 
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Al fresco feasting 


Martha Robinson checks out equipment and garden furniture for open air diners 


There is one thing you can 
guarantee about the British 
summer — it'll last just long 
enough to get cooking outdoors, 
and then start raining! 

Still, if you are undeterred and 
want to cook up a feast, DN can 
offer some useful tips and ideas. 

We asked wheelchair user 
Merle Davies which barbecues 
would be best for her. She 
opted for a lightweight, 
portable barbecue that can be 
used at a suitable height. 

She liked the Barbecase. It is 
easy to carry and store because 
it folds up like a briefcase. A 
build-in frame can be used to 


FOR THE SOLUTION. 


EXTRA 


Anglesey Wood Products' accessible four seater garden table 


fit the barbecue into a brick 
surround, built to your desired 
height. The Barbecase lifts out 
of the frame for storage and 
cleaning. £34.95, from Parlours 
Products, Farndon Road, 
Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire LE16 9NP, tel: 
(01858) 465051. 

Odell’s Hibachi Triple Grill is 
also portable. The 68cm x 
25cm grill has three adjustable 
grill plates with wooden 
handles. It can be used on the 
ground or on a raised, fire- 
proof surface. £13.99, from 
garden centres. 


The double Hibachi is 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, FROM HAND CONTROLS TO 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND WHEELCHAIR DRIVER VEHICLES, AND 
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. IF YOU HAVE A MOBILITY PROBLEM CALL US 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND LITERATURE ON OUR RANGE OF 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES CONTACT: 


POWINTING 
CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE 

SP2 7NR 


01722 336048 


portable too and can be used 
on a raised surface. The 17in by 
10in grill has wooden handles 
and can be adjusted to three 
cooking heights. £7.95, from 
Sainsbury’s Homebase. 

A disposable barbecue is cheap 
and easy to use. Merle thought it 
ideal for cooking small amounts 
of food. The foil tray with a 
metal grid contains specially 
impregnated coals. You just 
place it on a fire-proof surface 
and light with a match. The heat 
lasts for over an hour. Single 
pack £3.49, from Sainsbury’s 
Homebase. 

You can avoid getting too 
close to the barbecue grill by 
using cooking utensils with 


long handles. Odell’s three- 
piece stainless steel tool set 
includes a turner, tongs and 


COURIER 


Sainsbury’s Homebase Hibachi can be used on a raised surface 


fork. £8.99, from garden centres. 

Picking up meat and fish from 
a grill can be difficult. Odell’s 
fish broiler and double broiler 
can solve this problem. Simply 
place your food on the grill in 
the broiler, using the pvc 
handle to turn it over and 
remove from the grill when 
cooked. Fish broiler, £6.99, 
double broiler, £5.99, both 
from garden centres. 

Lighting a barbecue can be 
tricky. Heat Beads barbecue 
briquettes are an easy-to-light 
alternative to charcoal and 
maintain a high heat. £3.99- 
£4.99 for a 4kg bag, from 
supermarkets and garden 
centres. 
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If you have difficulty with 
pouring liquids, try a gel or 
solid firelighter. Parlours 
Products’ barbecue lighting gel 
is easy to apply over your 
barbecue fuel. About £2.59, 
from supermarkets, Dry shops 
and garden centres. 

Burn aromatic wood chips 
with your fuel to give your 


Grill your fish the easy way 
with a fish broiler James MERRELL 


cooking a distinctive “smoky” 
flavour. Parlours chips are 
available in three different 
varieties — oak, whisky and 
hickory. 450g pack, about 
£2.50, from supermarkets, DIY 
shops and garden centres. 
You’ve cooked your food and 
the sun is still shining. But what 
are you going to sit on? 
Anglesey Wood Products 
design accessible garden tables 


Anne Davies’ 
top tips 


* Never barbecue indoors, in 
a garage, caravan, tent, con- 
servatory or somewhere 
with poor ventilation. 

* Set up the barbecue a good 
distance away from your 
house, low hanging trees 
and dry grass. 

¢ Never leave your barbecue 
unattended. 

* Don’t use paraffin, petrol — 
or any other inflammable 
substances to light your bar- 
becue. Always use barbecue 
firelighters, special barbecue 
lighter liquids or gels to 
start a charcoal fire. 

* If you have difficulty with 
pouring liquids, use solid or 
gel firelighters. 

* Use cooking utensils with 
very long handles. 

* Wear long oven gloves to 
prevent splashes on your 
hands and wrists, and a 
sturdy apron. 

* Keep a water spray handy 
just in case flying sparks set 
light to nearby grass, plants 
or clothing. 

¢ Avoid using skewers if your 
hands are not so nimble. 
Cut food into large pieces 
and cook directly on the 
grill. 

* Use pre-made barbecue 
sauces. They are quick and 
easy to use and available 
from supermarkets. 

* Plan ahead — prepare as 
much food as possible before 
hand. 

* Make sure frozen food has 
thawed before cooking. 

¢ If you are having a bad day 
and don’t feel up to cook- 
ing, sit back and watch 
someone else do all the work! 


Anne Davies is co-author of 
Cook It Yourself — Cooking 
with a Disability, £3.99, 
from book shops. 


fitted with independent seats 
and legs. Four, six and eight 
seater models are available. 

By resting on the table top you 
can lower yourself on to the 
seats and sit sidesaddle. 

The six seater can be adapted 
for wheelchair users and 
wheelchairs fit between the seats 
on the four and eight seat 
models. 

Prices start from £150, from 
Anglesey Wood Products, 101 
Gaerwen Uchaf, Gaerwen, 
Anglesey, Gwynedd LL60 6HN, 
tel: (01248) 421 086. 
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Teenage kits 


our teenagers showed Martha Robinson what’s hot this summer 


and Spencer. 

David wore a blue cotton T- 
shirt, £5, and a pair of orange 
and black cotton shorts, £12, 
both from Marks and Spencer. 
He also liked his outfit — 
almost as much as Bolton 
Wanderers who, according to 
David, are the “best football 
team in the world”. 

Fellow Bolton fan, 
Mohammad Atiq, was doing a 
spot of posing by the canal (top 
right). Atiq wore a red, 
patterned, cotton T-shirt, 
£12.99, cotton shorts, £7.99, 
and a denim cap, £1.99, all 
from C&A. 

Meanwhile, Raaki Tailor was 
putting Naomi Campbell to 


shame (centre right). She On the ball: soccer fan Mohammed Atiq gets a kick out of summer 
looked great in a navy viscose RAY TOWERS 
dress, £18.99, white cotton and Spencer. David was also 


elastine ribbed body, £13, both impressed with his hat and 
from Marks and Spencer, and a insisted on buying it. 


collarless, linen, cotton and Atiq was wearing a cotton 
viscose shirt, £9.99, from C&A. sweatshirt, £9.99, and dark 
As the sun grew hotter, the blue, cotton jeans, £19.99, both 
from C&A. 


Carlene, Raakhi, David and 
Atigq really showed DN how to 
dress with the “in-crowd” this 
summer. Keep on trend-setting 
you lot. Who knows, today 
Wigan, tomorrow Milan. 


immer arrived as DN entered 
ie gates at Wigan Pier, 
ancashire. The sun shone 
efiantly as packs of school 
uildren boarded the canal boat. 
While the crowds were 
veltering, four students from 
urton Hall Shaw special 
hool in Bolton were looking 
901 as cucumbers in the latest 
immer fashions. 

They had chosen their outfits 
om a selection of high-street 
ishions supplied by Jackie 
/hitworth of the Style Centre, 
{anchester. 

Carlene Knox and David 
rregory hung out by the mill 
agine house (centre). 13-year- 
ld Carlene loved her “really 


Style Centre, tel: 0161- 832 3678 


Thanks to all the staff at 


Burton Hall Shaw School. Lovely by the lock: Raakhi 
takes it easy by the canal 


smfortable” blue, dip/dye, eS 
iscose dress. £40, from Marks Trouble at mill: Carlene and David by the mill engine house 


girls changed into two more 
summer outfits (top left). 
Raakhi wore a cream, cotton 
hat, £3.50, a viscose, cotton 
and linen shirt, £9.99, striped 
cotton trousers, £16.99, and a 
string of beads, 99p, all from 


The new 
approach 
to patient handlir 


Efficient and easy to use 5 


C&A. She loved her outfit, Safe and, setae 
especially her hat, which she Comfortable & 
dignified.» 


later bought from Jackie. 

Carlene wore a straw hat, £10, 
from Marks and Spencer, a 
nylon, angora and wool 
jumper, £9.99, a polyester satin 
skirt, £19.99, and carried a 
cream crochet bag, £7.99, all 
from C&A. 

The boys were sitting down 
taking it easy in the heat 
(bottom left). David wore soft 
denim jeans, £16.99, and a soft 
denim jacket, £17, an orange, 

; am cotton T-shirt, £8, and a denim 
ummer style: friends Atiq (/eft) and David chill-out in the sun cap, £4, all from Marks and 
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0 Fun and games 


Scope/DN competition 


You can be a 
tv presenter! 


Disability Agenda, the lively magazine 
programme for anyone interested in disability 
matters, starts again in October with a new 
name: Disability Today. 


There will be 6 monthly programmes (plus 
repeats) showing on BBC 2 Select in the early 
morning open access slot. 


The series is being planned by Scope (formerly 


The Spastics Society), with help from Disability. 


Now, and funded by the Benefits Agency. Now 
we need a disabled person with personality 
and enthusiasm to be Disability Today's 
presenter — previous experience not essential. 


If you think you could do the job, send us a 
letter or tape (no more than 500 words) telling 
us about yourself (and any relevant experience 
you have had). Enclose a recent photo and add 
your daytime telephone number. 


Send your entries to 

Disability Today Competition, 
Disability Now, 

12 Park Crescent, 

London W1N 4EQ 


Deadline: Friday 21 July 1995. 
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Whose face 
is it anyway? 


Answers below 


A NEW CONCEPT FOR 
POSTURAL MANAGEMENT 


eh nh 


DN's crossword 


ANSWERS ON PAGE 35 


ACROSS 


1. Loam pit (anag) 

7. (Call for) repetition — 
includes part of 8 across (6) 

8. Fruit — of the eye? (5) 

9. Superstitious magic (6) 

10. Fruit — Gilbert's (5) 

11. Small lead weight — sounds 
like fruit (5) 

14. Fruit — great nine (anag) (9) 

15. Undergarment — endless 15 
down (3) 

16. Thief — of eggs, perhaps (7) 

18. Disability — Allowance, state 
benefit (6) 

19. Fruit — of the calendar? (5) 


AT HOME 


It is recognised by therapists that people who are unable to move well can be at risk of developing an unconventional body shape. 
The therapeutic management of a symmetrical posture is recommended in the effort to prevent these problems. 


In a typical domestic environment there is limited space for equipment for postural management. 


Our amazing new SYMMETRIKIT TILT CHAIR combines the functions of our standard chairs with a tilt mechanism which allows the 


chair to be used for many positions, including:- 


SIDE LYING 
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COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


Fruit — of King William 6) 
14 down. Men's formal wear 
(350;3)9) 

Woman's name — part of her 
ate 8 across (5) 

Fruit — tart (5) 

Fruit — of the fairground (7) 
Fruit — sounds like two (4) 


11. Hit out with fist (7) 

12. Fruit — or going nuts! (7) 

13. Fruit — sounds like 4 down (5) 
14. See 2 down 

15. Annoying child (4) 

16. Part of 8 across (3) 

17.— Concern, charity (3) 


PT rivia quiz 


10. 


Answers on page 35 


In which country is the 
Murray River? 


Whose first successful 
novel was entitled Decline 
and Fall? 


Whose real name was 
Marion Morrison? 


Who recorded Soldier 
Blue in 1971? 


On which river does 
Ottowa stand? 


Who was the first woman 
mayor in Britain? 


Which actress's story 
was portrayed in the 
1981 film Mommie 
Dearest? 


What were the nine 
daughters of Zeus and 
the Titan Mnmosyne 
known as? 


How many cards are 
there in a tarot pack? 


Which Middle Ages heroine 
was born at Domrémy? 
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e BBC Holiday Programme 
; produced its fourth edition 
Disabled Traveller, a guide 
holidaymakers with disabili- 
;. Free, from Disabled Trav- 
+r, PO Box 7, London 6XJ. 


Meuhan Vadepeudeut Liviug Scheme 


Expressions of interest for a Consultancy to develop 
The Newham Independent Living Scheme 

e Options project provides a 
eting place for young adults 
th disabilities to make new 
ends. It opens on 14 June and 
l meet every Wednesday 2- 
m in Notting Hill, London. 
ntact the Reverend Harold 
inger, tel: 0171-727 3439. 


Whocanapply = Expressions of interest are invited from disabled 
people experienced in the development and 
implementation of Independent Living 
Schemes for disabled adults with physical 
and/or sensory impairments. 


Your brief The successfull applicant will be expected to 
develop this new scheme within Newham, 
working with the Steering group, service users 
and local voluntary sector organisations. 


ter Mission Possible, Jewish = iS 
re’s disability awareness | Rights Now and Mullin Kites have teamed up to produce a blue and 
sign competition. Design an | yellow “Rights for Disabled People Now” kite. £16, from Rights Now, 
sessible school, sports centre | c/o RADAR, 12 City Forum, 250 City Road, London EC1V 8AF. Where toapply To receive your full Consultancy brief and 
synagogue and publicity. | Cheques should be payable to “Mullin Kites”. BRENT MOORE Information pack write to: 
mtact Joe Franses, tel: 0181- ; 
: Clare Ellisdon 
Newham Social Services 
ie British Council of Organi- | Caring and Coping with Incontinence, Disabled Living’s training -€QU4;, 99 The Grove 
jons of Disabled People | day for carers in Manchester on 22 June. £15. Tel: 0161-834 2001. , Stratford E15 1HR 
CODP) has changed its 
me. It is now the British | The Royal National Institute for the Blind holds its Vision ‘95 exhi- 
vuncil of Disabled People. bition for families, professionals and carers in London on 27 June. 
Free, contact Jennifer Makin, tel: 0171-388 1266. Yas . a Piceingwdaleaian tendersea0 chonaul 995 


Short listed applicants will be asked to present 
their proposal to the Scheme's Steering Group 
during July and August 1995 


yple First, the organisation 
- people with learning diffi- | Whose Home, Whose Life? conference organised by the Norah Fry 


lties is on the hunt for a dis- | research Centre in London on 8 June explores housing for people with 
led, volunteer, civil rights | learning difficulties. £85, from Values into Action, tel: 0171-729 5436. | Help The Aged’s Dementia (Further Understanding) course is in 
npaigner. If you think you Dorset on 16 June. £50. Contact Sharon Steele, tel: 0181-679 5481. 


yuld fit the bill or would like | Liberty, the National Council for Civil Liberties, is holding a con- 
know more, tel: 0171-713 ference in London on 15 June that will discuss the civil rights for dis- Planet (Play Leisure Advice Network), has an open day for parents, carers 
00, or fax: 0171-833 1880. abled people campaign, tel: 0171 403 3888. and professionals, in Radlett, Herts on 9 June. Free, tel: (01923) 854861. 


Pride Arts Lesbian ‘ / Gay PRIDE 


== Pride’95 


0171501 9994 
A team of Disabled Access Stewards will be available throughout the day. 


(may 27-june 24) 


The March 


assembles at Hyde Park from 
11.00am and moves off at 12.00 midday 


bh heed At the March there will be: At the Festival there will be: 
a RE A team of Sign Language Interpreters (BSL) one with A disabled car park. 
the Chief Steward at all times. Disabled Toilets in all the toilet blocks. 
Sia sire Seal Maar a recone OTC cam oro eins” onset emery era Petre st Information 
: Point in the Open Stage Area. 


begins at 3.00pm (ends at 10.15pm) of the march to join this section (free wheelchair hire 


ee al! Landonike available here as well). A Rest Tent as a quiet space reserved for disabled 


d people and people living with HIV and AIDS. 
Mobility Buses to take disabled people from the end ‘ s min 
of the march to the festival. If you belong to an Sign language interpretation in all performance areas. 


satu rday organisation which has its own bus, please contact us Wheelchairs —- available from the coat check and the 


x if you intend to bring it. i viewing platform free of charge. 
The THT and St Peter’s Project Buses at the rear of Mobility Buses — available to take people to local 
the march for people who tire easily. mainline stations at the end of the day. Please contact 
Water for guide dogs and hearing dogs for the deaf at the Hotline and Minicom for booking information. 


the St John’s Ambulance’s units on the route. 


Pride \ nform ation A pre-march pick-up service from mainline stations 


and from the disabled car park the festival to the start 


For steward recruitment, transport, lesbian of the march. Please book in advance through the The Pride Trust needs facilitators and PAs for 
focus and disabled access information: Hotline and Minicom, and remember to book your disabled people on the day, as well as stewards, 
return journey if you require one. so please contact us if you can help. 


0171 737 6903 Hotline 

(& Minicom 2pm to 9pm Wed-Sun) 
Pride Merchandise: 0171 384 2129 
Internet address: info@pride.org.uk 


0891 310 488 


Calls cost 39p per min. cheap rate, 49p per min. at all other times 


GIVE GENEROUSLY ON THE DAY - MINIMUM DONATION £2 PLEASE 
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EVERAIDS TURBO CHAIR MK6, five 
years old, vgc, new batteries and ser- 
vice, suit child 6-12 years, £1,000. Also 
Symmet Rikit chair, suit child 6-15 
years, fully adjustable, £300. Tel: 
(0116) 2838020. 


POWERCHAIR, 6 months old, £1,500 
ono, new £2,200. Tel: (01453) 542684. 


STOWAWAY WHEELCHAIR, good condi- 
tion, £200. Tel: 0181-7470910. 


MOBILITY 2000 POWERED wheelchair, 
it can climb stairs, high kerbs, raise 
and lower itself, range up to 15 miles. 
As new cost £5,900, will sell £2,400. 
Tel: (0181) 8549414 or 0181-3032034. 


LARK TRIUMPH XT, motorized 3-wheel 
scooter, used twice, perfect condition, 
as new. Battery and mains charger 
included. Viewable nr Lincoln or in 
Milton Keynes by arrangement. 
Contact (01908) 614116 any time. 
Major saving from new, £1,500 ono. 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN 92, 1.8 diesel, 
55 mpg, 6,000 miles, as new. Rear 
entry with ramp and lowering suspen- 
sion. Also fitted Elap rotating sliding 
passenger seat. Full years MOT, 
£9,250 ONO. Tel: Mr Richards 0181- 
9804359. 


NEWTON BADGER PLUS ELECTRIC 
wheelchair with charger, vgc, £1,200. 
Tel: (01926) 864919. 


TALBOT RANCHO, drop rear conversion 
with ramp for wheelchair. 56,000 
miles, one owner, good condition, 
MOT to September, taxed. £1,250. 
Tel: (01923) 778133 day, (01923) 
825033 evenings. 


SAVE OVER £2,000. Ford Combi 


Courier conversion by Brotherwood 


b Accessible 
Adam Price “(sv 
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF USED 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


Access conversions to your 
existing vehicle 


Passenger use conversions (windows 
trim and seating) to used vans. 


We sell and buy used vehicles. 
Tel: Office (01202) 814112, Mobile (0374) 899687. 


| j P C EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 


Specialising in: 
Lightweight, Rigid & 
Folding Wheelchairs 


* Expert Advice by Wheelchair 
Professionals 

* Home Demonstrations 

* Repairs, Servicing, Spares 

* Wheelchair Insurance 

* Authorised dealers for Quickie, 
Shadow, Top End, Action, Swede 


gett¥ory Phone for a Brochure or 
$#~\*/ Further Information: 
CG EPC Head Office 
NLA Tel/Fax: 01252 547939 
= EPC Regional Office 
Tel/Fax: 01203 422327 


A company run by the disabled - for the disabled! 


Nei, CYCLE FOR 
HEALTH & FUN 


Best range of 
special needs 
cycling equipment 


CALL NOW 


for information or demonstration. 
DEALERS NATIONALLY 


Neatwork, PO Box 2, 
Tel: 0189088 3456 
Fax: 0189088 2709 Coldstream, Berwickshire, 


Scotland, TD12 4NW 


L 


ax ° 
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For a fast and efficient service call 


free 0500 340611 anytime. 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


32 Classified 


Automobility for wheelchair users. 
Easy access via ramp, 1.3 petrol, 600 
miles only, Cayman Blue, power steer- 
ing, forward vision panel, 2 rear side 
seats, M reg, as new. £12,250 ono. Tel: 
daytime 0181-5415764, evenings and 
weekends 0181-7884753. 


BEC STERLING XL THREE WHEEL scoota 
and battery charger. Excellent 
condition. Tel: (01244) 390122 


VAUXHALL ASTRA, 1990, 1600cc, 
automatic, blue, 28,000 miles. Added 
ring assembly accelerator and hand 
controlled brake. £3400 oNo. Ring 
Crawley (01293) 514629. 


RATCLIFF PASSENGER LIFT, RFA302 
type automatic foldaway wheel chair 
ramp. Deep platform. SWL 300kg. Fits 
Transits, Dafs, Dodge etc. £1000 ONO. 
Tel: (01905) 772200 


DISABLED PERSONS CARRIER, Dodge 
Dormobile B reg, 60,000 miles. Carries 
8 wheelchairs and attendants. Ratcliff 
wheelchair hoist fitted. £3,900 ONO. 
Tel: (01905) 772200 


TOWN AND COUNTRY BOOSTER electric 
scooter. Good kerb climber, reliable, 
ood condition. £750 ono. Tel: 
(01705) 376240 (Portsmouth). 


AUTO-CHAIR ROOF STORAGE system- 
electric hoist, good condition. Only 
used for 6 months. £950 ONO. Tel: 
(01252) 518199. 


M. REG FIAT FIORINO FEB 95, red 1.7 
Diesel, only 2,000 miles, enforced sale. 
Wheelchair access via rear ramp. Cost 
£10,700 new, £8,900 ONo. Tel: 0181- 
508 33020 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER SUNGIFT 200 with 
canopy basket, charger used 5 times. 
£1700 ONO was £3000 new. Phone: 
(01908) 584524 


INTERBILITY HYDRO-ELECTRIC 
wheelchair. Lift for rear or slide open- 
ing vehicle. 18 months old little used. 


RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 


purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 
0181 861 2370. 


Special Safety Bed and Cots 


Custom made for individual older 
children/adults. Any Length, 
Depth inside. Width or Height. 
Removable or drop side. 
Mattresses to fit, (bumpers to fit if 
needed). Finished to a high 
standard in beautiful Canadian pine. 
Very strong. For information pack 
and free quote, tel: 01993 842885 


ARE YOU A 
WHEELCHAIR USER? 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver/carer? 
A Chairman Car from Gowrings means 
&) no more transferring, no more lifting, 
just travelling with the family whenever 
you choose, in comfort. 


Ring us FREE on 0800 220878 
for your full colour y ] 
information pack. ———=+—= Hl 


GOWRINGS MOBILITY 


Tel: 01635 529500 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 
FREE COLLECTIONS, DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND ADVICE - ALL AREAS COVERED. 
TEL: NORTH 0161 237 5551 

SOUTH 0181 343 3535 


Property for sale 


Modern 2 bed semi bunglalow, 
purposely designed for 
wheelchair. D.G, C.H, 38" sliding 
doors, no obstructions. Large 
jacuzzi bath, sep shower, sep 
toilet, attached garage and 20ft x 


8ft conservatory, magnificent 
village and Pennine views. Close 
to bus and shops. Fully fitted and 
furnished. Ramped garden. 
Tel: 01484 854104. £68,000. 


£800. Also becker controls for transit 
£45. South Devon. Tel: (01348) 
8443551. 


BEC HORIZON POWER CHAIR, attendant 
controlled, complete with headrest, 
kerb climber and battery charger. 
Immaculate condition. Needs new bat- 
teries. £375 ONO. Tel: (01689) 833145 
(North Kent) 


FORD TRANSIT ZOLI AUTOMATIC 1993 L 
reg. 17000 miles, semi high-top rycon 
lift specially adapted for disabled peo- 
ple. £11,000 ono. Tel: 0181-863 8613 
anytime 25 hr ansamachine. 


HONDA 3 WHEEL ATV 70CC ENGINE 
Legally adapted, excellent long range 
rough terrain mobility £600. Tel: eves 
(01582) 862744 


FORTRESS 2000 ELECTRIC wheelchair 
40 hours use from new. 20 miles range, 
quick dismantle for carriage includes 
charger dual braking basket. Cost 
£1500, accept £800. Tel: (01643) 
704575. 


LIBERTY POWERCHAIR, VGC, very 
reliable. £750. Tel: 0181-542 1060 
south London. 


NISSAN VANETTE, K REG, as new, 
windows, wheelchair ramp, inertia, 
belts, 7,950 miles, alarm, 4 seats. 
Urgent, £7,500 oONo. Tel: (01403) 
260850 (Sussex) 


RAVEL LARK electric chair, as new £600 
ONO. Tel: (01243) 584278 West Sussex. 


TRIKE, Adult or older child size. Hip 
supporting seat. 26 inch fixed back 
wheel. Condition as new. Open to 
offers. Telephone evenings: 0121-0783 
1330 


VAUXHALL ASTRA, side windows con- 
verted for wheelchair high top lifting 
ramp and straps rear entry. 1900 
mileage. G reg. Height 5' 5" rear door. 
(01734) 272 463 


STERLING MEDICAL SUNRISE electric 
trolley purchased September 1994 only 
used for four weeks, fully insured. Cost 
£2160. On offer for £1,500 ONO. Can 
be seen at 2 Thackeray Court, Hanger 
Yale Lane, Ealing W53. Tel: 0181-998 
5546. 


NISSAN VERSA, H reg, 5 seater plus 


access via rear ramp for wheelchair. 
Diesel. £4,300. Tel: (01443) 475385. 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT CONVERSION unit 
for Ford Sierra. £40. Tel: (0173) 735 
3281 


WHEELCHAIR ELECTRIC, dual controls, 
perfect, Vitesse, £1,000 ONO. Newton 
manual light-weight, perfect, £400 
ONO. Tel: (01442) 63177. 


MOBILE LIFTING SEAT, Mangar Booster 
Bug, five years old, cost £1,400, first 
service free, £300 ONO. Tel: D 
Wombell (01757) 288764. 


AUSTIN METRO, 1300cc. Gowerings 
conversion, A reg, good condition. 
Rear ramp access, includes rear seat, 
well maintained. 88,000 miles, £1,000 
ONO. Tel: (01268) 774461 Essex. 
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£9,360 per annum 


Carers in the 


service. 


send SAE (AS) to: 


Closing date 10 July 1995. 


Reg. charity No. 2999747 


WHEELCHAIR WAREHOUSE 


FOR ALL YOUR CHAIR NEEDS: 


Power, Manual, Lightweight, New, Used, 
All Sizes and suitable for all Ages. Also 
Stairlifts, car conversions and 
“many other products. 


Advice from Professional 


—=— 
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GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd 
Brentford. Tel: 0181 569 8955 Fax: 0181 560 5380 
Littlehampton. Tel: 01903 733528 Fax: 01903 733530 


POWERCHAIRS 


(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 


Nearly new, hardly used Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your individual problem. 


FREE ADVICE, DELIVERY, COLLECTION. 


D ANO K MOBILITY 
MOBILITY SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, 
ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS, STAIRLIFTS, 
ELECTRIC RECLINERS, BATTERIES, SALES, 
SERVICE AND HIRE. 62 HOLLY BUSH 
ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT DA12 5QQ. 

TEL 01474 353837. 


ALL AREAS COVERED. 
Fully Guaranteed 
Ring Mr Gibbons free on 


0500 357 4965 


or 0121-357 4965 anytime 


All major credit cards accepted 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (01460) 61157. 


Disability Information & Advice Service 
Co-ordinator (part time) 18 hours 


DIAS provides a confidential Information 
and Advice Service for people with disabilities and 


City and Hackney. We are looking for a pt worker with 
managing experience to assist with running our 


Personal experience with disability essential. 
Voluntary sector experience desirable. 
For further information and application form please 


DIAS Ltd, 16 Dalston Lane, London E8 3AZ. 


DIAS has an Equal Opportunities Policy and 
applications are especially welcome from people with 
disabilities from all sections of the community. 


The Lynx Hand Control 


The ONLY control that transfers 
from car to car. Fits in 5 minutes — 
removal takes seconds. 


Your driving freedom will cost 
less than you think: For more 
details call: Lynx Hand Controls 
Ltd., on 01695 573816. 


Stairlifts 
New and reconditioned 
for sale. 


All with a warranty. 
Renting available. 


Tel: 01455 840919 


Good prices paid for 
used stairlifts. 


LBH funded 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 
Charming cottage in Dordogne region 
available for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are 
looking for peace and quiet, warm weather, 
good food and wine, this is the place for you. 
Still some availability Summer 1995. 

For more information tel: 0181 459 1324 evenings. 


CARLISLE 


B+B Easy access M6 Junction 44. 
Spacious wheel-in shower. 
Seperate ramped access. 
£16.50 per night. Tel: 01228 27242. 


ARTABILITY COURSE 
Alton, Hampshire. 17th - 31st July 
Fully adapted accommodation / transport / 
bar / swimming pool / hoist / 
beautiful grounds / trained teachers / care 
staff / art course / excursions / entertainment. 
ALL INCLUSIVE. Airport collection outside UK. 
Highly recommended. 
Linda Gartshore. Tel: 01420 23548 
Fax: 01420 542708 


WINCANTON, SOMERSET 
The Garden Flat in association with 
Verrington Hospital offers comfortable, 
modern, self-contained, self-catering 
accommodation with wheelchair access 
in delightful rural location. 

For brochure / details ring Mrs Hawkins 
(01963) 32006 weekdays 9am-4pm. 


MAR Y SOL - TENERIFE 

Wheelchair accessible apartments. Heated pool with 
hoist, restaurant, poolside bar, equipment hire. Ring 
today for cheapest prices on flights. Video available. 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 

Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in Portugal with 
swimming pools or small friendly hotel with adapted 
rooms. Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, 
Staines, Middx. TW19 5NX. Tel: (01753) 685718. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA. 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS DON’T MISS THIS 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW. 
3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS. 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT). CABLE TV. TELEPHONE. 
COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 10 MINS 
AIRPORT. 15 MINS DISNEY. MEET ‘N’ GREET 
SERVICE AVAILABLE, PARAPLEGIC OWNER, 
SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, BROUGHTON PARK, 
SALFORD M7 4HT. TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029. 
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GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF CATERING COTTAGES 
FOR THE DISABLED 
Giebe Farm, Charles Brayford 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 01598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 
_ Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 
} cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 
werlooked by 12th century castle. Ideally situated for 
xploring South and West Wales. Each cottage sleeps 4, 
entral heating, CTV, games/fitness rooms, laundry, 
xtensive grounds. Open all year, short breaks available. 
‘el: Catherine McLoughlin (01558) 823 059 for brochure. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“4992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 

superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning 

stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


BEAUTIFUL ARRAN 
Magnificent location, peace, comfort, good 
food - all you could wish for in a guest house, 
gut with many extras for those special holiday 
reeds. Fully accessible accommodation and 
3 wide range of equipment and services, 
sensitively and discretely provided. Holidays 
ailored to suit individual needs. You can 
injoy a holiday on Arran whatever your level 
factivity, and it’s nearer than you think! 

‘or brochure and full details contact 

jraham and Barbara Williams, Strathwhillan 
jouse, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8BQ. 

el: 01770 302331. 


SOUTH WEST WALES 
Luxury caravans (one specially designed for 
wheelchair users and their families). 
On beautifully situated, friendly family run 
ark. 250 yds from sandy beach. Heated pool. 
Bar/restaurant. Games room. Sunrise Bay 
loliday Park, Llansteffan, Carmarthen, Dyfed, 
SA33 5LP. Phone: 01267 241394. 


HOLIDAYS IN FRANCE FOR 
DISABLED PEOPLE 


AUBERGE DE LA TOUR is a family 
run guest house offering holidays for 
people with a disability or mobility 
roblems. Situated in the Loire Valley area 
we offer daily outings to Chateaux and 
other places of interest in our mini bus 
which is equipped with a tail lift. 
For more information contact 
Mrs B Phillips, 20 Blackmore Court, 
Exmouth Devon EX8 4SG. 
Phone 01395 270429. 


St. Leonards, Sussex. 
/ berth caravan adapted for 
disabled people on Haven 
ite. For colour brochure, Tel: 
ihepway MS (01303) 242009. 


NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS 
2 SELF CATERING COTTAGES IN 
HUTTON LE HOLE. SLEEPS FOUR. FULLY 
JUIPPED AND HEATED.LINEN PROVIDED. 
FACILITIES FOR THE DISABLED. 
HEELCHAIR ACCESS. DOGS WELCOME. 4 
KEYS AND HIGHLY COMMENDED E.T.B. 
NATIONAL ACCESSIBLE SCHEME CAT.2. 
PHONE 01751 417743. 


/ERYTHING IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AT 
iGDON FARM NTRY HOLIDAYS DEVON 


New, luxury bungalows, overlooking 2.5 

acre lake and set in 38 acres picturesque 
countryside. Nature trail, adventure 

playground, pet's corner and covered 

mes area. For brochure contact Pauline & 

ony Blight, Ashwater, Beaworthy, DEVON, 

EX21 5DF. Phone: 01409 211509. 

Fax: 01409 211510. 


‘ittany Cottage to let. Fully adapted 
r wheelchair use. Good access to 
saches. Sleeps up to 6. Details 
Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 454300. 


Personal 


In A Crisis 


Helplessness ¢ Anxiety 
Anger ¢ Sadness ® Hurt 
Fear ¢ Despair ¢ 


It does help to talk about it. 
>jease Phone, Visit or Write. 


The. 
Samaritans 


Any Time, Anywhere. 
We're in the phone book. 


West of England Coalition of Disabled People 


(formally ACODP) 
Is a campaigning organisation run and controlled 
by disabled people. 

We require a Disabled person for the post of 
Youth and Community Development Co-ordinator 
to oversee the development of youth and 
community work initiatives. 

Salary: £17,838-£18,894 
Closing date: Monday 12 June 
For an application form please contact: Penny Germon, 


The Yard, 6 Sommerville Road, Bishopston, Bristol BS7 9AA. 
Tel: 0117 9497707 (voice and minicom) 


DISABLED TRAINEE JOURNALIST 


LWT Productions wishes to support and encourage the 
training of a disabled television journalist within the London area. 


The successful candidate will receive financial support and 
expenses for college fees for up to one year, followed by a six 
month work placement on one of LWTP’s highly acclaimed factual 
programmes. 


To qualify you must be disabled and have a place on an 
accredited NCTBJ or NCTU journalism training course or a post 
graduate media course starting this Autumn. 


If you wish to apply, please provide details of the course 
together with a CV and an example of a recent piece of written 
work which should consist of 200 words or less and send them to: 
Roz Pound, Programme Staff Manager, Factual Department, 
LWT Productions, The London Television Centre, Upper Ground, 
London SE1 SLT. 


All applications must be received by 30th June 1995. 


(3 VA G9 € 


LWT ®RODUCTIONS 


TOO ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the Advertisement Director, 
Richard Gresham, Kingslea Press Ltd, 12 Dock 


Offices, Surrey Quays Road, London SE16 2XU. 
Telephone: 0171-252 1362. Fax: 0171-237 8019. 


Deadlines for July issue: booking by 9 June, camera 
ready artwork by 13 June 


HARINGEY DISABILITIES CONSORTIUM 
is looking for a 
MANAGER/CO-ORDINATOR 


We are an organisation uniting and giving a voice to individuals and groups of and for 
people with disabilities in Haringey. We are looking for a disabled person to continue and 
expand our work in improving services in the borough and developing new initiatives. 


Your job will be to: 


HDC 


* work with other voluntary bodies; 
* liaise with service providers; 
* support and motivate a committed staff team. 


You should have an understanding of disability issues and be committed to promoting the 
interests of disabled people. You need experience of managing people and to understand 
the strategic issues confronting organisations like ourselves. You should be able to take 
advantage of funding opportunities open to us. 


The post is 30 hours per week, 
salary P01 £19,878 - £21,333 inclusive, pro rata (under review) 


For information (including tape) please contact: Rena Allicock, HDC, 551b High 
Road, London N17 6SB. Tel: 0181 801 5757. Closing date 30th June 1995. 


HDC is striving to be an equal opportunities employer and positively encourages 
applicants from all sections of the community. 


Our premises are fully accessible. 


SAUDI ARABIA 


WANTED Teacher for autistic children 
with qualifications and experience 


CV or replies to 
E Carroll, 8d Carlton Hill, London NW8 OJY 


Greenbank 
Office Skills/Computer Instructor 
Salary: NJC General Scale 4. SCP 18-21 £11,280 - £12,585 


To provide instruction for students working towards level 1-3 City & Guilds, 
Business Administration 4396 in a wide range of office skills. 


To provide instruction in Information Technology for students working towards 
level 1-3 C&G 726 qualifications. Candidates should have good communication 
skills and be self motivated. Teaching experience preferred but candidates with an 
appropriate business background would be considered. 

Applications by CV to: John Ingram, Personnel Manager, 

Greenbank, Greenbank Lane, Liverpool L17 1AG. 

Closing date: 23 June 1995. Applications are particularly welcomed from disabled people 


Classified 33 


The Wiltshire Users Network "Se 


z 


The Wiltshire Independent Living Fund Support Service currently has {3 a 
the following new posts available for one year in the first instance. a 


A Training Development Worker Full Time £14,637. To organise and develop 
training programmes for people who are in receipt of WILF, covering the many 
aspects of Independent living and to enable them to become trainers and support 
workers themselves. 


A Development Worker Full Time £14,637. To develop a Personal Assistants’ 
Register Scheme. 


WILF is a fund developed by disabled people to give them Independence and 
Choice. It gives them control of who works with them and the ability to purchase 
their own care. A Support Service is available to those using the fund and is 
managed by our independent user-controlled organisation. 

Applications from disabled people particularly welcome, we are striving to be an 
equal opportunities employer. 

For an application form and information pack contact: 

Wiltshire Users Network (WILF), 7 Prince Maurice Court, Hambleton Avenue, 
London Road, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 2RT. Tel: 01380 720577 


Closing date for return of applications: June 27th 


fp) tiames 
REACH 


provides a high quality integrated service for people who sleep out in Central London. We 
operate outreach and housing/resettlement teams, two hostels, two high support mental health 
projects, and a growing range of other supported accommodation. We currently have the 
following vacancies: 

ABERDOUR & GALLEYWALL FLATS 
This is a high support mental health project with 10 staff, providing self-contained 
accommodation for 20 tenants in N. Southwark. The project is in its 4th year of operation, and 
is funded by the Dept. of Health and the London Borough of Southwark. 


Support Work Co-ordinator 
to supervise and facilitate the work of project staff in providing support to tenants of the 
Aberdour & Galleywell Flats, and to deputise in the Team Leader's absence. Skills/experience 
required: homelessness; mental health; casework; counselling; supervision or support of staff; 
joint working with other agencies. 
Salary: NJC Scale SO2 pts 32-35. Appointment on pt 32, £20, 001 (incl. Inner London Weighting). 


Project Worker 
to provide a safe and supportive environment through participation in the duty rota and on-call 
service, and to offer keywork support to a small number of tenants. Occasional sleep-in duties 
will be required. Skills/experience required: residential work or 1:1 work with homeless people, 
or people with mental health problems. 
Salary: NJC Scale 6, pts 26-29. Appointment on pt 26, £16,800 (incl. Inner London Weighting) 


LAMBETH HIGH STREET 
This is a high-support mental health project with 10 staff, providing self-contained 
accommodation for 16 tenants and an 8 bed hostel in N. Lambeth. The project opened earlier 
this year and is funded by the Dept. of Health. 


Project Worker 
to provide a safe and supportive environment, participate in 24hr cover and on-call 
arrangements and to promote the development of social skills and emotional stability through 
keywork. Skills/experience required: residential work or 1:1 work with homeless people or 
people with mental health problems. 
Salary: NJC Scale 6, pts 26-29. Apt on pt 26, £16,800 (incl. Inner London Weighting) 


All posts attract 29 days annual leave and a non-contributory pension scheme. 
Closing date for all posts: 15th June 1995 Application packs from: The Administrator, Thames 
Reach, 65-71 Bermondsey St, London SE1 3XF. Tel: 0171 378 1479 (24 hour answerphone). 


Thames Reach is commited to equal opportunities. We welcome applications from all sections 
of the community and particularly encourage applications from black African, Afro-Caribbean 
and Asian candidates. 
It is our current policy to shortlist for interview all applicants 
who are registerable as disabled and who meet the essential requirements for the post. 


Thames Reach is funded by the London Borough Grants Commission. 


NORTH TYNESIDE 
COUNCIL 


A 
NORTH TYNESIDE 
couNcCcIL 


CORPORATE SERVICES 


Personnel and Employee Training 


WOMEN’S COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


Ref No: 144/95 

Salary £16,248 - £17,325 (2 year contract) 

North Tyneside Council have been commissioned by Newcastle and North Tyneside 
Health Authorities to develop HIV Prevention and Sexual Health initiatives based on a 
community development approach for women and women workers in North Tyneside. 


The position calls for someone with a wide experience of community development work 
with women, knowledge of HIV/Aids and an understanding of the issues involved in 
working around sensitive areas such as sexuality, sexual behaviour and drug use. The 
person must also have a commitment to working in an equal opportunities and anti- 
discrimination framework. 


Interviews will take place the week beginning the 14th July 1995. 


CO-ORDINATOR OF HIV PREVENTION AND SEXUAL 
HEALTH AWARENESS RAISING CAMPAIGN AND 
OUTREACH WORK 


Ref No: 146/95 
Salary £16,248 - £17,325 - 9 month contract 


SEXUAL HEALTH TRAINING FACILITATOR FOR 
PEOPLE WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES 


Ref No: 147/95 
Salary: £16,248 - £17,325 - 1 year contract 


We welcome applications from people with disabilities and black people. 

It is the policy of this Council to provide equal employment opportunities and 
consideration will be given to all suitably experienced and qualified applicants regardless 
of disability, sex, race or marital status. 

Application forms may be obtained by quoting reference number, to: 


Corporate Services, Personnel and Employee Training, SUK bs 
North Tyneside Council, 14 Northumberland Square, North Shields, 3 ‘2 


Tyne and Wear, NE30 1PZ. Telephone (0191) 257 5544 Ext 50558. “Oye 


We operate a No Smoking Policy 
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34 Classified 


Making a Difference 


Set in a beautiful old house in the attractive Wiltshire countryside, our 
dedicated Staff Development and Training Team organise and deliver 
comprehensive programmes for all employee groups within the Adult Care 
Division - a vital function for developing quality staff, and one in which you'll 
make a real difference in terms of quality care. You will notice a difference in 
terms of personal satisfaction too - thanks to beautiful surroundings, a relaxed 
atmosphere and friendly working environment. 


TRAINING OFFICER 
(ADULT CARE) 


£19,659 - £21,357 (2 year contract) 
Starfield, near Trowbridge 


Now looking to expand the team, we’re seeking an enthusiastic individual to 
take a lead in planning and organising staff training in the disability services - a 
role with real responsibility in which you'll make a direct impact on training and 
development, particularly in relation to physical disability. 

To join us, you'll need a relevant qualification and training experience, together 
with substantial exposure to disability services. Personal qualities are of course 
just as important - you'll be expected to demonstrate drive, energy and a 
hands-on commitment to improving physical disability services for local 
people. Working closely with users and other carer organisations, your first 
class interpersonal skills will be used to the full, so an ability to communicate at 
all levels is vital. 

So if you’re looking for a career challenge where your involvement will make a 
real difference to enhancing the development of staff and service users alike, 
we'd like to hear from you. 

For an informal chat, please contact Pam Strong, Adult Care Training Manager, 
at Starfield, telephone (01225) 782115. 

Application forms and further details are available from Personnel Section, 
Social Services Department, County Hall, Trowbridge BA14 8JB, telephone 
(01225) 713913 (answerphone evenings and weekends), quoting Reference 
$S95/A141. It Is anticipated interviews will be held on 14th July 1995. 
Closing Date: 16th June 1995. 

The County Council welcomes applications from all sections of the community 
irrespective of colour, race, gender or disability. The County Council promotes 
flexible working patterns. 


Wiltshire & 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


Berkshire Disability Forum 
Two part-time development workers 
15 -18 hours per week, negotiable. £14,943 pa pro rata. 


DISABLED PEOPLE ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY 


BDF is a new network of groups of disabled people and users of health and social services 
across Berkshire. These workers will be employed by the Community Council for Berkshire 
(CCB) on behalf of BDF to help develop the membership and activities of the groups. 


Applicants will have an understanding of disability issues, experience of health and community 
care and practical organisational ability. Workers may be home or office based, within 


reasonable access of their patch of Berkshire. 


COMMUNITY COUNCIL FOR 
BERKSHIRE 


For information and application form contact: 
CCB, 55 Russell Street, Reading RG1 7XG. Phone: 01734 612000. 
Closing date for completed applications 19th June 1995. 


ADKC 


Advocacy Project Co-Ordinator 
Salary Scale: 
Scale SO1 £18,411 - £19,488 


35 hours per week 


adkc 


actively working 
towards equality 


A disabled person is required to set up and run a new Advocacy Project 
enabling disabled people to have a choice in the services they use and need. 
The postholder will act as an advocate for individual disabled people. 
S/he will also recruit, train and use Volunteer Advocates. 


We pursue a policy of Equality of Opportunity. Our offices are fully accessible and 
we can arrange for any support needed through Employment Services. 


For further information and application form contact 
ADKC 0171-937 7073 


Closing date for applications: 16 June. Interview dates week beginning :26 June 


SANDWELL CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAUX LTD 
Main Funded by Sandwell MBC 
MANAGER - TIPTON CAB 
Scale 6 £14,943 - £15,942 
(plus extra spinal point allowance for project responsibility) 
Full time 37 hours per week 


citizens 


advice 
bureau 


Sandwell District CAB runs a co-ordinated network of advice services. Tipton CAB answers 10,000 
enquiries per year from 5,000 clients at 2 locations plus 1,100 more enquiries at 3 outreach sites. 3 
paid staff and 10 volunteers report to a Bureau Manager. Minimum 1 year's advice experience, man- 
agement and supervision ability required. 


Closing Date: 8th June 1995 


For further information/application forms contact: District Manager, Sandwell CAB, 22 Lombard 
Street, West Bromwich B70 8RT. Telephone: 0121 569 2999 


CV's will not be accepted 
Disabled people are currently under represented at this grade and are encouraged to apply. 
Sandwell CABx strives to be an Equal Opportunity employer 


ealing consortium 


welcome applications from disabled people. If you’re disabled 
and meet the requirements of any specific position we guarantee 


an interview. 


Our vacancies are advertised in the Guardian, the Voice and 
in professional journals relevant to the particular post.-So if you 
see a job which interests you don’t hesitate to apply. 

Our building in Great Smith Street, close to Westminster 
Abbey is accessible to people who use wheel chairs. 


AMA, 35 Great Smith Street, 
London SWIP 3BJ. 


‘ Association of Metropolitan Authorities 


Ealing consortium is a not-for-profit organisation established in 1990 to 
manage quality services for people with learning disabilities, physical 
disabilities and mental health needs. Our supported housing schemes provide 
the care and support that our Clients need to live and participate in the 
community, while promoting personal dignity and independence. 


The Greenford Supported Housing Service (learning disabilities) 


This new service, which opened in April consists of two purpose built 
houses for people with learning disabilities, plus an activity and resource 
centre which will provide a range of social, leisure and therapeutic 
activities for people with a learning disability throughout the community. 


ADMINISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE CO-ORDINATOR 


(GREENFORD) 


£13,127 - £15,154 p.a. including London Weighting 


This varied role will include: 


* provision of secretarial and administrative support to the service 


° operation of financial systems 


¢ liaison with the DSS over clients' benefits 
* . co-ordinating the use and upkeep of the buildings and resources 


The successful candidate will be a good organiser with excellent 
secretarial skills and a high level of numeracy. 


The post will be based at the Activity and Resource Centre, which is fully accessible 
for wheelchair users. We would particularly welcome applications from people with 


disabilities. 


Please contact: 


The Recruitment and Personnel Assistant, Ealing Consortium, CP House Annexe, 


‘| 97. - 107 Uxbridge Road W5 STL.Tel: 0181 840 7007 (24 hour ansaphone) for 


further information and an application form. We regret that CV's are not accepted. 


Closing date for requesting information: Monday 12th June 
Closing date for completed applications: 12 noon on Friday 16th June 


Ealing Consortium is committed to equal opportunities in employment and service delivery. 


Registered as an Industrial and Provident Society with charitable status. 27062R 


ASPIRE & THE MIKE HEAFFEY 
CENTRE 


require a Part-Time Accountant (flexible hours) 
to produce the regular management accounts and 
maintain the primary books of record 
Salary negotiable 


Applications by CV to: The Manager, Mike Heaffey Centre, 
Wood Lane, Stanmore HA7 7AP. Tel: 0181 954 5759 


Closing date: 15th June 1995 


ARTSLINE 


requires part-time publicity and publications officer 
6 months contract, 3 days a week. 
The ideal candidate will have excellent communication and 
administrative skills and experience of working on disability issues. 


Only disabled people need apply. SALARY: £14,367 p.a. (pro-rata). 


Job description and application form available from: The Director, Artsline, 
54 Chalton Street, London NW1 1HS. (Tel: Voice & minicom- 0171 388 2227) 
Closing date: 31 July 1995. Interviews week commencing 7 August. 


Artsline is an equal opportunities employer. The offices are fully accessible. 


EVERAIDS TURBO CHAIR MK6, five 
years old, vgc, new batteries and ser- 
vice, suit child 6-12 years, £1,000. Also 
Symmet Rikit chair, suit child 6-15 
years, fully adjustable, £300. Tel: 
(0116) 2838020. 


POWERCHAIR, 6 months old, £1,500 
ono, new £2,200. Tel: (01453) 542684. 


STOWAWAY WHEELCHAIR, good condi- 
tion, £200. Tel: 0181-7470910. 


MOBILITY 2000 POWERED wheelchair, 
it can climb stairs, high kerbs, raise 
and lower itself, range up to 15 miles. 
As new cost £5,900, will sell £2,400. 
Tel: (0181) 8549414 or 0181-3032034. 


LARK TRIUMPH XT, motorized 3-wheel 
scooter, used twice, perfect condition, 
as new. Battery and mains charger 
included. Viewable nr Lincoln or in 
Milton Keynes by arrangement. 
Contact (01908) 614116 any time. 
Major saving from new, £1,500 ono. 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN 92, 1.8 
diesel, 55 mpg, 6,000 miles, as new. 


The Association of Metropolitan Authorities is a voluntary 
body which promotes and protects the interests of local authorities 
in London and metropolitan districts. 

We regularly advertise jobs in our organisation and always 


Rear entry with ramp and lowering 
suspension. Also fitted Elap rotating 
sliding passenger seat. Full year’s 
MOT, £9,250 ono. Tel: Mr Richards 
0181-9804359. 


NEWTON BADGER PLUS ELECTRIC 
wheelchair with charger, vgc, £1,200. 
Tel: (01926) 864919. 


TALBOT RANCHO, drop rear conversion 
with ramp for wheelchair. 56,000 
miles, one owner, good condition, 
MOT to September, taxed. £1,250. 
Tel: (01923) 778133 day, (01923) 
825033 evenings. 


SAVE OVER £2,000. Ford Combi 
Courier conversion by Brotherwood 
Automobility for wheelchair. users. 
Easy access via ramp, 1.3 petrol, 600 
miles only, Cayman Blue, power steer- 
ing, forward vision panel, 2-rear side 
seats, M reg, as new. £12,250 ONO. 


AN ESCORT / FIESTA CHAIRMAN or sim- 
ilar wheelchair transfer vehicle in good 
condition, for able bodied driver and 
his wheelchair passenger. High 
Wycombe, Bucks. Phone: 01494 
718554. 


Lineage ads 


to include our clas 
\f you would like to adv 
month.call ON, tel: 017 6 
0 and we will send you a form 
rnatively, you can use a form 
from a back copy 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of 
vehicles converted to carry 
wheelchair passengers. 


Substantial premium savings - 
up to 30% possible. 


For a quote please contact 
CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


Disabled trainee Psychoanalytic 
Therapist, North London, has 
space for new clients. 

For details phone Frances 
Blackwell: 0171-281 1552. 


Now for the first time! 


Freephone 0800 220875 
or 01635 529500 


Disabilitynow June 1995 


Social Services 
Working with the elderly in residential care 
COULD YOUR DISABILITY IMPROVE OUR ABILITY? 


RESIDENTIAL SOCIAL WORKERS 


Full time posts £14,208 - £16,419 p.a. incl., 39 hrs pwk 
Part-time posts £7,104 - £8,209 p.a. incl., 19.5 hrs pwk 


First consideration will be given to candidates with a disability. Applications from other candidates are 
welcome but will be considered subsequently. 


Nearly all our residents in our residential homes for the elderly have a disability, yet very few of our staff 
working with client groups have a disability themselves. 


This is something we want to address so that staff will be more in tune with the residents' experience of 
dealing with a disability. 

Ealing aims to enable our clients to maintain their individuality through promoting choice, dignity and 
independence. 


You will need to be able to lift and carry out the physical aspects of providing personal care. You will also 
need six months experience of residential social work. If you do not have such experience, you can apply to 
be a trainee (starting salary: £12,573), becoming a residential social worker after attaining the required 


Classified 35 


Having a disability often has no bearing on your ability to carry out 
a job. And where it has, a little creative thinking in the 
provision of aids or adaptations can make a real difference. 


At Barnardo’s we’re taking positive steps towards recruiting people 
with disabilities to the whole range of posts within our London Division. 
These include staff working directly with children and young people, 
Managers, Secretaries and Administrators. 


We guarantee that Registered/Registerable disabled candidates who 
meet the short-listing criteria for any of our posts will be interviewed. 


People who are not disabled will only be considered if it proves 


benchmark standard (after a maximum of six months). 
Residential Social Workers Ref: 083SS/X 


Trainee Social Workers Ref: 084SS/X 
Ealing positively encourages people with disabilities to apply for posts. 


Application forms are obtainable from Chief Personnel and Equality Officer, Personnel and Equality 
Group, Perceval House, 14-16 Uxbridge Road, London W5 2HL. Tel: 0181 840 1995 (24 hour answerphone). 
Please quote appropriate reference and indicate on your application form if you are interested in a full or 


part-time post. Closing date: 19 June 1995. CVs are not accepted. 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


HELP DESK CO-ORDINATOR 


BASED IN LONDON 


Do you have a proven interest in computers? Are you able to deal 
with people at all levels with grace when under pressure? Have you 
a good telephone manner-combined with a methodical and analytical 
approach to your work? If you have, then you may be just the person 
we are looking for in this new and demanding role. 


Reporting to the Systems Support Manager, you will be the first point 
of contact in our Information Services Department and will be 
required to co-ordinate all calls from our user base. A quick response 
rate is essential and to this end you will be able to effectively plan 
ahead and instigate action, prioritising where necessary. 


The ideal candidate will be educated to at least A level standard and 
will have been exposed to a caring customer services environment. 
A good knowledge of WAN, LAN, Novell and microsoft applications 
including Excel, Word and Powerpoint is necessary. 


If this is the sort of opportunity you are seeking then please send 
a C.V. together with details of your current salary to: Alison Bell- 
Roberts, Head of Personnel, 101 St. Martins Lane, London WC2N 4AZ. 


Closing Date for applications: June 23rd 1995. 


CARLTON UK 
Television 


at Mo, 


s Oy 
Working Towards Equal Opportunities BV VA 


say 


Scope has 23 Trustees. They are 
individuals committed to the achievement 
of our Mission — working for equal rights for 
people with cerebral palsy. Trustees are 
volunteers who work with staff, taking an 
active role in the development of our 
organisation and ensuring the resources 
given to Scope are used to achieve the 
purposes for which we were set up, namely 
to provide educational, employment and 
residential services to people with cerebral 
palsy, their families and carers. 


Charity 
Trustees 


We are presently 
taking nominations 
from people 
interested in 
becoming a Trustee 
of our charity. Scope, 
formerly known as 
The Spastics Society, 
is a charity for people 
with cerebral palsy 
and associated 
disabilities. Trustees 
are elected by the 
membership of 
Scope and most 
Trustees have direct 


If you share our commitment to people with 
cerebral palsy and you want to find out 
more about being a trustee of Scope, 
please write to this address (by 12th June) 
and we'll send you more information. Write 
to: Company Secretary, (Ref: Trustees), 
Scope, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 
4EQ or telephone 0171 636 5020. 


a 


experience of SC PE 
disability. Registered Charity No.208231 


impossible to find a suitable person with a disability. 


Watch out for our regular advertisements in The Guardian, 
Community Care, The Voice, Care Weekly and local press. 


Your application will be warmly welcomed. 


We’re Absolutely Positive of that. 


Barnardos 


Giving children a chance 


Thameside 


INDEPENDENCE RESOURCE 
CENTRE MANAGER 


Thurrock Community Hospital, Grays, Essex 


We are looking for a manager to establish and run this new 
Centre and associated services. The scheme is jointly funded by 
Health and Social Services and will be run in conjunction with 
people using the service. The Centre will hold a range of 
information and equipment. The successful candidate will 
have: 


@ knowledge or experience of disability 

@ the ability to develop innovative and flexible services 

@ a commitment to user participation in running and 
developing services 

@ the ability to manage budgets and staff 


Hours: 37 per week. Salary: Admin. & Clerical Grade 5 scale of 
£12,416 - £15,104 pa plus £188 pa Fringe London Weighting 
allowance. 


For an Application Form and Job Description please contact 

June Palmer, Recruitment Co-ordinator on 01375 364407 

(Answerphone), Thurrock Community Hospital, Long Lane, 
Grays, Essex RM16 2PX. Please quote Job Ref. No. 720. 


Closing date for receipt of completed applications is: 
16th June 1995. 


We we an equal opportunities employer and operate a no smoking policy. 


PROJECT MANAGER (part time) 


(Salary SO2 £18,189 - £19,260 pro rata) 
to help manage and develop the 


WILTSHIRE INDEPENDENT LIVING FUND 
a User-led initiative unique to Wiltshire 


This is a new, part time (initially 3 days per week) 
2 year appointment, to be based in Devizes, Wiltshire 
under the management of Wiltshire Community Foundation 
Registered Charity No.298936 


A knowledge of Independent Living and experience in 
ees une Users (people with disabilities) to take a lead in 
eveloping policy and procedures is essential, as is the 
ability to supervise independent assessors. 
WCE is striving to be an equal opportunities employer and applications 
are especially welcomed from people with disabilities. 
All applicants will need to have independent means of travel. 


For details and an application form please ring 01380 729284 
Closing date for applications is Monday 26th June 1995 
(Interview date 21st July 1995) 


TRIVIA QUIZ 


ANSWERS 

1. Australia 2. Evelyn 
Waugh 3. John Wayne 
4. Buffy Sainte Marie 
5. The Ottawa river 

6. Dr Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson (1908) 

7. Joan Crawford 

8. The 9 muses 9. 78 
10. Joan of Arc 


CROSSWORD 


ANSWERS 

ACROSS: 1. Optimal 

7. Encore 8. Apple 

9. Voodoo 10. Grape 

11. Plumb 14. Tangerine 
15. Bra 16. Poacher 

18. Living 19. Dates 
DOWN: 1. Orange 

2. Top Hat And 3. Maeve 
4. Lemon 5. Coconut 

6. Pear 11. Punched 

12. Bananas 13. Melon 
14. Tails 15. Brat 16. Pip 
17. Age 


Personal 


HANDIDATE 


Dating Agency for people with disabilities and 
caring, understanding able bodied persons 
Ring now on 
01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try, 
you may be pleasantly surprised 
GO FOR IT and JOIN NOW 


0181-958 9657 

Dates 
36 Park Grove forthe Social 
Edgware Disabled | contacts 
Middlesex A better life provided. 
HA8 7SJ (All areas) 


— ———_—_—_—_— 
LF Find-A-Friend 
Anybody-Any Age-Anywhere Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 
MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 
1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire. CW9 SHL 
Tel/fax (24Hrs) UK 01606 49093 Overseas Int.+ 44 +1606 49093 


Disabilitywow June 1995 


: 


DisabilityNow June 1995 


